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ABSTRACT

This work outlines the grammatical categories and inflections, both
nominal and verbal, of the Montagnais dialect of North-West River (Sheshatshit),
Labrador. By way of background, the phonological system of the dialect is briefly
sketched. Although the present work does not treat the derivational aspects of
Montagnais morphology, it does include certain very common derivational forms
(e.g. locative and diminutive forms of nouns, reflexive and reciprocal forms of
verbs). The sketch terminates with a survey of the chief sentence types of North-
West Montagnais.

RESUME

Cette étude décrit le dialecte montagnais parlé a North-West River
(Sheshatshit), au Labrador. On y examine les principales catégories
grammaticales, ainsi que les désinences nominales et verbales du dialecte. En
toile de fond, on trouve une explication sommaire du systéme phonologique.
Bien que I'étude ne traite pas des processus de dérivation, elle touche quelques
aspects tres communs de la morphologie dérivationnelle (les formes locatives et
dimunitives du nom, les verbes réfléchis et réciproques). La derniére partie de
I'étude constitue une breve description des principaux types de phrases trouvés
dans ce méme dialecte.

Les personnes désireuses de recevoir en francais de plus amples ren-
seignements sur cette publication sont priées d'adresser leurs demandes a:
Service canadien d'Ethnologie, Musée national de I'Homme, Musées nationaux
du Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM8.
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PREFACE

This grammatical sketch is by no means intended to provide a total picture of the
inflectional system of North-West River (Sheshatshit) Montagnais. Indeed, it is
inadequate from at least two perspectives. First of all, the community of North-West
River contains a great deal of inter-subject language variability, primarily of a
phonological nature. This is for the most part the result of the divergent ethnographic
backgrounds or group affiliations of the present-day residents of the community. The
current sketch by and large represents the speech of informants of age thirty or less,
who appear to speak a more homogeneous dialect than do their parents. Consequently,
the present work cannot be interpreted as being representative of the community as a
whole. Secondly, the syntax portion of the sketch is based on sentences and short texts
elicited from bilingual Montagnais-English informants. The accuracy of the conclusions
presented here will, of course, have to be verified by comparison with actual usage in
real speech situations.

A comment on the orthographical system used in the present work is in order here.
The choice of orthography lay in essence between two systems: on the one hand, a
largely phonemic representation of the type adopted by Mailhot (e.g. Mailhot 1975,
Mailhot and Lescop 1977); on the other, a phonetically-oriented system more similar to
the various scripts used by individual Montagnais speakers. Each of these two systems,
however, presented certain drawbacks. A phonemic representation obviously does not
take into account various surface phenomena, and consequently could prove in certain
instances somewhat removed from actual North-West River pronunciations. A phonetic
approach to Montagnais orthography, on the contrary, obscures in many instances the
historical background of lexical items; as well, it would be community-particular, making
comprehension difficult for Montagnais speakers of related dialects in the Quebec-
Labrador peninsula. As a result, a type of compromise was reached in the present work:
while the orthography used largely follows Mailhot (1975), several adaptations were
made to the Mailhot system in order to better accommodate the phonetic features of
North-West River Montagnais (see in particular sections 2.1.2, and 2.2.1 to 2.2.3). while
a middle-of-the-road solution of this type may well be subject to criticism from both the
phonemic and phonetic camps, it was felt to be the most practical solution to what is in
fact an extremely complex issue.

Research for the present work was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council and Memorial University, as well as indirectly by Northern Scientific
Training Grants to students of Memorial's Linguistics department. | would like to thank
the numerous informants who were patient enough to help me check and recheck data,
among them Penute Atuan, Ben Andrew, Caroline Jack, Mary Pia Benuen, Raphael
Gregoire, Jack Selma, Punas Nuk and Joe rich. Special thanks must go the José
Mailhot and to Marguerite MacKenzie, who offered much helpful advice and criticism.
They are of course in no way responsible for any errors and problems which remain.

viii



1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. NORTH-WEST RIVER: AN INTRODUCTION

The community of North-West River (Montagnais Sheshatshit "where the
water runs out") is situated on Lake Melville in Labrador. While it is located only
some twenty-five miles from the former U.S. base at Goose Bay, it is connected
to the Goose Bay/Happy valley region by what was until recently a very poor dirt
road. The community is physically divided by water into two sides, a north and a
south. The north side of the village has been settled by white Labradorians, and
includes the International Grenville association Hospital, a Hudson's Bay store, a
Protestant elementary and high school, and several Protestant churches. The
south side is inhabited by some five hundred Indians, and includes a Roman
Catholic school - the Peenamin MacKenzie - which extends from Kindergarten to
Grade 11, a Roman Catholic church, a residence for school teachers, plus the
houses of the priest and the school principal. Peenamin MacKenzie is attended
exclusively by Indian students. Although until very recently the staff was totally
non-native, over the past six or so years, several native teacher aides have
assisted in the early grades. Many Indian children, indeed, come to school
speaking little or no English.

North-West River has been a permanent Indian settlement only since the
late 1950's. In the years previous to that, the north side of the river had been
used as a summer camp-ground for various Montagnais bands (see Tanner 1978
for details). These were attracted by the three trading companies which had
established themselves there, and no doubt also by the hospital (founded in
1916) and the fact that, after 1920, North-West River became the base for one or
two Roman Catholic missionaries. In 1958-59, twelve houses were constructed
for the Indians by the provincial government on the south shore of the river; this
was followed in 1960 by the school. Since then, more and more houses have
been built, and, with the necessity of educating their children, Indians have seen
themselves obliged to become permanent settlers at North-West River.
Employment opportunities there, however, are extremely scarce. In recent
years, indeed, a number of families have been returning to the bush from fall to
spring to engage in hunting and trapping.

1.2. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MONTAGNAIS

Montagnais is the term applied to a group of dialects of the Algonquian family
that are spoken in Quebec and Labrador. All of these dialects are differentiated
from more westerly forms of Algonquian - notably Cree - through the
palatalization to [€] (noted tsh) of Proto-Algonquian (hereafter PA) *k.
Montagnais dialects in Quebec/Labrador are differentiated from one



another by one very marked phonetic feature, namely the sounds (reflexes)
assumed by PA *|. In the west (James Bay region) *| becomes y; in the east n
(e.g. in most of the seven Islands, plus the Lower St. Lawrence North Shore
Montagnais dialects); in the south | (e.g.Pointe-Bleue and Bersimis, in Quebec);
and finally, r in the Atikamek region of quebec. The following map, adapted from
Mackenzie (1980), illustrates the reflexes of PA * in the Montagnais dialects of
Quebec - Labrador. On this map, NWR represents North-West River; DI-Davis
Inlet; SCH-Schefferville; BE-Bersimis; SI-Seven Islands; MIN-Mingan, NAT-
Natashquan; LR-La Romaine; SA-St. Augustin.

Reflexes of PA *I

As can be seen from the above map, Labrador Montagnais - in particular North-
West River Montagnais (NWRM) - is an n dialect, in that PA *n and *| merge as
n, as in PA *Iotenwi NWRM natin "it is windy", or PA *leekawi — NWRM nekaa
"sand".

The North-West River dialect of Montagnais shares certain features with
the Moisie dialect of Montagnais spoken in seven Islands and Schefferville, yet is
most similar to those Montagnais dialects found on the Lower North shore of the
St. Lawrence in such Quebec communities as St. Augustin, La Romaine, Mingan

and Natashquan. Various phonetic features which are characteristic of this latter
group of dialects in general, and of NWRM in particular, will be
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outlined in section 2.2. below. It should be noted that NWRM displays much
variability in its phonological, and to a lesser extent morphological,
characteristics, owing to the territorial and kinship contacts of speakers of NWRM
with speakers of related Montagnais/Naskapi dialects. Consequently, many of
the features listed in this sketch as characteristic of NWRM are to be interpreted
as variable rather than as categorical.

2. THE PHONOLOGY AND ORTHOGRAPHY OF NWRM
2.1. INTRODUCTION
2.1.1. The Phonological System

Like most other Montagnais dialects, NWRM has the following phonemic
inventory:

VOWELS

The seven vowel phonemes consist of:
)] three vowel pairs, the members of which are distinguished by vowel length
or quantity (the diacritic  over a vowel indicates length)

il n
lal 1al
lu/ 1a/
i) the vowel /e/, which comes from PA *€ (since the PA corresponding short

vowel, *e, has become | in Montagnais, there is no longer a Montagnais
opposition of /e/ and /&é/; hence no length mark will be placed over the g).

The vowel phonemes are now presented with their usual allophonic distribution
and English phonetic approximation.

Montagnais Vowel Usual Phonetic English Approximation
Phonemes Realization
/al [a] a of mama
lal 5] a of sofa
u of but

[A] (particularly before m)



n [1] ee of sheep
lil 5], [4] e of Rose's
V] y of yes
fal [0] o of rope
[u] (particularly after i) oo of loon
lu/ [0] u of put
[W] w of wall
lel [e] a of late

It immediately emerges from the above table that while three pairs of
vowels have been said to differ on the basis of length or quantity, what
phonetically distinguishes them in NWRM is in fact not so much length as quality
or timbre. Indeed, Martin et al. (1976) have shown, through detailed acoustic
analysis of the Montagnais of Natashquan and Mingan, that in final open
(stressed) syllable types, length is only one of the phonetic parameters of
opposition, another being vowel quality. This would mean, for example, that the
length distinction has disappeared in word-final G and u, as in such pairs as thd,
"owl!" and ushu "he boils him".

The informal impression one derives from younger speakers of NWRM,
indeed, is that vowel articulation is tending to be correlated with syllable type.
The open or closed nature of the syllable, that is, to some extent determines
vowel quality. The vowel e, for example, is usually heard as a tense close [e] (cf.

French "les") in an open syllable, but as a lax, more open [¢] in a closed syllable
(cf. English "bet"). Consequently a word such as esk” "again" is heard as [esk"],

while patetat "five" is pronounced [padedat]. While phonemic opposition is
maintained between g and y, there is nevertheless a similar tendency to
articulate both of these as lax [u] (cf. English "put") in a closed syllable, but as [0]

or [u] in an open syllable: contrast the singular miush [miyus] "box, suitcase™ with
the plural miuta [miyuta].
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Several other comments are in order with respect to the vowel system
presented in the above table. As can be seen, a neutralization process is
underway in the originally short vowels. for - among younger speakers at least -
the contrast between a and i is disappearing, both of these vowels being

regularly heard as centralized [3] or [i with tilde]; as a result, younger speakers
tend not to differentiate between such pairs as (a)misk" [(3)mask"] "beaver" and
mask" [mask"] "bear".

The /u/ phoneme also has a further phonetic realization not noted in the
above table. When in word-initial position, short u is regularly heard in NWRM

and in Lower North shore Montagnais as [wa] or [we], as in utinam [watanam] "he
takes it from there" or ute [wate] "here". (Long) 4, on the contrary, is always
heard as [u] or [0], as in Gpinam [opanAm] "he lifts it up".

The semi-consonant [w] pronunciation of u occurs in the same syllable as
an immediately preceding or immediately following vowel. a semi-consonant [y]
pronunciation of i is likewise triggered by the same environment. for the purpose
of the present work, [w] and [y] will simply be treated as allophones of /u/ and /i/,
respectively (see Martin 1975 for further details on this issue). A list of NWRM
diphthongs involving [w] and [y] is given in 2.1.2. below.

Examples of minimal pairs will now be provided for certain of the vowel
oppositions of NWRM. Phonetic transcriptions are provided in brackets.

ala
uskat [waskat] "his leg" uskat [waskat] "beginning"
atshuk" [acuk"] "seal" atshuk" [(3)¢uk"] "snot"

Vi
tshimin [Camin] "you give it to me" tshimin [€aman] "you drink"

uapamin [wabmin] "when you see me" uapimin [wabman] "apple”



/

1

dspuakana [oSpwagna] "his pipe"

uspuakan [uSpwagn] "pipe"

niuapamukinan [nawabmokonan] "we
are seen"

niuapamukunan [nawabmokunan] "he
sees us"

u

tatinam [tatanam] "he touches it"

tatunam [tatunAam] "he opens it"

alu
uskan [saSkan] "his bone" uskun [wask"un] "his liver"
14
1sh [i§] "tell it to him" ash [0§] "boat - canoe"
ela
tshekuen [egwen] "who" tshekuan [Cegwan] "what"
CONSONANTS

The eight consonant phonemes consist of:

i)
three stop consonants
bilabial Ip/
alveodental it/
velar K/




ii)
one affricate
palatal /¢
i)
two fricatives
alveopalatal /8/
glottal /h/
iv)
two nasals
bilabial /m/
alveodental In/

As can be seen, no voiced stop, affricate or fricative phonemes exist in
NWRM, nor indeed in most dialects of Cree and Montagnais. In actual fact,
however, the three stop phonemes and one affricate phoneme have both voiced
and voiceless allophones, with the voiced form being restricted to a voiced
environment, typically an intervocalic one. Thus /p/ may be pronounced [p] or
[b], /t/ is pronounced [t] or [d], /k/ is pronounced [K] or [g], and / €/, [€] or []]. a
word like utapan "car", with intervocalic t and p, would typically be pronounced
[(0)daban], and pimdteu "he walks" may occur as [pmodew]?.

While most of the above consonant phonemes enjoy a fairly wide
distribution, the /h/ phoneme occurs in NWRM only between two identical vowels,

such as is the case in the word Gha "owl" .2

A list of Montagnais consonant phonemes is now provided, along with the
closest English equivalent of each.

Montagnais English

Consonant Phonemes Approximation

Ip/ porb

It/ tord

K/ korg

IE] ch of church or j of jump
IS/ sh of ship

/h/ h

/m/ m

In/ n

It might also here be noted that stress in NWRM, as in most other
Montagnais dialects of eastern Quebec-Labrador, is word-final.



2.1.2. Orthography

The orthography to be used in this sketch is essentially a phonemic one,
with several symbolizations that are nevertheless phonetic rather than phonemic.
This orthography borrows heavily from the basically phonemic notation outlined
in Mailhot (1975); the Mailhot notation has been used since it is familiar to a
considerable number of Montagnais - including some NWRM speakers - and,
indeed, has been largely adopted, with certain minor variations, in a number of
Quebec Montagnais communities. The orthography closely parallels the
phonemic system presented in section 2.1.1.; thus it makes use of the seven
vowel symbols introduced in that section (&,a,1,i,0,u,e), as well as seven of the
consonant symbols (p,t,k,h,m,n).

The following points represent the chief features of the present
orthography which have been borrowed from the Maihot system:

i) Representation of the original short vowels i and a as such, even though the
i/a distinction has largely been neutralized for NWRM speakers.

i) Representation of vowels which are subject to procope and syncope in normal
speech (see 2.2.2. below)

iif) Use of a length mark (here ) to represent historically long vowels

iv) Use of u instead of w, and i instead of y

v) Use of u/d rather that 0/6

vi) Representation of [€] as tsh, and of [$§] as sh

vii) Representation of [s] or [ss] as ss (these sounds being the historical outcome
of palatalization of the group sk or st, or else the geminate resulting from

the loss of | in the diminutive sequence -sis)

viil) Representation of fricative + stop clusters as sp, st and sk, even though the
pronunciation of the fricative in such clusters varies between [s] and [$]

iX) Use of the symbols k" and m" to represent a word-final labialized velar stop
and labio-velarized bilabial stop, respectively.



The following list provides a summary of the orthographical symbols used
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in the present work, and gives an example of each.

ei
Tu/iu

eu

ku
tsh

sh

Nnass
mask"
uapatam
shiship
amisk"
kdn

kusseu
uapameu

ute

utei
miskdshiu

napeu
nipau
pupun
tanite
kakash
kak"
tshissu
shipt
min
nin

ehe

[nass]

[mask™]
[wabadAm]
[SiSip]

[(3)mask"]
[kon]

[kussew]
[wabmew]

[ote]

[odey]
[masgosyu]
[nabew]

[napaw]

[pupun]

[tante]
[koko§]
[ka(w)k"]
[& issO]
[Sibi]
[min]
[nin]

[ehe]

"completely”

"bear"
"he sees it"

Ilduckll
"beaver"
"SnoW"

"he is fishing"
"he sees him"

"here"

"his heart"
"he is hard"

“man"

"he is asleep”
"winter"
"where"

"0ig”
"porcupine”
"he is cooked"
“river"

"berry"

g

"yeS"
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2.1.3. Other Symbols

Several further symbols are used in this work to aid in the representation
and interpretation of Montagnais words. A hyphen (-) is used as an
orthographical symbol to separate preverbal elements from the verb stem, as in
tshika-takushinu utpat "he will be arriving soon" (see 5.2 below). The plus sign
(+) is used to represent a morpheme boundary merely to facilitate phoneme
identification, and is not to be construed as an orthographical symbol.

A slash (/) is occasionally used to represent a syllable division.

2.2. VOWEL PROCESSES IN NWRM

Although the phonological and orthographical orientation of the present
work is largely surfacist, several important phonological processes which
characterize NWRM will now be outlined. These processes will be stated in a
non-formalized fashion so as to be more easily understood by a general
audience.

The most striking processes undergone by vowels in NWRM are the
following:

i) Labialization

i) Word-initial Short Vowel Deletion

i) Diphthong Raising

iv) Nasalization

v) Vowel Coalescence/Deletion
Each of these processes will now be treated in turn.

2.2.1. Labialization

As in other Montagnais dialects, the labialized or lip-rounded velar
consonant sequence -k, when word-final, tends to assimilate an immediately
preceding (non-labialized) i to (labialized) u. Thus what is historically -ik" in

Cree/Montagnais is pronounced either [uk] or [uk"].
A similar rule of vowel labialization is to be found when the preceding
vowel is a or g; thus what is written kak" "porcupine” may be pronounced

[kawk™)], and mistamek” "whale" may be heard with a u glide, [mastamewk"].
This process may perhaps be better treated as a type of metathesis (cf
MacKenzie 1980: 131). Note that when -ik" is not in word-final position, it does

not affect a preceding &; thus the plural of kak", kakat, is pronounced [kag"ut]

rather than [kawg"ut]. In the case of an original preceding i vowel, however,
labialization does occur over the syllable boundary; thus the plural of atshuk"

"seal" is pronounced [ac¢u g"ut] rather than [atag"ut]. Since then ani/u
alternation does not exist phonetically before -ik" for at least a large number of
NWRM speakers,
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the decision was made to represent the [ek™”)] sequence as -uk rather than -ik"
in the present work. Thus, for example, the word for "seal" - noted as atshik” in
Mailhot and Lescop (1977) - will in this work be represented atshuk".

Vowel labialization is not restricted in NWRM to the environment of a
following -ik". The process of vowel harmony operates to labialize i or a + labial
consonant when u occurs in the following syllable, as in pupun "winter"
(historically pipun). Similarly, a and i tend to be labialized by a contiguous word

internal -ku-, as in takuan "it is (in a place)" which is pronounced [tog"un].
Finally, among younger speakers at least, a progressive vowel harmony occurs
in that word-initial u, when the mark of a 3" person possessor, causes
labialization of i or a in the following syllable, as in umashineikan "his book™
pronounced [mwasaneygen] or umassin "his shoe" pronounced [mwassan]. the
same phenomenon tends to occur in the case of first syllable long vowels: thus
umitiminu "his piece of firewood" has been heard as [mwitamano] and

upiskueuen "his hair" as [pwiskwewun].’

2.2.2. Word-Initial Short Vowel Deletion

Word-initial short vowels which immediately precede a single consonant
tend to be deleted in rapid speech, particularly the vowel a; thus akdp "coat,
jacket" is regularly pronounced [gop], asham "snowshoe" is pronounced [Sam],
and utapan "car", [daban]. Note that the vowel resurfaces after such prefixes as
the possessive prefix (see 4.2.1. below), to yield forms like nit+akdp [nategop]
"my coat", ut+amisk" [otemask"] "his beaver".

The same tendency may occur in rapid speech when an initial short vowel
is followed by a consonant cluster such as sp, st or sk, as in astau "he puts it"
pronounced [staw], and iskueu "woman" pronounced [skwew].

Outside of word-initial position, elision of short i and short a regularly
occurs between homorganic nasal and stop consonants (e.g. in such
environments as pVm or nVt), or between s (<tsh) and a followingt. Thus
pimuteu "he walks" is normally pronounced [pmotew], udpameu "he sees him" as
[wabmew], nitassi "my land" as [ntassi], and tshitakushin "you are sick" as
[stakoSan] (cf. 2.3.3. below). elision also typically occurs in the environment tsh-
sh [€-§] as in mitshishu "he eats", which, after short vowel deletion and
consonant simplification, is pronounced [mi¢o].® Elision of short i may result in a
small number of consonant changes, such as the apparent deletion of p when in
rapid speech a form like tshipatshi-nipapan "he could have slept" is pronounced
with initial [Caji].

As mentioned in 2.1.2. above, the orthography adopted in this sketch
attempts to represent vowels that have been subject to syncope. The only
consistent exception to this is to be found in inflectional endings, where, for
example, a historically deleted vowel in such sequences as -nVish-, -nVt-, -nVn-
(e.g. in noun plural, possessive and locative paradigms, as well as in certain
verbal conjunct endings) is not represented.
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2.2.3. Diphthong Raising

The vowel sequence ai [ay] - which historically derives from -ahi- - has
undergone raising to ei [ey] in NWRM, as in the Moisie dialect. This raising may
have occurred via the stages ahi—[ayi]—[eyi], a [y] being the normal phonetic
transition between two contiguous front vowels. Several examples follow, along
with their Cree counterparts (taken from Ellis n.d.)

NWRM Cree
"book" mashineikan masinahikan
"lake" shakeikan sakahikan

The same raising occurs in the case of a historical sequence aha; this
may be illustrated by such verbs as pisteim "he hits it by accident” or shaskeim
"he lights it", where -eim derives from the sequence -aham (see 5.3.3.1. below).

The [ey] diphthong in NWRM does not simply result, however, from the
historical sequences -ahi- and -aha-. The same raising occurs synchronically in
NWRM in the sequences a + a or a + i (where + designates a morpheme
boundary):

a+a tshika + atusseu "he will work™ [Eageytussew]
nika + ashuapamau "l will wait [nsgeyswabmaw]
for him"

a+i tshika + itateu "he will go" [Eageytotew]

Since occurrences of historical -ahi- and -aha- are heard - among younger
speakers at least - as [ey], they will be represented in the present work as ei, the
manner in which they are typically noted by literate NWR residents. this
representation marks a departure from the Mailhot orthography, where the
diphthong is noted ai (e.g. Mailhot and Lescop 1977).” Synchronic sequences of
ataora+ti, however, will be noted a-a or a-i, since these vowels may be
reconstructed whether by isolating the morphemes in question, or by inserting
the individual morphemes into different morphemic combinations.
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2.2.4. Nasalization

The nasal consonant n in intervocalic position between a and i may
disappear in normal speech, nasalizing the diphthong which results. Thus

tanispish "when" is regularly pronounced as [tayspa$], utanisha "his/her
daughter" as [utdySa], patshiuianish "shirt" as [pacuiyay$] and anisheniu, "angel”
as [aySenyu]. Speakers would appear to be aware of the alternative
pronunciation with nasal consonant, and can usually restore the n in formal style.

The disappearance of the nasal consonant and ensuing nasalization of the
vowel would seem, however, to be highly restricted. Thus these processes do
not appear operative in the sequence ani (as opposed to the ani sequence of the
previous examples): the nasal consonant is not deleted in such words as
nanish" "by two", kanimist "dancer", kanishishit "twins". Further, it does not
occur in all -ani- sequences: thus aniskuenuk" "ant" and manikueu "he builds him
a dwelling" do not undergo the nasalization rule. Yet nasalization may
(optionally) be found in certain and sequences, as in nanuatau "he spills it"
pronounced [nawtaw]. It also may occur in certain eni sequences, as in
manitenish "sheep" pronounced [mandeys]. Note that in this last example the
nasalization rule would have to be ordered after the rule deleting a short vowel
between the homorganic nasal+stop sequence n-t (cf 2.2.2. above), to prevent
the production of such forms as *[maydeys].

Further details on NWRM nasalization are to be found in Clarke and
MacKenzie (1981), where it is shown that nasalization is a variable rule which is
most likely to occur in the sequence -anish.

2.2.5. Vowel Coalescence/Deletion

This section will outline the processes involved when two vowels fall
together synchronically at a morpheme boundary. In general, it may be said that
short vowels at morpheme boundaries are less likely to be preserved than are
long vowels. Examples will be provided of all four possible combinations of long
and short vowels; forms arbitrarily chosen by way of illustration are 3™ person
singular verb forms preceded by the preverb morphemes tshika- (future marker),
natshi- "go (over) to (do x)", and tshipa- "should, ought".

It might also be noted here that when two consonants become contiguous
at a morpheme boundary, a connective i is generally inserted between them.
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As the following examples illustrate, only the second of two short vowels
of a sequence tend to be preserved:

i+a—a natshi + atusseu —
"he is going (over)
to work"

[nasjtussew]®

i+u—u natshi + ushueu — [najuswew]
"he is going (over)
to boil him"

atu—u tshika + ushueu — [Gakudwew]
"he will boil him"

In the case of identical vowels, however, vowel coalescence occurs to
give the phonetic equivalent of a long vowel:

i+1—T natshi + iteu — [najitew]
"he is going (over)
to tell him"

The combinations a + i and a + a result in diphthong raising, as outlined in
2.2.3. above:

a+i—[ey] tshika + iteu - [Cogeytew]
"he will tell him"

a+a— [ey] tshika + atusseu - [€ogeytussew]
"he will be
working"
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V + V(long) — V(long)
In a short + long vowel sequence, the long vowel is maintained, as in:

i+e—e natshi + —
etatinastau "he is
going (over) to
place it upside
down"

[najetatnastaw]

If however the vowel sequence involved is a + a or i + 3, the short vowel
becomes a glide:

a+a—|ya] tshika + akushu — [¢agyagodo]
"he will be sick"
i+a—[ya] natshi + aprkuneu — [najyabigonew]
"he is going (over)
to untie him"
The sequence a + e results in [ey], as in:
a+e—J[ey] tshika + — [Cageytatnastaw]

etatinastau "he will
place it upside
down"

No clear examples could be found of sequences the second element of
which was1 or G.
V(long) + V — V(lonQ)

This rule, which deletes a morpheme-initial short vowel when it follows a
morpheme-final long vowel, would seem to be actualized only in the following
vowel sequence:

T+a—1 Ui + atusse —

[witussew]
"he wants to work"

If the two vowels in question are identical, the resulting V(long) could be
interpreted as the output of either the above rule or of a rule of vowel
coalescence, as in:

T+i—>1 ut + issishueu - [wissiSwew]
"he wants to say"




Further, when the second (or short_ vowel is u, this u is not lost, but
remains as a syllable-initial vowel:

T+u —1u®

ut + ushueu

_ [wivSwew]
"he wants to boll
him"
a+u—alu tshipa + ushueu [Eobauswew]
"he should boll
him"

Similarly, & + i would seem to be maintained:

a+i—[ay]

tshipa + issishueu
"he should say"

[Cabayssiswew]

If the sequence is a + a, raising seems to occur in the second vowel, with
the intervention of ay glide:

a+a— [aye]

tshipa + atusseu
"he should work"

[Cobayetussew]

a+a— [aye]

tshipa + apistam
"he should live
(there)"

[Cobayebastam]

V(long); + V(long), — V(long);V(long), —[ V(long),yV(long),

No vowel coalescence would seem to occur when the two vowels which
fall together at a morpheme boundary are both long. An intervening y glide,
however, is typical of a V(long) + V(long) sequence, as displayed by the following

examples:
T+e —J[iye] uT + etatinastau [wiyetatanastaw]
"he wants to place
it upside down"
a+e — [aye] tshipa + [obayetotonastaw]
etatinastau "he
should place it
upside down"
T+a — [iya] ut + akushu [wiyago$o]
"he tends to be
sick"
a+a— [ayq] tshipa + akushu [&abayagoso]

"he should be
sick”
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The above morpheme boundary phenomena associated with vowels will
not be represented in the orthography of the present sketch. Rather (see 2.1.3.
above), preverbs will simply be separated from verb roots by a hyphen. Thus "he
will be working" will be represented as tshika-atusseu, to be read as

[Cogeytussew].
2.3. CONSONANT PROCESSES IN NWRM

The consonant processes to be outlined in this section are the following:
i) Pre-Consonantal h-Deletion

i) §/h Alternation

i) Initial Consonant Cluster Simplification

iv) akan — an Reduction

v) tsh/t Alternation

2.3.1. Pre-Consonantal h-Deletion

Certain Montagnais dialects, like Cree, have retained the pre-aspirated
stop series hp, ht and hk. In NWRM, however - as in the LNS Montagnais
dialects - the h generally disappears in such clusters, lengthening a preceding
short vowel. For younger NWRM speakers, at least, h is lost in all pre-
consonantal environments,'® even though in LNS dialects h is generally retained
before a word-final consonant. the following NWRM examples are given with
corresponding Pointe-Bleue (Quebec) forms, this latter dialect being the only
Montagnais dialect that completely retains the pre-aspirated stop series (Mailhot
1975:31):

NWRM Pointe-Bleue Montagnais
atik" "caribou” atihk"

K" "louse” ihk"

takau "it is cold" takhaiau

mit "piece of firewood" miht

pimateu "he walks" pimuhteu

The single stop consonant which results from loss of preaspiration in
NWRM may or may not be subject to voicing in intervocalic position, i.e., it does
not necessarily appear as a fortis rather than a lenis consonant. the same
observation has been made for the dialects of Bersimis, Schefferville and Seven
Islands by Mailhot (1975:31).
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2.3.2. §/h Alternation

Particularly among younger speakers, sh [$§] tends to be replaced by h in
initial and especially in intervocalic position; thus shiship "duck" may be
pronounced [Sihip] or even [hihip], and shash "already” may be pronounced [hah]
in rapid speech. the sh — h sound change is typical of such LNS dialects as
those of Mingan, Natashquan, La Romaine and St. Augustin (see Mailhot
1975:28, Drapeau et al 1975:353 and Cowan 1976:330-332).

2.3.3. Initial Consonant Cluster Simplification
An initial consonant cluster consisting of the affricate tsh plus the stop t (a

cluster which itself results from the loss of a short vowel, as described in 2.2.2.
above) is simplified in NWRM, as in many other Montagnais dialects, to [st]:

| Spelling Pronunciation
tshitatussen "you are working" [stotussen]
tshititenimau "you think (it) of him" [stenamaw]

2.3.4. -akan — -an Reduction

In NWRM, a velar stop k is normally deleted in casual speech, at least
among younger speakers, when it occurs in the sequence -akan. Thus
mitshuakan "table" is normally pronounced as [mi¢wan], tetapuakan "chair" as

[tetospwan] and uapamakan, "he is seen" as [wabman].

2.3.5. tsh/t Alternation

Historically, tsh has become t in NWRM when it precedes syllabic n ( < in),
through a process of regressive assimilation of point of articulation. This explains
such oppositions as nitsh "my house"/nitinan "our house", the latter presumably
deriving from an earlier form *nitshinan.

3. GRAMMATICAL CATEGORIES IN MONTAGNAIS

3.1. INTRODUCTION

Montagnais, like other languages of the Algonquian family, has two basic
parts of speech: nominals and verbals. Of these two, verbals are more frequent,
and display a more complex morphology, both inflectional and derivational. By
comparison to English and other Indo-European languages, Algonquian
languages are more verbally-oriented; that is, they tend to express notions that
would be considered nominal in English by a verbal structure. Thus the English
noun "dawn" would be translated into Montagnais as uapaki, literally "when it is
dawn", and the prepositional phrase "at night" would be equivalent to tepiskatsht,
literally "when it is night".




19

In addition to nominals and verbals, a third part of speech can be identified
in Algonquian languages. This, normally referred to as the patrticle, is
characterized by an absence of inflectional endings; that is, it is invariable in
form. Particles may correspond to English prepositions, conjunctions, adverbials
or certain pronouns. It should be added that while the majority of particles are
invariable, certain would appear to involve nominal endings, in particular the
locative ending (see 4.4 below).

3.2. NOMINALS

Nominals in Montagnais include both nouns and pronouns. The
inflectional endings of nominals reflect the following three main grammatical
categories, each of which is outlined in the following sub-sections:

i) animacy
i) number
iii) person

In addition, nominal endings reflect a type of syntactically-determined
person (obviation).

Two relatively minor derivational categories - the |locative and the
diminutive - are displayed by nouns but not by pronouns. Because of the

frequency of occurrence of these categories they will be discussed in sections
4.4. and 4.5. below.

3.2.1. Animacy

Nouns and pronouns in Montagnais belong to one of two so-called
"gender” classes: animate and inanimate. To a certain extent, this classification
has a logical or natural basis: thus nouns denoting people and animals (as well
as trees and certain plants) are classed as animate, whereas nouns denoting
non-living entities are usually classed as inanimate. A number of non-living
entities, however, belong to the animate category, and from a superficial point of
view at least would appear to be so classed in a quite arbitrary or conventional
manner. Among this latter group are to be found certain body parts, articles of
clothing, and sacred items such as tobacco. Darnell and Vanek (1976: 162ff)
suggest that non-living items classed in Algonguian as animate display a feature
of "power": this would clarify why a tree is categorized as animate, whereas the
(dead) wood derived from it is viewed as inanimate, or why bushes or shrubs
with thorns to protect themselves are animate (e.g. raspberry), while those which
do not have such protective devices are inanimate (e.g. strawberry).
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3.2.2. Number

Montagnais nouns and pronouns are either singular or plural.** Marking
for number is conveyed by means of an inflectional suffix, dependent on whether
the noun is animate or inanimate. Actual animate and inanimate plural markers
are provided in 4.1. below.

3.2.3. Person

All nouns and non-personal pronouns are invariably third person.
Personal pronouns, however, occur in all three persons, as follows:

Singular Plural
1 nin "I" 1p ninan "we"

2 tshin "you (s)" 2p  tshiniuau "you (p)"
3 uin "he/she" 3p  umniuau "they""”

The first personal plural (1p) form listed above, however, is not the only
means available for pluralizing a first singular (1) personal pronoun. For in
addition to ninan, there occurs the form tshinan(u). The difference between the
two forms in one of inclusion vs. exclusion of the addressee. tshinan(u) refers to
both speaker and addressee (i.e. an inclusive "we"); ninan refers not to the
addressee, but to the speaker and a third person, or someone external to the
speech situation (i.e. an exclusive "w", since it does not include the addressee).
Inclusive tshinan(u) will be symbolized as a 21 plural (i.e. one having reference
to addressee "you" and speaker "I"); ninan, which could be represented as a 13
form, will simply be noted as a 1p personal pronoun. The distinction just outlined
between inclusive and exclusive representation in the first person plural will also
be found to occur in verb forms.

Since the person of the grammatical subject - as well as the object - is
marked in the verb, personal pronouns would typically be used in a sentence
only for emphasis.

3.3. VERBALS

The inflectional endings of Algonquian verbs reflect four major verb
classes. These are dependent on the following factors:
i) the presence or absence of a verbal object or goal
i) the gender (animate or inanimate) of the goal, in cases where one
exists
iii) the gender (animate or inanimate) or the subject or actor, in cases
where no goal exists
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The first of these factors results in a distinction between TRANSITIVE and
INTRANSITIVE verbs. In accordance with ii) above, transitive verbs are further
subdivided into TRANSITIVE ANIMATE (TA) verbs and TRANSITIVE
INANIMATE (TI) verbs, that is, verbs that have animate and inanimate goals,
respectively. Intransitive verbs, in accordance with iii) above, will fall into one of
two types: ANIMATE INTRANSITIVE (Al) verbs, in the case of an animate actor,
and INANIMATE INTRANSITIVE (Il) verbs, in the case of an inanimate actor.

The following table provides a summary of the above, along with an
example of each of the four verbal types, using the stem uishau- "yellow".*3

VERB
+GOAL (TRANSITIVE) -GOAL (INTRANSITIVE)
+ANIMATE -ANIMATE +ANIMATE -ANIMATE
GOAL GOAL SUBJECT SUBJECT
(TA) (T1) (Al) (D)

urshaukushueu
"he browns him

utishaukusham "he
browns it"

uishaushiu "he is
yellow"

urshauau "it is
yellow"

(lit. "makes him

golden through
cooking")

The above four verbal classes are differentiated from one another by four
distinct sets of inflectional suffixes. As will be seen below, these inflectional

suffixes refer back to the subject or actor,** with which they agree in number and
person (except of course for the Il verb class where the inanimate actor is of
necessity third person). Verbs also agree with an obviative (3') actor (see 4.3.
below for a discussion of the obviative category).

A variation on the above four verb types occurs in the case of verbs which
are notionally transitive, yet whose inflectional suffixes place them formally in the
intransitive Al paradigm. Such verbs have been termed pseudo-transitive, or TI2,
and may be illustrated by such Montagnais forms as astau "he places it",
apatshitau "he uses it", ishinakutau "he does it in such a way". While verbs in the
TI2 class are quite common in Montagnais, they will not be treated as a separate
category in this study, since the inflections they display are identical with those of
Al verbs.
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The following subsections will outline the major grammatical categories for
which are inflected all four basic verb classes. These categories are as follows:

i) verb order

i) verb mode

iii) verb tense

iv) number and person agreement with actor (subject)

3.3.1. Verb Order

Any given Montagnais verb stem (i.e. ALII,TA or TI) may co-occur with two
different inflectional suffix sets, depending largely - though not exclusively - on
whether the verb is o be found in a main or in a dependent clause at the surface
level. The form assumed by the verb in a main clause is termed the
INDEPENDENT ORDER, and that in a dependent clause the CONJUNCT
ORDER. The difference between the two orders is formally reflected not only in
differences in inflectional suffixes, but also in the presence or absence of
personal prefixes, the independent being characterized by a personal (subject)
prefix which is not found in the conjunct.

A third order, the IMPERATIVE, occurs in commands. Like the conjunct,
the imperative differs from the independent through possession of a separate set
of inflectional endings, as well as through absence of a personal (subject) prefix.

3.3.2. Verb Mode

Independent and conjunct orders both exhibit a modal dichotomy into
INDICATIVE and DUBITATIVE modes.’® The indicative essentially represents
an event as fact or reality, while the dubitative represents it as possibility or
potentiality: contrast the dependent indicative niudpama "I saw him" with the

independent dubitative niudpamakupan "I might have seen him".

3.3.3. Verb Tense

Within each of the two modes outlined above, there occurs a binary
division into two tenses: non-past and past. Since in the indicative, at least, the
non-past tense may even assume a past reference - provided the sentence
contains temporal particles with past reference, or by some other means
indicates past temporal reference - the non-past tense will be called the
NEUTRAL (see Ellis 1971).16 The past tense will be referred to as the
PRETERIT.

3.3.4. Summary: Verbal Order, Mode and Tense

The following table summarizes the three grammatical dichotomies that
are morphologically marked in the verb:
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ORDER INDEPENDENT OR CONJUNCT
MODE Indicative Dubitative
TENSE neutral | preterit neutral | preterit

3.3.5. Number and Person of the Actor (Subject)

No matter what the order, mode or tense of the verb, its inflectional suffix
reflects agreement in number and person with its subject or actor. In the
independent order, this subject or actor is represented through the use of a
personal prefix, which always occurs verb-initially. The prefix identifies only the
person of the actor, as follows:

1, ni-
2, tshi-
3, | (no prefix)

The number of the actor emerges from the form of the inflectional suffix;
contrast:

tshi+nipan'® tshi+nipanau
"you (s) are "you (p) are
asleep" asleep"

Both of these forms have a 2™ person prefix, tshi-, yet differ as to number as a
result of differences in the inflectional suffix. as in the case of the personal
pronoun, a plural form with 21 reference (i.e. "we inclusive") is formed by means
of 2" person prefix, this time in conjunction with a 1% person plural suffix.
Contrast:

tshi+nipanan ni-nipanan
"we (incl.) are "we (excl.) are
asleep” asleep”

which differ from each other in NWR Montagnais merely by means of their prefix.
In other Montagnais dialects, the suffix may also differ.

Two phonetic variations occur among the 1* and 2" person verbal
prefixes, in accordance with morphophonemic rules. When the verb stem begins
with a vowel other than u, -t- is inserted to produce the prefixes nit- and tshit-, as
in nitapitshitan "l use it" (cf. the 3" person prefixless apatshitau "he uses it"). If
the initial vowel of the verb is a vocalic u, however, the prefixes reduce to n- and
tsh- as in nupaun "I fly" and tshdpaun "you fly" (cf. the 3" singular form upau).




4. NOMINAL PARADIGMS

4.1. THE PLURAL PARADIGM

As outlined in 3.2.2. above, the plural inflectional suffix of any noun is
dependent on the gender of that noun. In brief, inanimate nouns form their plural

in -a, while animates form their plural in -at:*°

Inanimate Nouns

Singular

Plural

massin "shoe"

massina "shoes"

mashineikan "book"

mashineikana "books"

ashukan "bridge"

ashukana "bridges”

Animate Nouns

Singular Plural
namesh "fish" nameshat "fish(es)"
shiship "duck" shishipat "ducks"

iskuess "girl" iskuessat "girls"

Several points should be made concerning the notation of plurals in this
sketch. The plural of inanimate nouns ending in -k" will be represented by -(k)ua,

as in:
Singular Plural
paustuk” paustukua
"waterfall" "waterfalls"

Similarly, the plural of inanimates ending in -um ( < im") would be
represented (um)ua, although no such forms have been elicited. The plurals of
animate nouns ending in -k and in -um (which results historically from -im") will

be noted -ut:; %°




25

Singular Plural
kak" "porcupine” kakut
"porcupines”
atshuk" "seal" atshukut "seals"
atum (<atim") "dog" | atumut "dogs"

Finally, the plural of animate singular nouns ending in a vowel or diphthong, as
well as those ending in -n, will be noted -t (cf. 2.2.5. and 2.2.2. above):

Singular Plural
napeu "man" napeut "men"
iskueu "woman" iskueut "women"
innu "Indian person" | innut "Indians"
uspuakan "pipe" uspuakant

"pipes”
teueikan "toy" teueikant "toys"

For some NWR speakers, however, animate nouns ending in -n are
pluralized by means of -at [at].

In retaining a separate syllable morpheme -a as an inanimate plural
marker, NWRM patterns with the Lower North Shore (Quebec) dialects. In other
dialects, such as the Montagnais of Seven Islands, Schefferville, Pointe-Bleue
and Bersimis, the inanimate plural marker -a is subject to loss; in these dialects,
a phonological process involving the length, stress and tone of the final syllable is
used as a compensatory plural marker (Mailhot 1975: 39). While tonal
distinctions do seem to some extent operative in NWRM (see for example
5.4.2.1. below), they do not regularly occur as an alternative to the -a plural
marker.?!

4.2. THE POSSESSIVE PARADIGM
A possessed noun is marked by the following:

i) an obligatory prefix designating the person of the possessor (1% person
ni-, 2" person tshi-, 3 person u-)

i) a possessed noun suffix -im- which seems to specifically mark
"possessable object”, and which occurs in certain nouns only - see

4.2.2.
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iii) an optional plural suffix, which pluralizes the possessor of i) above

Each of these affixes will now be treated in turn. An overall resume of the noun

possessive paradigm will be presented in tabular form, along with other nominal
suffixes, in 4.7. below.

4.2.1. The Possessive Prefix

The personal prefix designating a possessor is identical to the personal
prefix used to designate a verbal actor (cf. 3.3.5. above), except in the third
person, where a u- possessive prefix corresponds to a lack of prefix in the verb.
As such, the possessive prefixes undergo the same morphophonemic processes
outlined for the verbal prefixes, with t- insertion occurring before a noun
beginning with any vowel, except u, and -i- deletion before a noun with initial u:

Stem - Initial Sound:

Consonant Vowel The Vowel u
(other than u)
1 ni- nit- n-
2 tshi- tshit- tsh-
3 u- ut- u-
e.g. nimashineikan tshitaput Gspuakana®?
"my book" "your paddle" "his pipe"

4.2.2. The -im- Suffix

The possessed noun suffix -im- has a distribution which has not been
entirely determined. This distribution would appear to be essentially
semantically-conditioned in that -im is likely to occur with animate nouns
(especially the names of humans and animals), rather than with inanimates.
Contrast:
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Inanimate Animate
nipassikan "my gun" | nishiship+im "my
duck"
nitdsh "my boat"*> nitauass+im "my child"

Note that morphophonemic rules affect -im- in a way similar to the animate
plural suffix -at discussed in section 4.1. Thus after a noun stem ending in a
vowel -im may reduce to -m by regular morphophonemic rule (see 2.2.5. above)
as in ninipim "my water", from nitnipi+im; after a stem terminating in -k" or -um
(< -im") the i of the suffix is labialized to u (e.g. ni_kak+um "my porcupine"). It
should also be noted that a noun stem ending in a diphthong (e.g. -au, -eu)
undergoes loss of the second element of the diphthong before affixation of the -m
possessive marker, as in n+utshima+m "my boss/chief" (cf. the independent
noun utshimau "boss, chief").

The -im- suffix, however, also co-occurs with a restricted number of
inanimates. Thus it is regularly attached to at least two inanimate nouns ending
in a diphthong, as follows:

Independent Inanimate Noun Stem Possessed Noun
shiniau "money" tshishdnia+m "your money"
meskanau "path” umeskana+m "his path"

The above distribution might suggest some degree of phonetic
conditioning on the occurrence of -im- with inanimate nouns, yet there appear to
be no obvious rules. Thus some shorter inanimates display the -im- suffix (e.g.
ni+tshiman+im "my match"”, ni+pimi+m "my grease", ni+mit+im "my piece of
firewood") while others do not (e.g. tshit+tsh "your canoe”). Inanimates ending
in -im (e.g. u+mitshim "his food"), -in (e.g. tshi+massin "your shoe") and -kan
(e.g. ni+mitshishuakan "my table") tend not to take the -im suffix, yet it is found in
the inanimate ni+natukun+im "my medicine".

The key to the occurrence of -im- with inanimate nouns would appear to
lie in semantic factors. As pointed out by José Mailhot (personal
communication), inanimate nouns which denote body parts constitute a very
interesting case. In those instances where a part of the body is treated as a
detached entity, the noun will take the possessed suffix -im. Thus nustikuanim
"my head" (e.g. of an animal) is opposed to the dependent noun (see 4.2.4.
below) nustikuan "my (own" head", this latter never taking the -in suffix.

The example just given would suggest that the suffix -im- is used in those
cases where possession must be specifically marked, given the nature of the
noun in question. Thus an animate noun that is possessed is no longer a fully
functioning animate, its new and temporary status being marked by -im-. In
those instances, however, where an animate noun must, by virtue of its inherent
characteristics, be conceived of only in a possessed state (the case
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of the dependent nouns described in 4.2.4. below), the -im- marker is not used.
Since, as a result of its categorization as an entity without power, an inanimate
noun is readily possessable by an animate, this possession is not normally
marked with -im-. Yet a dependent inanimate noun that is temporarily
recategorized as non-dependent would take the -im- suffix - the case, for
example, of body parts that cease to be inherently possessed by the designated
possessor. It remains to be explained, however, why a very restricted number of

inanimates (e.g. "match", " path") regularly co-occur with -im-.

money",
4.2.3. The Suffix of Plural Possession

When a noun is possessed by a plural possessor, this fact is marked
morphologically through the addition of a suffix immediately following the -im- just
discussed. The shape of the suffix is dependent on the person of the plural
possessor, as follows:

1p, inan
21, |inu/inan(u)®
2pm_|iuau
3pm |iuau

Examples:

1p - nikdkuminant "our (excl.) porcupine”

= ni (1% person + kak (root) + um (-im suffix + inan
possessor) after root in -k") (1p possessor)
21 - tshimeskanaminu "our (incl.) path"
= tshi (2" person |+ meskana (root + m (-im suffix +inu (21
possessor) meskanau after root in vowel) | possessor)
reduced before -
im- suffix)
2p - tshitashukaniuau "your (p) bridge"
= tshit (tshi+t + ashukan (root) +iuau (2p
before root in pOSSessor)
vowel)
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In the case of a 1p or 21 possessor, this work will adopt the orthographical
convention that the initial -i of the inan/inu suffix is dropped after noun stems
terminating in -n or in a vowel, since i is not pronounced. Thus "our (excl.) shoe"
will be written ni+massin+nan rather than ni+massin+inan, and "our (incl.)
paddle", tshit+apui+nu.

Note that a possessive plural suffix typically does not co-occur, at least
among younger NWRM speakers, with a suffix denoting plurality of the
possessed object, whether inanimate -a or animate -at. Thus nimassinnan could
be translated as "our (excl.) shoe" or "our shoes", the expected inanimate
pluralizer (-a) being deleted after -inan.

4.2.4. Dependent Noun Stems

Certain nouns cannot occur independently, but are always found with an
inseparable possessive prefix, whether the ni-, tshi- and u- discussed above, or
the prefix mi-, referring to an indefinite possessor (i.e. "somebody's"”). Such
nouns are referred to as DEPENDENT. The dependent noun group consists
essentially of nouns denoting body parts (e.g. utitsht "his hand", uskun "his liver",
utshikun "his knee"), kinship terms (e.g. ukauia "his mother", utauia "his father,
uikanisha "his relation”, utussa "his aunt” etc.), several articles of clothing (e.g.
mitash "stocking"), as well as a very small number of other nouns (e.g. miush
"suitcase" or "box"). The -im- possessive marker is not attached to dependent
noun stems.

At least two dependent noun kinship terms have a special "vocative" form,
or form of address. Thus nikau "my mother" has a vocative form nika, and natau
"my father" has a vocative nita.

4.2.5. Irregular Noun Stems

A small number of nouns ending in -sh change the -sh to -t before adding
any inflectional suffixes.”® these include ush "boat, canoe” (e.g. nit+ush, "my
canoe", nit+dt+inan "our canoe”, tt+a "canoes") and the dependent stem miush-,
"box/suitcase” (possessed stem miut-, plural miut+a). In somewhat different
fashion the dependent stem uitsh "his house" has -t 1p and 21 plural possessor
forms (nit_inan, tshit+inu) but -tsh forms elsewhere (e.g. nitsh "my house",
tshitsh+iuau "your (pl.) house™). An explanation for this latter phenomenon is
found in 2.3.5. above.

The noun atum "dog" has an irregular possessed noun stem -tem, as in
ni+tem "my dog". Elsewhere the stem is regular, as in atum+ut "dogs".
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4.3. THE OBVIATIVE

Montagnais, like other Algonquian languages, possesses what is often
referred to as a "further third person”, distinguished from the third person by a
distinct set of inflectional suffixes. This category, the obviative, might be better
regarded as syntactically or contextually determined. A third-person noun or
pronoun becomes obviative when it is "out of focus” in any given discourse, that
is, when it is not the most prominent subject or topic of discourse. This would
typically occur in a situation where a third person is already "in focus". An
animate noun marked for obviation - henceforth noted as 3' - is indifferent to
number, and can be understood as either singular or plural, as the context
demands. Inanimate nouns maintain different inflections for singular and plural
obviative.”®

Obviation will typically be found in both animate and inanimate nouns
when they occur as the object or goal of a verb with a 3" person subject. In such
an instance, an inanimate noun will have a singular inflection -inu and a plural
inflection -a, as in the following sentences, which contrast 3" person
subject/obviative object with 1™ person subject/non-obviative (i.e. 3" person)
object.

1 subject, 3 object Nimisken dsh "l find a boat"
Nimisken Gta "l find some boats"

3 subject, 3’ object Miskam at+inu "He finds a boat"
Miskam at+a "He finds some boats"

-lnu will be represented as -nu after nouns ending in -n, as in Miskam
mashineikan+nu "He finds a book". In addition, nouns ending in a diphthong
(e.g. -ag, -eu) drop the second element of the diphthong before adding the
inanimate singular obviative ending -nu, as in Kanauenitam shdnia+nu "He has
money".

An animate noun, whether singular or plural, that is the object of a TA verb
with a 3" person subject will be marked by the animate obviative inflection -a, the
same ending that marks the plural of inanimates:

Miskueu atikua "He finds a caribou"/"He finds some
caribou"

The possessive paradigm presents a second typical context for obviation.
An animate noun that is possessed by a 3 person animate will usually be
marked as obviative, it being the second instance of a 3 person. The following
examples indicate the occurrence of an animate obviative marker -a with a 3"
person possessor, and its non-occurrence with a 1% or 2" pOSsessor:
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ataut+a "his father"

cf. natau "my father"
utaput+a "his paddle (s)"
cf. tshitaput "your (s) paddle"

Note that when the noun in question is followed by a suffix of plural possession
the -a of obviation may or may not appear; thus "their boss(es)" is translated as
either Gtshimamiuau (=u+utshimau+im+iuau) or atshimamiuaua.

An inanimate possessed noun does not take obviative endings, but rather
the regular singular > (zero) and plural -a inflections, as in:

u+mashineikan | "his book"
u+mashineikana | "his books"

Several points should be made concerning the obviative inflections of a
possessed noun which itself functions as the object of a verb. First of all, an
expected obviative does not occur when the 3" person possessor of the noun
object is identical to the subject of the sentence; contrast:

Miskam "He finds his (own)
u+mashineikan book"

in which "book™" has no obviative marking, with:

Miskam "He finds his (i.e. someone else's)
u+mashineikan+nu book"

where the expected obviative occurs. Of course, a noun with a 1% or 2 person
possessor that is the object of a 3¢ person subject verb will receive the expected
obviative marking, as in:

Uapatam "He sees your book"
tshi+mashineikan+nu

Uapameu tsh+shiship+im+a | "He sees your duck(s)"

Here, "book" and "duck" are marked as obviative since they represent the second
mention of a 3" person, the verb subject "he" constituting the first.

Secondly, the situation may arise where the noun object is possessed by
an obviative possessor, the latter not serving as subject of the sentence.
Examples of such a case follow for Tl and TA verbs with singular and plural
objects.
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TI: Tshan miskamueu®’ "John finds his father's

Singular Object ataut+a u+miokuman+nu | knife"

TI: Tshan miskamueu "John finds his father's

Plural Object ataut+a knives"
u+muikuman+nua

TA: Tshan miskamueu "John finds his father's

Singular and Plural ataut+a u+tem+inua dog(s)"

Objects

Here the 3" person subject is at two removes from the possessed object, since
the object is possessed by a second instance of a "3 person, i.e. by a 3' or
obviative possessor. The object, then, constitutes the third instance of a 3"
person, i.e. a 3". In such instances, an inanimate singular has the same ending
as does a regular 3' inanimate singular, -inu. The inanimate plural and animate
(singular or plural) 3" ending, however, is -inua. The same 3" forms occur,
incidentally, when the noun is not functioning as a verbal object; thus the phrase
"John's father's dog(s)" is at two persons remove from the 3™ person possessor,
"John".

The 3" (2nOI obviative) marking just described occurs only in the case of a
possessed noun at least two removes from a 3" person verb subject or
possessor. Thus should a 3' noun (e.g. a noun possessed by a 3" person) occur
as the subject of a verb, the (unpossessed) noun object will simply bear the
regular 3' (1* obviative) marking:

TI Tshan ataur+a miskaminua "John's father finds a book (some
mashineikan+nu (mashineikan+a) books)"

TA | Tshan Gtaur+a miskuenua atiku+a "John's father finds a caribou/some
caribou"

It must be concluded, then, that the 3" inflections are reserved only for
cases when a 2" obviative is explicitly marked, as in the two cases described in
the preceding paragraph.

While the above outline of the form and function of the obviative has
concentrated on nominals that correspond to English "common" nouns, names of
persons (cf. English "proper” nouns) are of course also subject to obviative
marking in such contexts as those described above. While the obviative of a 3'
proper noun ending in a consonant is formed by the addition of -a, asin :

Tshan uapamepan Mani-Shan+a mak | "John saw Marie-Jeanne and Marie-
Mani-Nush+a Rose"

Proper nouns ending in a vowel form their obviative in -ua, as in:
Tshan uapamepan "John saw
Mani+ua Mary"
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Obviative marking is also to be found in complex sentences where both
the main and dependent clauses contain what would be represented in English
as a3 person subject. Further details on this point will emerge from section 6
below.

4.4. THE LOCATIVE

Nouns may also take a local or locative suffix, -1, illustrated in the
following examples:

Noun (Singular)

Locative Form

mitshiuap "house”

mitshiuapit "in the house"

asham

"snowshoe"

ashamtt "on the
snowshoe"

The locative suffix reduces to -t after noun stems ending in n or in a vowel; in the
case of a noun ending in a diphthong, the second element of the diphthong will
be lost before the addition of the locative -t:

Locative Form

ashukant "on the
bridge"

Noun
ashukan "bridge™

nipt "water" niptt "in the water"
utenau "town" utenat "in town"
uashau "bay" uashat "on the bay"

For nouns ending in -k, as well as those in -um (<im") the locative suffix
assumes the form -ut:

Noun
ministuk" “island"

Locative Form
ministukut "on the
island"
mistukut "in the tree"

mistuk” "tree"

A locative ending apparently does not co-occur with a nominal plural
suffix. It can be added to a possessed noun stem, however, as in

ni+mistuk+um+inan+t "in our (excl.) tree".?®

A locative may be translated into English by means of the appropriate
preposition (e.g. "at", "to", "in", "on", "by", "near", etc.) An exact spatial
relationship, that is, is often left unspecified in Montagnais, the context serving to
disambiguate. Where more specificity is desired, however, an indeclinable
particle may be used. The following list includes a small number of such
particles which would occur either independently (cf. English adverbials) or with a

locative noun (cf. English prepositions):
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on (top of) takut
near pessish
in front nrkan
behind utat
under shipa
underneath atamit
down/below nitat
along the edge uaska
of/around

through (straight) shaputue
in the middle tetaut
in between (two) tasturt
over pastau
on the other side of kueste

It might be noted that a number of particles - defined in 3.1. above as
invariable elements which do not take inflections - terminate in what would
appear to be the same locative ending as found in the noun. These include
pitakamit "in", unuitamit "outdoors/outside", ispimit "upstairs”, enat "downstairs",
akamit "on the other side (of the water)", and so on.

4.5. THE DIMINUTIVE

A noun stem may be followed by the diminutive suffix -Iss as in shishipiss
"a little duck", mindshiss "a kitten". This suffix is contracted to -ss after a noun
stem ending in a vowel and, here again, the second element of a diphthong is
lost before the addition of the diminutive final. Thus ashini "stone" would have a
diminutive ashiniss, while napeu "man" and iskueu "woman" correspond to
napess "boy" and iskuess "girl" respectively. Nouns ending in -k" and those in -
um (<im") form a diminutive in -uss, as in kakuss "Baby porcupine" (cf. kak") and
atumuss "puppy” (cf. atum).
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The diminutive suffix should be regarded as a derivational rather than an
inflectional ending, in that its function is to add semantic information to the noun
rather than serve as a marker of any abstract grammatical category. As such, it
occurs immediately after the noun root to form a noun stem, to which may then
be affixed the various inflections described in 4.1. to 4.4. above (e.g.
ni+mindsh+iss+im+at "my kittens").

4.6. THE -()PAN SUFFIX

Proper nouns and possessed nouns are peculiar in that they may be
followed by a suffix that normally occurs as a verbal preterit ending. In the noun,
this suffix denotes an entity which was but no longer is (i.e. "the late", "the
former"). Examples of this suffix follow; a reduced version, -pan, is found after
nouns ending in a vowel:

Mani_pan "the late Mary"

Shaush+ipan | "the late
George"

nikau+pan "my late mother"

Note that the -ipan suffix may be followed by regular nominal endings, such as
the animate obviative -a ending in ukaupan+a "his late mother".

4.7. THE NOUN PARADIGM: RESUME

The chart on page 36 summarizes the order and position of the various
noun suffixes outlined in 4.1. to 4.6. above. By way of illustration the following
possessed nouns are broken down into their component parts:

tshimashineikaniuaua "your (pl.) books", nishishipiminant "on our (excl.) duck",
utatikumiuau "their caribou (sg. or pl.)", umaskuma "his bear(s)"
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1 2 3 4 5 16

tshi | mashineika iuau a
n

ni shiship im |inan |t

ut atik um |iuau

u mask um a

Column Key

1. PREFIX DESIGNATING POSSESSOR

2. NOUN ROOT/STEM

3. (OPTIONAL) POSSESSED NOUN SUFFIX -im- (-um- after nouns ending in —
K9

4. PLURAL OF POSSESSOR

5. LOCATIVE (does not co-occur with 6)

6. PLURAL OR OBVIATIVE OF POSSESSED NOUN (an obviative marker
occurs only in the case of a 3 person possessor of any animate or a
plural inanimate noun; both plural and obviative markers are usually
deleted after 4).

4.8. PRONOUN INFLECTIONS

While pronouns share certain inflectional endings with nouns, their plural
and obviative paradigms nevertheless differ considerably from noun paradigms.
This section presents a summary, largely in tabular form, of demonstrative and
interrogative pronouns.
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4.8.1. Demonstrative Pronouns

a) "this" ("here") - said of persons or objects close to the speaker

ANIMATE | INANIMATE
PROXIMATE
Sing. | mue/ue?® mue
Pl. muetshe(nt)/uetshe(nt) | muenua
OBVIATIVE
Sing. | muenua muenu
PI. muenua muenua

b) "that" - said of persons or objects farther from speaker

ANIMATE | INANIMATE
PROXIMATE
Sing. | ne ne/neme
Pl. netshe(nt) nenua/nemenua
OBVIATIVE
Sing. [ nenua nenu/nemenu
PI. nenua nenua/nemenua
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A third degree of distance - i.e. distance farthest away from the speaker -
does not appear to have been maintained as a complete subsystem in the
NWRM demonstrative pronoun. Thus while in certain dialects the inanimate
neme would appear to be said of an object more distant in space from the
speaker than one denoted by ne, this distinction does not appear to have
maintained itself rigorously among younger speakers. An animate demonstrative
"that" denoting distance greater than that denoted by ne does occur in the form
of nushi or nauashi, which appears to have a plural form nauatshent. No
obviative forms of this pronoun, however, have been elicited.

A demonstrative pronoun equivalent to animate ne exists in the form of an,;
thus the sentence "That's my older brother" may be translated as either Nistesh
an (Nin an nistesh) or Ne nistesh. The an demonstrative may also occur simply
in conjunction with a 1% or 2" personal pronoun to denote possession as in nin
an "that's mine", tshiniudu an "that's yours (pl.)" but not with a 3" person.

In addition to the demonstrative pronouns noted, NWRM contains three
demonstrative (adverbial) particles, corresponding to the three degrees of
distance noted above: ute or nta [nta] "here", nte [nte] "there" and nete [nete]
"way over there".

4.8.2. Interrogative Pronouns

a) "which (one)"?

ANIMATE | INANIMATE
PROXIMATE
Sing. | tanen? tanen?
PI. tantshent? tanenua?
OBVIATIVE
Sing. |tanenua? tanennu?
Pl. tanenua? tanenua?
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b) "who/what"

ANIMATE |INANIMATE
PROXIMATE
Sing. | tshekuen?/auen? tshekuan?
"who" "what"
Pl. tshekuentshent? tshekuana?
/auentshent?
OBVIATIVE
Sing. | tshekuenua? tshekuannu?
/auenua?
PI. tshekuenua? tshekuanua?
/auenua?

The an demonstrative may be combined with an interrogative pronoun, as
in tshekuan an? "What's that?", which is equivalent to Tshekuan ne? or
Tshekuan neme?

5. VERBAL PARADIGMS

5.1. INTRODUCTION

The various verbal categories found in North-West River Montagnais have
been outlined in 3.3. above. It might simply be recalled here that:

i) there exist four major verb classes: Animate Intransitive (Al),
Inanimate Intransitive (1), Transitive Inanimate (TI), and Transitive
Animate (TA)

i) any independent order verb will display the following shape
(niuapamau "l see him" is used by way of example).
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Subject/Actor Prefix Verb Stem Inflectional Ending
e.g. ni (1* person subject | uapam (=root uap + TA au (1% person singular

prefix)

final am) subject inflection)

5.2. PREVERBS

A verbal category not discussed as of yet is that of preverb. The term

"preverb”

is used to describe that group of bound verbal elements which occupy

the slot immediately following the subject/actor prefix. Preverbs include elements
that are semantically both concrete and abstract. Concrete preverbs that have
been elicited to date - although the list is far from complete - are as follows:*

natsh(i)- to go and do something (e.g. ninatshi-uitamuau "I am going to
go over and tell him")

matshi- bad (e.g. matshi-titam "he does wrong")

minu- good (e.g. minu-mitshishu "he eats well")

mista- big/a lot (e.g. mista-minu "he drinks a lot")

nitau- acquired knowledge/ability ("know how to") (e.g. ninitau-
pakashimun "l can swim")

is-/it- thus/in this manner/so (e.g. iS-pukuan "it tastes so - it has such
a taste")

pan(i)-* stop (e.g. pin-atusseu "he stops working")

tshish(i)- finish (e.qg. nitshish-eimin "I've finished talking™)

usham- too much (e.g. niusham-mitshishun "I eat too much")

[weSam]

Of greater grammatical interest are the more abstract preverbs, which in many
instances have meanings corresponding to the modal auxiliaries of a language
like English. Among the abstract preverbs are found:

ka-

future marker (e.q. nika-pimaten "l will walk")

pa-

likelihood/moral obligation ("would/should/might") (e.g. tshipa-uitamuau
"you should tell him™)
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potentiality ("could/might") (e.g. nipatshi-uapamau "I might see him")

ur- volition/intention/habit (e.g. ul-atusseu "he intens to/is going to/tends
to/wants to work")

tshi-** | perfect marker (e.g. nitshi-titen "I have done it")

tshi- capacity ("be able t0") (e.g. tshi-titam "he can do it")

The preverbs pa- and patshi- may combine with a preterit independent in -p- to
form the equivalent of a "non-realized past event" as in Ni+patsh1+uapam+apan
utakushit "I could have seen him yesterday (but didn't)". Further details on this
form are provided in 5.3.1.2. below. The two may also be used to make a
suggestion or form the discourse equivalent of a polite imperative, as in
Tshi+pa+urtamuau "You should tell him".

It should be noted that in the 3 person the preverbs ka-, pa- and patshi-
occur as tshika-, tshipa- and tshipatshi-. Contrast the 1%, 3" person subjects in
the following examples:

1)

Nika-udpamau "l will see him"

Ni 1% person + | ka future + |uapam TA + |au 1% singular
subject prefix Marker (1% and stem "see" subject
2" hersons) inflection
ii)
Tshika-uapameu "He (3) will see him (3"
Tshika Future + |udpam TAstem |+ |eu 3 singular

Absence of Marker (3rd "see" subject

subject prefix person) inflection

Certain of the abstract preverbs may co-occur. Thus the future preverb ka
combines with ui- and with the tshi- of capacity (-ka/ui-, -ka/tshi-); the same is
true of the preverb pa-(-pa/ui- and, as previously seen, -pa/tshii-). Ka and p3,
however, are mutually exclusive, as are tshi- and ut-.

Space does not permit further discussion of the co-occurrence of the
various preverbs outlined in this section. Many further details are to be found in

Lees (1979).
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5.3. INDEPENDENT ORDER PARADIGMS

For all four verb types (Al, Il, Tl, TA), paradigms are provided for both
indicative and dubitative mode, each in neutral (non-past) and preterit (past)
tense, as follows:

i) Indicative neutral
i) Indicative preterit
iii) Dubitative neutral
iv) Dubitative preterit

While the imperative constitutes a separate order, imperative forms are also
provided here, for the sake of convenience, with Al, Tl and TA paradigms. No
imperative forms are found in Il verbs.

5.3.1. Animate Intransitive (Al) Paradigms

Paradigms are here presented for the independent order of intransitive
verbs with animate subjects. Any such verb may be marked for first, second, and
third person, as well as obviative (3') subject; in addition, Al paradigms include

an indefinite (Indf) subject (e.g. "people are asleep”, "there is sleeping™), which
may also take an obviative form (Indf').

5.3.1.1. Al Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: nipau "he is asleep”

Subject Prefix | Root | Stem-Final Vowel | Inflection
1 ni nip a n "| am asleep”
2 tshi nip a n "you are asleep”
3 nip a u "he is asleep”
3 nip a nua>* "he (e.g. his
father) is asleep”




Indf nip a nanu "people are
asleep”

Indf’ nip a nanunu | "people (obviative)
are asleep"

1p ni nip a nan "we (excl.) are
asleep"

21 tshi nip a nan> "we (incl.) are
asleep”

2p tshi nip a nau "you (p.) are
asleep"

3p nip a ut "they are asleep"

Each of the above verbs is written as a single word (e.g. ninipan); in this
as in most paradigms presented, a breaks\down into major morphemes is
provided for ease of identification. Here as elsewhere, the final column provides
the inflectional endings. The preceding three columns represent personal prefix
(subject or actor), root, and stem-final vowel, respectively.36

The a of the above paradigm is only one of several possible Al stem-final
vowels, i.e. vowels added to basic roots or derived roots to form a stem to which
inflections can then be added. The complete list of such vowels is given below,
along with an illustrative example of each. Note that the variation in stem-final
vowel represents the only difference among the various Al sub-classes; the Al
inflectional suffixes, that is, are constant. While stem-final &, e, i and u occur
relatively frequently, Tand 4 appear to be much rarer. Below, examples are
given for the stem-classes g, i, u and T_.37 The verb provided as an example of a
u- stem is in fact an Al reflexive, reflexives being formed generally in Montagnais
from a TA stem and an Al final -itishu- (see 5.3.1.7. below).
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Stem-Final Variation (Al Indicative Neutral)

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3" person singular)

e ("walk") 1 ni | pimat e n
3 - | pimat e u

i ("leave by 1 ni | pash [ n

vehicle") 3 - | pGsh - u

u ("see oneself") 1 ni | uapamitish u n
3 uapamitish - u

1("be strong") 1 ni | shdtshish T n
3 shatshish [] u
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In one small group of Al verbs, the stem ends in a consonant, -n, rather
than in a vowel; a representative paradigm follows for the stem takushin-
"arrive":

1 ni takushin | -

2 tshi | takushin | -

3 - takushin | u

3 - takushin | ua

Indf |- takushin | nanu
Indf' | - takushin | nanunu
1p ni takushin | nan

21 tshi | takushin | nan

2p tshi | takushin | nau

3p - takushin | ut

Indefinite subjects (whether proximate or obviative) are found, of course,
in the various Al paradigms just described. Indefinites may be formed by the
addition of -nanu to the Al stem, as in the case of the i- stem indefinite niminanu
(nimi+nanu) "there is a dance”, or the u- stem nkuamunanu (nakamu+nanu)
"there is singing (going on)". Note that Al e- stems display two finals: a -nanu
final added directly to the e- stem, or a final -anu which is added to the Al root
minus the theme vowel. E- stem examples are provided by such forms as
atussenanu/atussanu "there is work going on" or pimatenanu/pimatanu "people
are walking". The same variation is observable in a-stems: thus "people are
sleeping” may be translated as either nipanu or nipananu.
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5.3.1.2. Al Indicative Preterit

lllustrative verb: nipdpan "he was asleep”

Subject Prefix | Root | Stem-Final Vowel | Inflection

1 ni nip a 38

2 tshi nip a -

3 nip a pan

3 nip a nipan(1)
Indf nip a nan(u)ipan
Indf' nip a nanunipan

1p ni nip a tan

21 tshi nip a tan

2p tshi nip a tau

3p nip a pant

As before, alternations exist among the stem-final vowel. The 1 and 3 singular
are given below for each of the Al stem-final classes:

Stem-Final Example (1*" and 3" person singular
e ("walk") 1 ni | pimat e -

3 - | pimat e pan
i ("leave by 1 ni | padsh i 9
vehicle") 3 - | pGsh [ pan
u ("see oneself") 1 ni | uapamitish u ()

3 - | uapamitish g |pan®
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1 ("be strong") 1 ni | shatshish T -

3 - | shatshish T pan
n ("arrive") 1 ni | takushin - -

3 - | takushin - ipan

In North-West River Montagnais, it should be added, a preterit is also found in
which -p- (observable above only in the 3" person) occurs throughout the
paradigm, whether Al, II, Tl, or TA. However, this -p- preterit co-occurs only with
such preverbs as pa- "should", patshi- "could”, ka- "would",*! ul- "want/intend to".
The overall verbal meaning is that of non-realized event rather than of past
factual; this perhaps clarifies Lemoine's identification of this paradigm as a
"conditional" (Lemoine 1901:14). The following paradigm (nipatshi-nipanapan "I

could have slept") is typical of an Al a- stem verb:

1 ni patshi nip a napan

2 tshi patshi nip a napan

3 - tshipatshi nip a pan

3 - tshipatshit nip a nipan(1)
1p ni patshi nip a nanapan
21 tshi patshi nip a nanapan
2p tshi patsht nip a nauapan
3p - tshipatshit nip a pant

Note that the temporal reference of such forms is apparently not restricted to the
past: thus a form like nitut+nipapan "l would have slept" may be found with a
present particle like nutshish "now".
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lllustrative verb: nipatshe "perhaps he is asleep”

Subject Prefix | Root | Stem-Final Vowel | Inflection

1 ni nip a natshe

2 tshi nip a natshe

3 nip a tshe

3 nip a nitshen(r)
Indf nip a nan(u)itshe
Indf' nip a nanunitshe

1p ni nip a nanatshe

21 tshi nip a nanatshe

2p tshi nip a nauatshe

3p nip a tshent

Examples for verbs with stem-final other than a are now provided:

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3™ person singular)

e ("walk") 1 ni pimat e natshe
3 - pimat e tshe

i ("leave by 1 ni pash i natshe

vehicle") 3 - push 1 tshe

u ("see oneself") 1 ni uapamitish | u natshe
3 - uapamitish | @ tshe*?

1 ("be strong") 1 ni shatshish T natshe
3 - shatshish ] tshe

n ("arrive") 1 ni takushin - natshe
3 - takushin - itshe
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5.3.1.4. Al Dubitative Preterit

lllustrative verb: nipakupan "he might have been asleep/perhaps he was
asleep”

Subject Prefix | Root | Stem-Final Vowel Inflection
1 ni nip a nakupan
2 tshi nip a nakupan
3 nip a kupan
3 nip a nikupan(1
Indf nip a nan(u)ikupan
Indf' nip a nanunikupan
1p ni nip a nanakupan
21 tshi nip a nanakupan
2p tshi nip a nauakupan
3p nip a kupant

Examples for verbs with stem-final other than a are given below:

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3" person singular)

e ("walk") 1 Ni pimat e nakupan
3 - pimat e kupan

i ("leave by 1 ni pash [ nakupan

vehicle") 3 - pash T kupan®®

u ("see oneself") 1 ni uapamitish |u nakupan
3 - uapamitish | G kupan
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T ("be strong") 1 ni shatshish |1 nakupan
3 - shatshish |1 kupan

n ("arrive") 1 ni takushin |- nakupan
3 - takushin | - Tkupan

There exists another paradigm similar in form to the dubitative preterit
paradigm just provided. In this second paradigm, the -kupan of the dubitative is
replaced by the form -shipan form represents a past event which is not
represented as a past factual, nor as an event of which the speaker is absolutely
sure, through not having witnessed it himself. Rather, the speaker mac}/ have
been told of the event's occurrence by someone else. Thus while a 3 person Al
form such as takushinishipan represents an arrival in the past, this arrival may
have occurred without the speaker's being aware of it at the time (and
consequently may be translated by "He apparently arrived, "He arrived without
my knowledge"”, "He is said to have arrived" etc.)

The following forms represent an Al paradigm in -shipan:

1 ni pimat e nashipan

2 tshi pimut e nashipan

3 - pimat e shipan

1p ni pimut e nanashipan
21 tshi pimuat e nanashipan
2p tshi pimat e nauashipan
3p - pim{t e shipant

5.3.1.5. Al Relational Forms

Each of the above Al paradigms also has a "relational” version, which
occurs when a 3 or 3' animate is found to play a role with respect to the event
denoted by the verb, without nevertheless serving as an actor or goal. The
relational typically arises in a transitive verb when the object is possessed by a
34 person who is not the subject (e.g. "John" in the sentence "I see John's
book™). In an Al verb, a relational might occur in such a context as "l walk on
John's show" where "John" is neither agent nor goal. The relational may of
course be found in contexts other than that of possession; see, for example,
Wolfart (1973:60).
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The relational version of each of the above paradigms may be formed by
the insertion of u after the stem-final; the inflections outlined in the Al paradigms
above are then preceded by a in the 1% and 2" persons, and e in the 3", as in
the following examples:

Nipimuteuan nete Pan umassint
(=Ni+pimat+e+uan) (u+massin+t)
"I am walking on (lit. "there") | Paul's | shoe"

The entire indicative neutral relational paradigm is now presented for the Al e-
stem verb pimateueu ("he walks in relation to him"); 1%t and 3" person singular
forms only are given for the remaining Al independent relational paradigms.

Al Indicative Neutral-Relational

An44

1 ni pimut e u an

2 tshi pimut e u an

3 - pimat e u eu

3 - pimt e u anua™®
1p ni pimuat e u anan

21 tshi pimat e u anan

2p tshi pimat e u anau(au)
3p - pimut e u eut

Al Indicative Preterit-Relational

1 | ni [pimat a
3 |- pimit |e |u |epan

(¢]
c
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Al Dubitative Neutral-Relational

H

ni | pimat |[e |u |anatshe
3 |- pimit |e |u |[etshe

Al Dubitative Preterit-Relational

1| ni | pimat anakupan
3| - | pimiat | e | u| ekupan

(¢)]
c

5.3.1.6. Al Unspecified Subject Forms

In addition to the paradigms already provided, an additional set of Al
independent order paradigms is to be found. Semantically these forms resemble
a passivized TA form; however, they would appear to be better viewed as
"unspecified subject" forms.*® Given their clear Al inflectional endings (which are
added to a TA stem) they are included here. Such forms would appear to
behave like Al u-stems in the 15tand 2" persons, and n-stems in the 3",

The four independent order unspecified subject paradigms, as elicited in
NWRM, are given below. Note that in the 1% and 2" persons these forms are in
fact based on the TA inverse (see 5.3.4. below). Indeed, in the 1% plural and 21
forms, the only formal difference between the TA inverse ("he sees us") and the
Al unspecified subject form ("we are seen”) lies in a single vowel:
niuapamukunan vs niudpamukdnan, respectively.

Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: uapamakanu "he is seen”

1 ni uapam ukan®’

2 tshi uapam ukdn

3 - uapam akanu

3' - uapam akannua
1p ni uapam ukdnan
21 tshi uapam ukdnan
2p tshi uapam ukdnau
3p - uapam akanut
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Indicative Preterit

1 ni uapam uka(i)*®

2 tshi uapam uka(i)

3 - uapam akanipan

3' - uapam akanipani

1p ni uapam ukda(Mtan

21 tshi uapam uka(tan

2p tshi uapam uka(Mtau

3p - uapam akanipant

Dubitative Neutral

1 ni uapam ukdnatshe
2 tshi uapam ukinatshe
3 - uapam akanitshe
3 - uapam akanttshen(r)
1p ni uapam ukdinanatshe
21 tshi uapam ukdnanatshe
2p tshi uapam ukinauatshe
3p - uapam akanttshent
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Dubitative Preterit

1 ni uapam ukdnakupan

2 tshi uapam ukdnakupan

3 - uapam akanikupan

3' - uapam akanikupant
1p ni uapam ukdnanakupan
21 tshi uapam ukdnanakupan
2p tshi uapam ukdnauakupan
3p - uapam akanikupant

5.3.1.7. Al Reflexives and Reciprocals

Semantically, Al verb forms often have "passive” or at least "middle" voice
meanings, in the sense that the animate subject is not totally in control of the
event denoted by the verb, but is somehow bound by it. Al indefinite-actor forms,
based on TA stems, have just been discussed. Similarly, mention has been
made of Al reflexives, formed from TA stems by the addition of an Al final. In the
plural, Al reciprocal forms are also found, derived from TA stems through the
addition of -itu to form an Al u-stem. Examples are provided in the 1% and 3
persons plural reciprocal for the TA stem udpam- "see":

Al RECIPROCALS

Indicative Neutral

1p | ni [uapam | it | u | nan "we see each other/one
another"

3p | - |uapam | it | u t "they see each other/one
another"”
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Indicative Preterit

1p | ni

uapam

it

u tan

3p

uapam

it

u | pant

Dubitative Neutral

5.3.1.8. Al Imperative

lllustrative verb: nipa (you (s)) "sleep!"

1p [ ni Juapam | it | u | nanatshe
3p | - |uapam | it | u tshent
Dubitative Preterit
1p | ni [uapam | it | u | nanakupan
3p | - [uapam | it | u kupant
2s |- |nip |a |- "sleep"
2p |- |nip |a | k' |["sleep"
21 |- |nip |a |[tau |"let's sleep"

Since the Al verb varies with respect to its stem final, examples are provided of a
representative verb for each stem-type:

Stem-Final Imperative Paradigm

e ("walk™) 2s pimat e -
2p pimat e k"
21 pimat e tau
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i ("dance") 2s nrm i
2p nm u Ku49
21 nrm i tau
1("be strong™) | 2s shatshish T
2p shitshish T K"
21 shitshish T tau
u ("sing") 2S nakam u 0)
2p nakam u k"
21 nakam u (Ntau
n ("arrive") 2s takushin - i
2p takushin - uk"
21 takushin - itau

Many Algonquian languages display a three-tier imperative system. Thus
Ford and Bacon (1977/8:94-5), for the Seven Islands/Maliotenam/Schefferville
dialects of Montagnais, have elicited an Al delayed imperative in -lkan and a
polite imperative in -me. Failure to elicit consistent paradigms among younger
NWRM speakers, however, suggests that this system is breaking down; while
among such speakers no -lkan forms seem to exist, the 2p form of this paradigm
(in -tshek") would appear to be acceptable with at least some Al verbs (e.g.
nipatshek” "go and sleep"). The suffix -me can be added in at least the 2"
person singular to result in an imperative that appears more a delayed than a
polite imperative (as in nimime "go and dance"). A short stem vowel,

incidentally, is lengthened before the -me/-mek” endings.
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Other strategies can, however, be found which produce equivalents of
delayed and polite imperatives. The use of a pa(tshi-) prefix (cf. 5.2. above) +
independent indicative results in a "polite” suggestion. Thus tshipatshi-pashin
(literally "you could leave") may be used with the pragmatic effect of a softened
imperative, in much the same way as "you can/could/might leave" is used in
English. A second strategy, the use of a conjunct order verb, is outlined in
6.3.8.3. below.

True imperative verb forms are made negative by means of the particle
eka, as in eka nipa "don't go to sleep”. This same eka forms the negative of
conjuncts when the conjunct occurs in a dependent clause (see section 6.2.1.

below).
5.3.2. Inanimate Intransitive (Il) Paradigms
Inanimate intransitive verbs (i.e. verbs with an inanimate actor or subject)

exhibit only 3" person forms. In the singular, the three typical surface endings of
Il verbs in NWR Montagnais are as follows:°

Stem-Final Inflection Examples

a u uapau "it is white"
uishauau "itis yellow"

e u tshitaputeu "it floats away"

n (whether -in- or - | (u) uapan "it is dawn"

an-) tshimuan "it is raining"
apatin "it is useful”
tshitshipanu "It starts"

Since Il paradigms are so short, all three types will be given below, in both
proximate and obviative forms. Il verbs distinguish between an obviative singular
(noted as 3') and an obviative plural (3'p), the latter consisting of the 3' inflection -
nu plus the -a of the inanimate plural.
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5.3.2.1. |l Indicative Neutral

a - stems: uapau "it is white"
3 uap a u
3p uap a ua
3 uap a nu>"
3'p uap a nua
e - stems: tshitaputeu "it floats away"
3 tshitaput e u
3p tshitaput e ua
3 tshitaput e nu
3'p tshitaput e nua
n - stems: dpatin "it is useful”
3 apat°? in -
3p apat in a
3 apat in nu
3'p apat in nua
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a - stems: uapapan "it was white"

3 uap a pan
3p uap a pani
3' uap a nipan
3'p uap a nipant
e - stems: tshitdputepan "it floated away"
3 tshitaput e pan
3p tshitaput e pant
3' tshitaput e nipan
3'p tshitaput e nipant
n - stems: apatinipan "it was useful”
3 apat in ipan>’
3p apat in Tpant
3 apat in nrpan
3'p apat in nipant
5.3.2.3. |l Dubitative Neutral
a - stems: uapapan "perhaps it is white"
3 uap a tshe
3p uap a tsheni®*
3 uap a nitshe
3'p uap a nitshent
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e - stems: tshitaputetshe "perhaps it is floating away"

3 tshitaput e tshe
3p - tshitaput e tshent
3 - tshitaput e nitshe
3'p - tshitaput e nitshent
n - stems: apatinitshe "perhaps it is useful”
3 - apat in 1tshe
3p - apat in Ttshent
3 - apat in nitshe
3p - apat in nitshent
5.3.2.4. |l Dubitative Preterit
a - stems: uapakupan "it might have been white"
3 - uap a kupan
3p - uap a kupant
3 - uap a ntkupan
3'p - uap a nikupant
e - stems: tshitaputekupan "it might have floated away"
3 - tshitaput e kupan
3p - tshitaput e kupanit
3' - tshitaput e nikupan
3'p - tshitaput e nikupant
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n - stems: apatinipan "it might have been useful”

3 - apat in Tkupan
3p - apat in Tkupant
3 - apat in ntkupan
3'p - apat in nikupant

5.3.2.5. 1l Unspecified Subject Forms

Il - like Al - verbs display unspecified subject forms. Such Il verbs are
formed from a Tl stem to which is added an Il -n stem derivational morphology,
plus the appropriate Il inflection. The verb uapatakanu "it is seen" may be
broken down as follows:

uap + |at + | akan + |u
root Tl final Il final inflection

The four independent order Il unspecified subject paradigms are
presented below (since the obviative forms are highly regular, they are ignored
here).

Indicative Neutral

3 - |uapat | akan |u

3p - |uapat | akan |ua
Indicative Preterit

3 - uapat | akan pan

3p - uapat |akan |Tpant
Dubitative Neutral |

3 - uapat | akan | 1tshe

3p - uapat |akan |itshen(r)

Dubitative Preterit
3 - uapat |akan |Tkupan
3p - uapat |akan |1kupani
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5.3.3. Transitive Inanimate (TI) Paradigms

As pointed out in 3.3. above, there are two transitive verbal types,
dependent on the animacy of the object or goal. Transitive inanimate (TI) verbs
are those which have an inanimate object, and transitive animate (TA) verbs take
an animate object. While this section will present only the inflectional suffixes for
both Tl and TA verbs, it should be noted that, in general, the stem to which such
suffixes are added is not identical from TA to corresponding TI. Take as an
example the root uap-, meaning "see" (as well as "white", "bright"). If this root
co-occurs with an animate object, the TA final -am- is added to the root to form a
TA stem to which the inflection will be suffixed; if, on the contrary, an inanimate
object is desired, the Tl final -at- will be added to form a Tl stem:

Root | Stem-Final Inflection

uap am (TA) eu "he sees
him"

uap at (Tl) am "he sees it"

Note that TA and TI finals often exist in pairs, each pair being related in
meaning;>® thus the above pair TA -am- and TI -at- denote some sort of facial
activity. For present purposes, however, the stem will be presented as an
unanalyzed unit.

The post-stem inflectional suffixes of transitive verbs, like those of
intransitives, are marked for the tense and mode of the verb, as well as for the
number and person of the subject or actor. In addition, TA - but not Tl -
paradigms are inflected for a plural object.
5.3.3.1. Tl Indicative Neutral

[llustrative verb: tdtam "he does it"

Subject Prefix | Root | Inflection

1 ni tat en

2 tshi tat en

3 - tat am

3 |- tat aminua
1p [ni tat enan

21 | tshi tat enan

2p | tshi tat enau

3p |- tat amut
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A sub-group of Tl verbs possesses slightly different endings from those noted
above. Such verbs have a 3" person inflection -eim instead of -am (the -eim
being derived historically from the Tl final ah "by instrument" + the -am inflection -
cf. 2.2.3. above). Examples are provided by shaskeim "he lights it" and pisteim
"he strikes it by accident"; the 1% person singular corresponding forms would be
nishaskein and nipiskein, respectively.

5.3.3.2. Tl Indicative Preterit

lllustrative verb: tdatamupan "he did it"

Subject Prefix | Root | Inflection
1 ni tat e
2 tshi tat e
3 - tat amapan
3 |- tat amintpan(1)
1p [ni tat etan
21 |tshi tat etan
2p | tshi tat etau
3p |- tat amupant

Like other verb classes, the Tl class also exhibits a "conditional” form
based on a preverb (e.g. pa-, patshi-,ka- etc.) and a preterit in -p-. The complete
paradigm is given below for the root tat- "make/do"; the form nipatshitdtenapan
would be translated "I really could have done it".

Subject Prefix | Preverb Root | Inflection
1 ni patshi tat enapan
2 | tshi patshi tat enapan
3 - tshipatsht | tat amupan
3 |- tshipatshi | tat aminipan(i)
1p [ni patsht tat enanapan
21 |tshi patshi tat enanapan
2p | tshi patshi tat enauapan
3p |- tshipatsht | tat amupant
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5.3.3.3. Tl Dubitative Neutral

lllustrative verb: tatamutshe: "perhaps he does it"

Subject Prefix | Root | Inflection
1 ni tat enatshe
2 tshi tat enatshe
3 - tat amutshe
3 |- tat aminitshen(i)
1p |ni tat enanatshe
21 |tshi tat enanatshe
2p | tshi tat enauatshe
3p |- tat amutshent

5.3.3.4. Tl Dubitative Preterit

lllustrative verb: tdtamukupan "he might have done it"

Subject Prefix | Root | Inflection
1 ni tat enakupan
2 |tshi tat enakupan
3 - tat amikupan
3 |- tat aminikupan(7)
1p [ni tat enanakupan
21 |tshi tot enanakupan
2p | tshi tat enauakupan
3p |- tat amukupant

As in other verb types, Tl forms in -shipan are also found which represent
a past event not directly observed by the speaker. The 1% and 3" person
singular forms would be nititenashipan and tatamushipan, respectively.




5.3.3.5. Tl Relational Forms

Like Al verbs, Tl verbs can be made "relational” to express the
involvement, in the verbal event, of an animate which does not play the role of
either actor or goal. Typically, a Tl relational verb will take a noun object
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possessed by an animate that is not the subject, as in the sentence

Niminuatamuan upassikan "I like his gun" which contrasts with the non-relational

Niminuaten (mue) passikan "I like (this) gun”. A Tl relational is formed by adding

-amu- to a Tl stem, followed by the same inflectional endings displayed by

corresponding Al relationals.

Tl Indicative Neutral - Relational

lllustrative verb: tatamueu "he does it" (in relation to him/for him)

Subject Root Inflection
Prefix

1 ni tat amu an

2 tshi tat amu an

3 - tat amu eu

3 (not elicited

1p |[ni tat amu anan

21 |tshi tat amu anan

2p | tshi tat amu anauau

3p |- tat amu eut

As in the case of the Al relational, forms for the other three Tl independent
paradigms will be supplied for the 1% and the 3™ persons singular only. Note that
in the 1% person singular dubitative neutral the inflection differs from that of the

corresponding Al relational.

Tl Indicative Preterit - Relational

Subject Prefix | Root Inflection
1 ni tat amu a
3 - tat amu epan
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TI Dubitative Neutral - Relational

Subject Prefix | Root Inflection
1 ni tat amu atshe
3 - tat amu etshe

T1 Dubitative Preterit - Relational

Subject Prefix | Root Inflection
1 Ni tat amu anakupan
3 - tat amu ekupan

5.3.3.6. Tl Imperative

lllustrative verb: tata "(you (s)) do it!"

2s - |tat |a "do it!"
2p |- [tat | amuk” |"doit!"
21 - |tdt | etau "let's do it!"

A delayed imperative ("Go and --") may be formed through the addition of
a 2s ending -me or a 2p ending -mek" to a Tl stem. The delayed imperative
inflections -amikan (2s) and-\ -amutshek" (2p) are likewise used, though
apparently rarely. Among younger speakers at least, the pragmatic equivalent of
a delayed imperative is typically produced by use of tshe _ conjunct form (see
6.3.8.3. below).

When the object is 3' rather than 3, a relational Tl imperative is called for,
as in the following cases involving a 2s subject:

Tshitatam" | Tsha |umashineikan | "Look at John's
book"

Utinam" Pien |[ushiniam "Take Peter's
money"

The three relational forms follow for the verb prtkunam "he breaks it":

2s |- |pikun |[amu
2p |- |pkun |amu |ek"
21 |- |pikun |amu | atau
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5.3.4. Transitive Animate (TA) Paradigms

The Transitive Animate verb class is in many ways the most complex of all
verb classes. While, like the three classes outlined above, it is inflected for tense
and mood as well as for the number and person of the subject/actor, it is also
inflected for a plural object or goal. Furthermore, the TA paradigm is complicated
by the fact that any person (1,2,3,3") may serve as either actor or goal. Yetin
Algonquian languages in general there is a distinct hierarchy of person, which
must be observed in the TA verb:

Wk WE— (PN

The 2™ person or addressee, that is, is higher in the hierarchy than the 1*; both
in turn have precedence over the 3" person, which itself takes priority over a 3'
or obviative. In the TA verb, this hierarchy is clearly observable in the personal
(subject) prefix: thus whether a 1% person actor acts upon a 3" person goal, or a
3 person actor acts upon a 1° person goal, the personal prefix will be ni-, i.e.,
the prefix of the person higher in the hierarchy:

niuapamau | "l see him"
niuapamuk" | "He sees
meII

Given the identity of personal prefix in examples such as the above, it is
left to the inflectional suffix to clarify the direction of the action - i.e. to indicate
which of the persons involved is to be interpreted as actor, and which as goal.
Such suffixes can be broadly classified into two types:

i) DIRECT - attached to forms which observe the hierarchy, namely:

Actor Goal
1/2 — | 3 (+3)
3 — |3

2 — |1

(3 — [39*
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i) INVERSE - attached to forms which do not observe the hierarchy,
namely:

Actor Goal
3(+3) |— |21
3 — |3

1 — |2

(3" — |3

Among the direct forms, a 1/2 actor on a 3 goal is marked by &, while a 3 actor
on a 3' goal is marked by e; both of these direction markers are immediately
followed by the tense and number suffix, as in:

Direction Marker | Inflectional Suffix
niuapam | a u (1—3)
udpam |e u(3—3)

The inverse of the 3—2/1 and 3'->3 forms is marked by uk” (<ik") or a variant of
this morpheme.

In the following subsections, the four basic paradigms of the TA
independent order will be presented, along with the imperative order forms. In
each paradigm, the order of presentation will be as follows:

a) the 3" person goal direct paradigm (i.e. 1/2 actor — 3 goal, 3 actor —
3'dgoal, as well as 3' actor — 3" goal

b) the 3 person actor — 1% and 2" person goal inverse paradigm

c) the 3' person actor — 3" person goal inverse paradigm

d) the 3" person actor — 3' person goal inverse paradigm

e) the 2" person actor — 1° person goal direct paradigm

f) the 1* person actor — 2" person goal inverse paradigm

A special set of inverse inflections is found in the case of an obviative (3')
actor and a 1% or 2™ person (i.e. 1,2,1p,21,2p) goal. Since these have not been
elicited consistently from younger speakers, they will simply be presented, where
available, as subset g).
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It should be pointed out here that the TA inflections provided in the various
paradigms following are for the most part to be found in all TA stem types.
However, slight phonetic variations are to be found in TA stems ending in a
vowel, such as those ending in -u (which may result from a TA final -au- added to
a Tl stem). Examples of such verbs are miskueu (misk+au+eu) "he finds him" or
double-goal verbs like uitamueu (<uitam+au+eu) "he warns/tells him". In these
cases the TA -au- final interacts with the initial vowel of the inflection to produce
a form slightly different from that appearing in the uapam paradigm used by way
of illustration. A phonetic commentary is provided, where necessary, in the text.

NWRM also displays certain verb types which have apparently undergone
regularization. Among these is the stem nip- "kill", as in ninipau "I kill him" or
nipeu "he kills him" (found as ninipiau and nipieu, respectively, in certain other
dialects of Montagnais). This stem, which corresponds to Cree nipahi-, occurs
as the expected NWRM form nipei- (see 2.2.3. above) in paradigms other than
those of the independent indicative neutral and preterit.

5.3.4.1. TA Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: uapameu "he sees him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal®’

1 ni uapam | au "l see him"

2 tshi | uapam | au "you (s) see him"

3 - uapam | eu "he sees him"

3 |- uapam | enua | "he (e.g. his father) sees someone
else"

1p | ni udpam | anan | "we (excl.) see him"

21 |tshi |udpam | anan | "he (incl.) see him"

2p |[tshi |uapam |auau | "you (p) see him"

3p |- uapam | eut "they see him"
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In singular and plural forms with a 1% or 2" person actor, a 3" person plural goal
is represented by the addition of -t to the above forms, as in:

niuadpamaut "l see them"
tshiuapamauaut | "you (p) see
them"

3¢ person actor forms are indifferent to the number of the goal; thus uapameu
and uapamenua may mean either "he sees him" or "he sees them".

b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal
1s goal (he/they —me)

3 |ni uapam | uk"
3p [ni uapam | ukut

Note that the -uk” inflection of the 3" singular form represents a labialization of
the inflection -ik" (see 2.2.1. above). In the case of a TA stem in u (<-au), the
sequence -au-+ik" becomes 3 as in niuitamak"” (<ni+uitam+au+ik") "he warns
me"®, After a stem in -i, there is coalescence between stem final i- and inflection
initial -i, as in ninipeik” "he kills me".

1p goal (he/they —us (excl.))

3 ni uapam | ukunan
3p [ni uapam | ukunant

21 goal (he/they —us (incl.))

3 tshi | uapam | ukunan/ukunu
3p |tshi |uapam | ukunant/ukunu

2s goal (he/they —vou (S))

3 |tshi |udpam | uk"
3p [tshi |uapam [ ukut
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2p goal (he/they —you (p))

3 tshi | uapam | ukuau
3p |tshi |uapam | ukuaut

c) 3' actor (either sing. or pl.) — 3 goal
(e.g. "John's father sees John")

3s goal (he/they —him)

13 | | uapam |[uku |

3p goal (hel/they —them)

|3' | | uapam | ukut |

d) 3" actor (sing. or pl.) — 3' goal (sing. or pl.) (he/they — him/them)

(e.g. "John's father's friend sees John's father")

| uapam | 2ukunua® |

e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal (you —me)

2 tshi [ udpam [in
2p |tshi |uapam |inau

1p goal (vou —us

2 tshi | uapam |inan
2p |tshi |uapam |inan
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f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal (I/we —you (s))

1 tshi | uapam | itin
1p |[tshi | uapam | itinan

2p goal (I/we —you (p))

1 tshi | uapam | itinau
1p |tshi | uapam | itinan

g) 3'actor— 1/2 goal

Note that the format of g) differs from that of groups a) to f) above, since the left
hand column here lists the various possible goals (1,2,1p,21,2p).

1 ni uapam | ukunt
2 tshi | uapam | ukunt
1p | ni uapam | ukunana

21 |tshi |uapam | ukunana
2p [tshi |uapam | ukunaua

5.3.4.2. TA Indicative Preterit

lllustrative verb: uapamepan "he saw him"
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a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

1 ni udpam | a

2 tshi | uapam | a

3 - uapam | epan

3 |- uapam | enipan(1)
1p | ni uapam | atan

21 |[tshi | uapam | atan

2p |[tshi | uapam | atau

3p |- uadpam | epant

In the 1p, 21 and 2p forms, a plural object is noted through the addition of -t. In
the 1% and 2" person singular, however, a plural object is represented by -tit, as
in niuadpamatit "I saw them". 3,3' and 3p actor forms are, as always, indifferent to

the number of the object.

b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal
3 ni uapam | uku
3p | ni uapam | ukutit

Note that the initial u of the inflection represents labialization of i. In stems
ending in a vowel, no such labialization occurs, owing to the operation of other
phonological rules. Thus "he killed me" is ninipeiku, and "he warned me",

niuttamaku (<ni+uttam+au+iku).

1p goal
3 ni uapam | ukutan
3p |ni uapam | ukutdnant
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21 goal

3 tshi | uapam | ukutan
3p |[tshi | uapam | ukutanant

2s goal

3 tshi | uapam | uku
3p | tshi | uapam | ukutit

2p goal

3 tshi | uapam | ukutau
3p |tshi |uapam | ukutaut

c) 3'actor (sing./pl.) — 3 goal

3s goal

3" |- |uapam |ukupan |

3p goal

13" |- |uapam |ukupant |

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.) (he/they — him/them)

| udpam | ukunipant |

e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 tshi | uapam |1
2p | tshi | udapam | Ttau

Note that "you (s) killed me" is tshinipel, and "you warned me" tshiuttamut
(<tshi+uttam+au+i, the au being retained as u before a long vowel).

1p goal (you —us)

2 tshi | uapam |itan
2p | tshi |uapam |itan




Like all other verb classes, the TA displays a -p- preterit which occurs only
with a preverb and which refers not to a past factual event, but to a non-realized
one ("l should have seen him" etc.). Only the 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal p-preterit
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f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal
1 tshi | uapam |[itt
1p |[tshi | udapam | ititan
2p goal
1 tshi | uapam | ititau
1p [tshi |uapam |ititan

g) 3'actor— 1/2 goal

1 Ni uapam | ukunitt
2 tshi | uapam | ukunitt
1p [ ni uapam | ukunttan
21 |tshi |[uapam | ukunitan
2p |tshi |[uapam | ukunitau

paradigm will be presented in its entirety for the TA class:

1 ni pa uapam | apan
2 tshi | pa uapam | apan
3 - tshi pa | uapam | epan
3 |- tshi pa | uapam | enipan(1)
1p | ni pa uapam | ananapan
21 |tshi |pa uapam | ananapan
2p |tshi |pa udpam | auauapan
3p |- tshi pa | udpam | epant




5.3.4.3. TA Dubitative Neutral
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lllustrative verb: uapametshe "perhaps he sees him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

1 ni udpam | atshe

2 tshi | uapam | atshe

3 - uapam | etshe

3 |- uapam | enitshen(1)
1p |ni uapam | ananatshe
21 | tshi | uapam | ananatshe
2p |[tshi | uapam | auatshe
3p |- uapam | etshent

A 3" plural goal is indicated by the addition of -nt at the end of any 1% or 2
person actor form, as in Tshiuapamatshent pit "perhaps you (s) see them".

b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal
3 ni uadpam | ukutshe
3p |ni uapam | ukutshent

Note that forms such as ninipeikutshe (>ni+nipei+ikutshe) "perhaps he kills me"

and niuttamakutshe (<ni+uitam+au+ikutshe) "perhaps he warns me" are to be

expected (cf Footnote™®).

1p goal
3 ni uadpam | ukunanatshe
3p |ni uapam | ukunanatshent
21 goal
3 |tshi | uapam | ukunanatshe
3p |tshi | udapam | ukunanatshent
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2s goal

3 tshi | uapam | ukutshe
3p |tshi | uapam | ukutshent

2p goal

3 tshi [ uapam | ukuauatshe
3p |tshi |uapam | ukuauatshent

c) 3'actor (sing./pl.) — 3 goal

3s goal
[3" |- [ uapam | ukutshe |

3p goal
[3'" |- | uapam | ukutshent |

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.) (he/they — him/them)

[ uapam | ukunitshen |

e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 tshi | uapam |inatshe
2p |tshi |uapam |inauatshe

1p goal

2 tshi | udpam |inanatshe
2p |tshi |udpam |inanatshe

f) 1actor — 2 goal

2s goal

1 tshi | uapam | itinatshe
1p |tshi | uapam | itinanatshe
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2p goal
1 tshi | uapam | itinauatshe
1p | tshi | uapam | itinanatshe
g) 3'actor — 1/2 goal

1 ni uapam | ukunitshe(ni)
2 tshi | uapam | ukunitshe(n)
1p |[ni uapam | 2ukunanatshe(nr)
21 |tshi |uapam | ?ukunanatshe(nr)
2p |[tshi |udapam | ?ukunauatshe(nt)

5.3.4.4. TA Dubitative Preterit

llustrative verb: uapamekupan

"perhaps he saw him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

1 ni uapam | akupan

2 tshi | uapam | akupan

3 - uapam | ekupan

3 |- uapam | enikupan(i)
1p [ni uapam | an(an)akupan
21 |tshi |uapam |an(an)akupan
2p |tshi |uapam | auakupan

3p |- uapam | ekupant

For all the above forms except those with a 3 actor, a plural object is
formed through the addition of a final -t, as in niuapamakupant "perhaps | saw

them".

Note that corresponding forms in -shipan - denoting a past event not
directly observed by the speaker - are also found, such as the 1% person sing.

niuapamashipan, or the 3" sing. uapameshipan.
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b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal
1s goal

3 |ni uapam | uku(ta)kupan®
3p | ni uapam | uku(ta)kupant

1p goal

3 ni uapam | ukunanakupan
3p |ni uapam | ukunanakupant

21 goal

3 tshi | uapam | ukunanakupan
3p |tshi |udpam | ukunanakupant

2s goal

3 |tshi |uapam | uku(tad)kupan
3p |tshi |uapam | uku(ta)kupant

2p goal

3 tshi | uapam | ukuduakupan
3p |tshi |uapam | ukuauakupant

c) 3' actor (sing./pl.) — 3 goal

3s goal

3" |- |uapam |ukupan |

3p goal

[3" |- |uapam |ukupant |

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.) (he/they — him/them)

luapam | ukunikupan |
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e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 tshi | uapam | inakupan
2p |[tshi |uapam |inauakupan

The corresponding u (<au)-stem is tshiuttamunakupan [¢awitAm“unagoban]
"perhaps you(s) warned me". Here, an original au + i(n...) becomes the
expected -u- (see footnote 58 for further details). A stem in -i- will produce forms
in -inakupan, such as tshinipeinakupan "perhaps you(s) killed me".

1p goal

2 tshi | uapam | inanakupan
2p |tshi | uapam | inanakupan

f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal

1 tshi | uapam | itinakupan
1p |tshi | udpam | itinanakupan

2p goal

1 tshi | uapam | itinauakupan
1p | tshi | uapam | itinanakupan

g) 3'actor — 1/2 goal
(Forms unavailable)

5.3.45. TA -im- Forms

While TA verbs have no relational forms as such - unlike Tl and Al verbs -
they do possess a set of forms which at first glance might appear to play a role
similar to the relational. Such forms can be recognized by the occurrence of the
morpheme -im- between the stem and the inflectional suffix. According to
Wolfart (1973:54), TA -im- forms occur only with specifically obviative goals. This
comment can perhaps be better illustrated with a typical simple sentence type
involving a TA -im- form.
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An animate noun possessed by a 3™ person (the noun itself being
normally marked for obviation, as in the 3' noun ut+auass+im+a "his child") will,
when serving as goal of a verb with a 1% or 2" person actor, trigger a TA -im-
form. Contrast 1a) and 1b) below, the first with a 3 person animate object, the
second with a 3'.

la) | Niuapamau Pin "l see Paul"
b) | Niuapam+im+au Pdn "l see Paul's
ut+auass+im+a child"

In sentence 1b), a 3" person ("Paul") intervenes between a 1% person
actor and a 3" person goal; this Iatter must be marked obviative as it is the
second instance of an animate 3 person. The result is a "gap" in the personal
hierarchy, in that the goal slot is not filled by the person immediately below the
actor:

1/2

!
3

!
3|
|
3"

In such an instance, the gap may be marked - although not necessarily -
through the insertion of -im after the verb stem. In similar fashion, -im- may be
inserted in a TA verb with a 3 actor and a 3" - rather than a 3' - goal. Contrast
the a) and b) examples below:

2a) | Utamueu Plna "He hits Paul"
b) Utam+im-+ueu® Pdna "He hits Pual's child"
3a) | Tshan nipeipan ttauta "John killed his (own)
father"
b) | Tshan nipei+m+epan Penute+ua "John killed Ben's father"
ataut+nu(a)
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lllustrative verb: uapam "see him"

a) 2/21 actor — 3 goal

3s goal (him)
2s - |uapam | -
2p |- |uapam |ek"
21 - |uapam | atau
3p goal (them)
2s - | uapam | at
2D - | uapam | ekut
21 - | uapam | atau(n)t

(TA -im- forms)

2s |- |uapam |im &%

2p |- |uapam |im ek"

21 - |uapam |im
atau

TA verb stems ending in other than a consonant display essentially the same
inflections as those above, given several phonological rules already briefly
mentioned. 3s goal forms are given, by way of example, for the TA stems nipei-

"kill'" and uttamu- "tell".

2s - | nipei |-
2p |- |[nipei |ek"
21 - | nipei |atau
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2S - | urtamu | -
2p |- |urtamu |ek"
21 - | urtamu | atau

A delayed imperative in -me- is found in at least the 2" person singular,
as in uapame(nt) "see him (them)". With the root uitamu- "tell" the forms
uitamume (2s) and uitamumetint (2p) have been elicited. A delayed (2s — 3s)

form in -akan would also appear to exist, though not much used by the younger
generation.

b) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal
2s |- |uapam |1®®
2p |- |uapam | uk'(<ik"
21 - | uapam |iek"
1p goal
2s - |uapam |1nan
2p - | uapam |1nan

5.4. THE CONJUNCT ORDER

5.4.1. Introduction

As outlined in 3.3.1. above, the conjunct order of the verb is basically the
set of forms the verb assumes in subordinate, rather than principal, clauses. The
conjunct order of any verb form has a different set of inflectional suffixes than
does the corresponding verb in the independent order. More striking perhaps is
the total absence of personal (subject) prefix in the conjunct order. Contrast the
independent and conjunct forms in the following sentence pairs:

INDEPENDENT CONJUNCT
ni+pituan "l smoke" prtuant "if | smoke"
tshi+nipan "you are nipaint "if you are
asleep" asleep"
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While the conjunct order is essentially restricted to subordinate clauses, it
must be noted that in NWRM the conjunct is found in two frequently occurring
main-clause types. First of all, it always appears in main clauses after the
negative marker api; contrast:

INDEPENDENT CONJUNCT
ni+pituan "l smoke" apu pituaian "l don't
smoke"

Secondly, it occurs in a question-word (but not in a yes-no) question: thus a
guestion introduced by any of the interrogative particles or pronouns
corresponding to English WH-question words (such as "who", "which", "what"
etc.) will contain the conjunct rather than the independent order of the verb:

Yes-No Question Question-Word Question

Independent Order Conjunct Order

Tshrtateu-a "Is he Auen tshiatatet? "Who is
leaving?" leaving?"

Among Algonquianists, there has been a certain amount of confusion as
to the labelling of the various tense and modal subcategories of the conjunct.
The current sketch will follow Wolfart (1973:41-43) in distinguishing a non-
dubitative and a dubitative sub-order. To maintain parallelism with the modes,
since in essence they represent factual vs. nonfactual events, respectively. As in
the independent order, two tense forms are found, a neutral and a preterit -
though, as will be seen below, this division does not correspond simply to "non-
past" vs. "past" time representation.

5.4.1.1. The Changed Conjunct

Formal criteria point to two further distinctions in the conjunct order,
distinctions unparalleled in the independent. The first of these involves the fact
that any verb in the conjunct may undergo a change in the vowel of the first
syllable of the stem; if the first syllable is a preverb (e.g. ui- "volition", ka-
"futurity™), it is this preverb which will be affected. Conjunct forms displaying such
a change are referred to as changed conjuncts.

The distribution of changed vs. unchanged conjuncts will be discussed in
more detail in section 6 below. For the time being, we will simply list the vowel
correspondences to be observed in NWRM among the initial vowels of
unchanged and changed conjunct verbal forms. A chart containing this
information is given on the following page.
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VOWEL

CORRESPONDENCE

EXAMPLE

(The changed form is provided in a question word question while the vowel of the
unchanged form is the same as that of the independent order form given in

brackets)

i |e auen pemutet? "who is walking?" (cf. pimGteu)

a |e auen meshineimuat? "who writes to him?" (cf.
mashineimueu)

u |ue auen kuessikuashut? "who is sewing?" (cf.
kussikuashu)

T |alia auen ua-pimatet? "who wants to walk?" (cf. ui-
pimdteu) auen piatuat? "who is smoking?" (cf.
prtuau)

a |ia auenua uiapamat? "who does he see?" (cf.
uapameu)

0 |10 (uid [wiyu] after bilabial | auen tiatak? "who is doing it?" (cf. tGtam)

consonants; see 2.2.1.
above)
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One further point concerning the changed conjunct should be noted here.
Often conjunct forms beginning with e- are found in contexts where one might
expect a changed conjunct, as in e-tatak(r) "when he does it" (cf. the independent
order 3" singular Tl tutam). This e-, however, does not represent the changed
form of any unchanged prefix; rather, it must be regarded as a "dummy" prefix
the sole function of which is to represent or carry the initial change (cf. Wolfart
1973:46).

5.4.1.2. The Conjunct Subjunctive

The changed conjunct, then, is the first of two forms to be observed in the
conjunct for which there is no parallel in the independent. The second of these
involves an inflectional suffix. A typical conjunct in the indicative neutral can be
made "subjunctive” through the addition of a final -1, in the singular at least. Such
a form would normally correspond to an English "if" or "when" clause with future
temporal reference - i.e. a conditional clause representing an event that is
potentially realizable. For example, the Al indicative neutral observable after the
negative marker apt in apd pituaian "I don't smoke" forms the subjunctive
pituaiant "if I smoke". Incidentally, a combination of initial change plus a
subjunctive inflection results in a conjunct with an iterative meaning, as in
piatuaiani "whenever | smoke".

The terms "subjunctive" and "iterative” have been borrowed from Ellis
(1961, 1971). For convenience, these forms will be regarded here as variants of
the conjunct indicative.

5.4.1.3. Summary

The following table summarizes the contents of the conjunct order in terms
of the various subcategories outlined above:

ORDER CONJUNCT

MODE INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE

TENSE NEUTRAL NEUTRAL PRETERIT

INITIAL -Change +Change |-Change |+Change |-Change |+Change
SYLLABLE
VOWEL
CHANGE

SUBJUNCTIVE | Subjunctive | Iterative | - - - -
INFLECTION
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Of the above forms, the most common is the INDICATIVE NEUTRAL,
which is found, in unchanged form, in all negative main clauses after the negative
marker apd. This unchanged indicative neutral form can cover future time
reference in all persons of the negative by means of the preverb tshikatshi, - as
in Apa tshikatshi-pitudian "I won't be smoking".®* The unchanged indicative
neutral is also found after the particle tshima "I wish, if only" in clauses
representing a wish relating to the present, as in tshima tshimuak "if only it were
raining (now)." A changed indicative neutral is to be found in question-word
guestions, as will be illustrated in 6.2.2.

The conjunct does not parallel the independent in possessing a separate
set of indicative preterit endings - hence the lack of a conjunct indicative preterit
in the above table. Rather, past-time reference is provided in a negative main
clause - i.e. after the negative particle apt - through the use of the preverb tat,
plus the unchanged indicative neutral conjunct. Thus "I didn't smoke" would be
represented as Apu tat pituaian (tat will be arbitrarily represented as a separate
word). In a subordinate clause - e.g. a dependent clause of time - temporal
anteriority to the present is generally represented by a changed (or e-) conjunct
indicative neutral, as in Tittak, pashipan "When he did it, he left".

Of the two tenses of the dubitative, the DUBITATIVE PRETERIT, usually
found in unchanged form, would appear to be somewhat more common than the
DUBITATIVE NEUTRAL, which usually occurs in changed form. Both typically
may be translated into English as if- clauses with past time reference, particularly
with the implication of "contrary-to-fact”. the sentence "I would have seen him if
he had been walking" could be translated either with the Al dubitative neutral
changed form etussekue, or the Al dubitative preterit unchanged atussetakue.

Note that the distinction, in the dubitative mode, between neutral and
preterit is not strictly speaking only a temporal one: a close English parallel
would be the contrast of "past" and "non-past” modal auxiliaries, which may in
fact have exactly the same real time reference (e.g. "l can/could do it tomorrow").
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The dubitative neutral and preterit conjunct also typically occur in contrary-
to-fact wishes after the particle tshima, as in the sentence "l wish it had
rained"/"If only it had rained", which could be translated by any of Tshima
tshimuakue (unchanged Il dubitative neutral), Tshima tshemuakakue (changed I
dubitative neutral) or Tshima tshimuantakue (Il dubitative preterit). Apparently
both tenses may here co-occur with a temporal particle or past or present
reference, though not with one denoting future time. Thus a contrary - to - fact
wish containing the dubitative neutral, such as Tshima etusseuane ... may be
completed with the particle utakushit "yesterday" (to yield the meaning "l wish |
had worked yesterday") or with nutshish "today" (to give "l wish | were working
today"). Alternatively, both of the above sentences could have contained the
dubitative preterit atusseianakue.

5.4.1.4. Conjunct Negative Markers

As has been seen above, main clauses can be made negative by means
of the negative particle apt plus the indicative neutral conjunct (with or without
the preverb of past reference, tat). In all dependent clause uses of the conjunct,
however - including all uses of the dubitative and subjunctive conjunct, which
always correspond to English dependent clauses - the negative marker is eka,
the same negative marker found in the imperative order. Eka - realized as ka in
normal speech - also appears in clauses of unrealized wish introduced by the
particle tshima. The following sentences provide examples of the use of eka with
various conjunct forms:

Indicative Neutral | Tshima eka "I wish it wouldn't be found/May it not
miskakant be found"

Dubitative Neutral | Eka tatakue nete... "If he wasn't there..."

Subjunctive Eka "If I don't see myself..."
uapamitishuiant...
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5.4.2. Animate Intransitive (Al) Paradigms

5.4.2.1. Al Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: apd nipat "he is not asleep”

1 apu nip a ian

2 apu nip a in

3 apu nip a t

3' apd nip a ntshi
Indf apu nip a nanut
Indf' apd nip a nanunit
1p apu nip a iat
21 api nip a iak"
2p apa nip a iek"
3p apu nip a t'

While the inflectional suffixes for all Al indicative neutral conjuncts are
constant, the variations observed in the independent order occur in the stem
final, i.e. in the element immediately preceding the Al inflections, usually a vowel.
The following table presents the 1% and 3' singular forms of each of the Al verb
subclasses earlier distinguished in the independent order:

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3" person singular)

e ("walk") 1 apu | pimat e ian
3 apd | pimat e t

i ("leave ") 1 apd | push - ian
3 apd | push [ t

u ("sing") 1 apd | nakam u ian
3 apd | nakam u t
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1 ("be strong") 1 apd | shatshish T ian
3 apu | shatshish T t

n ("arrive") 1 apd | takushin - ian
3 apu | takushin - t°°

The above chart does not represent several phonetic peculiarities of verbs
whose stem ends in -i. In the 2™ singular form, the combination pash+i+in yields
the surface form pishin (see 2.2.5. above). In addition, there is a clear vowel
distinction between the 3s and the 3p forms of Al i-stems, as shown by the
following cases:

3 apu | pashit | "he does not go
away"

3p | apld |pashit |"they do not go
away"

3 nete | uiatshit | "where he lives"
3p | nete [uiatshit | "where they live"

A similar opposition between 3" singular and plural is to be found in n- stem
verbs, as illustrated by the Al verbs unishinu "he is lost" and patshind "he falls
down™:

3 |apa |unishint |"he is not lost"*®

3p |apl |unishinit | "they are not lost"
3 nete | patshint | "he does not fall
down"

3p | nete | patshinit | "they do not fall
down"

Even in Al &-, e- and u- stem verbs, it might be noted, a phonetic
difference would seem to exist, for some NWRM speakers, between the 3™
singular and the 3" plural forms of the Al indicative conjunct. This phonetic
difference is represented in the a- stem chart above by the sign ' in the 3p form.
It would appear that the final -t of the 3" plural is "stronger" and more aspirated
than that of the 3" singular. In certain Lower North shore (Quebec) Montagnais
dialects, indeed, a pre-aspirated -ht occurs as the 3p inflection, and presumably
a "strengthened" -t occurs as the word-final phonetic reflex of this among some
NWRM speakers, who seem to pronounce, for example, the 3p form nipat as

[nepat". To further complicate the matter, certain pitch or tone distinctions seem
to be operative, for some speakers, between 3 sing. and 3™ pl. conjunct forms
(see Mailhot 1975:39, and Footnote 21).
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As in the independent order, conjunct Al indefinite subject forms display a
slight variation when it comes to a- and e- stems. Thus a final -anu may be
added directly to the root, without the intervention of a stem-final vowel, to

produce such forms as api nipanut "Nobody is sleeping” or apu atussanut "there
isn't any work". By the addition of the regular ending provided in the table above,

the forms would be apu nipananut and apu atussenanut.

5.4.2.2. Al Indicative Preterit

As pointed out in 5.4.1.3. above, there is no separate set of preterit
endings in the indicative conjunct. Rather, preterits in negative main clauses are
formed from the corresponding indicative neutral by means of the preverb tat, as
in the following i- stem Al conjunct:

Neutral
Apd | akushian | "l am not sick"
Preterit
Apu tat "l was not sick"
akushian

In subordinate clauses, past reference is generally obtained through the use of
the conjunct indicative neutral with changed or e- form.

Since there is no inflectional distinction between conjunct indicative
neutral and preterit paradigms, no reference to the preterit will be made in the
sections on Il, Tl and TA conjuncts.

5.4.2.3. Al Dubitative Neutral

The dubitative neutral is typically found in the context of an if - clause in
the past, in a wish after the particle tshima, or in a clause dependent on a "don't
know" main verb, as in the sentence Apu tit tshissenimak iakushikue "I didn't
know whether she was sick". As this example illustrates, the dubitative neutral
usually occurs in changed form (cf. the independent akushu "he is sick").

The entire Al dubitative neutral paradigm is provided for an a- stem type,
and illustrated by the changed conjunct nepakue "if (only) he were asleep” (cf.
nipau "he is asleep").
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1 nep a uane
2 nep a une
3 nep a kue

3 nep a nikuent
Indf nep a nanikue
Indf’ (Not elicited)

1p nep a uatshe
21 nep a uakue
2p nep a uekue
3p nep a kuent

First and third singular forms only are provided for the remaining stem types:

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3" person singular)

e ("leave by foot") 1 tshiatat e |uane
3 tshiatat e |kue

i ("leave by 1 pash - uane

vehicle") 3 pish i | kue®’

u ("sing") 1 nekam - uane
3 nekam u |kue

T ("be strong") 1 shatshish T uane
3 shatshish ] kue

n ("arrive") 1 tekushin - uane
3 tekushin [ ikue




5.4.2.4. Al Dubitative Preterit
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lllustrative verb: nipatakue "if he had been asleep”

1 nip a ianakue
2 nip a inakue
3 nip a takue
3 nip a ntakuent
Indf nip a nanitakue
Indf' (Not elicited)

1p nip a iatakue
21 nip a iakuakue
2p nip a iekuakue
3p nip a takuent

The dubitative preterit conjunct paradigm, then, would appear to be formed from
the corresponding indicative neutral conjunct by the addition of -akue, except in
the 3' where an obviative is marked by -akuent, and the 3p, where a plural is

marked by -akuent. Note that the changed conjunct is not normally found in the

dubitative preterit.
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The dubitative preterit conjunct of the other five Al stem-types is illustrated
below for 1% and 3" singular subjects:

Stem-Final Example (1% and 3™ person singular)

i ("leave™) 1s push - ianakue
3s push [ takue

e ("work™) 1s atuss e ianakue
3s atuss e takue

u ("eat") 1s m1itshish u ianakue
3s mitshish u takue

T ("be strong") 1s shatshish T ianakue
3s shatshish ] takue

n ("arrive") 1s tekushin - ianakue
3s tekushin [ takue

5.4.2.5. Al Relational Forms

As previously outlined, Al and Tl independent order relational forms are
found in contexts where reference is made to a 3 or 3' animate which does not
function directly as actor or goal. The same situation holds in the conjunct. Here
the relational is typically found in a clause dependent on a main clause, the 3 or
3' actor or goal of which does not function as actor or goal of the dependent
clause - as in the sentence "John came in when | was asleep (i.e. in relation to
John)". The Al conjunct relational is formed, in a 1% and 2" person subject verb,
through the addition of a -u- to the Al stem; the conjunct inflections which are
then added, however, are not those of the corresponding Al conjunct, but rather
closely resemble TA conjunct endings. Note that no special relational forms
have been elicited with a 3 or 3' subject; consequently, the 3 and 3' forms to be
found below are presumably those of the Al non-relational.




A full indicative neutral relational paradigm is provided for the a- stem verb
nipau "his is asleep” in the changed conjunct form - a form it might assume in a
dependent clause with past temporal reference (e.g. Nepauk® ... "When | was
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asleep ...")
Al Indicative Neutral Conjunct-Relational

1 nep a u (n)kY
2 nep a u t

3 nep a - t
3' nep a - ntshi
1p nip a u tshit
21 nip a u ak"
2p nip a u ek"
3p nip a - t

The changed conjunct relational of the other stem-types is given below for the 1

and 2" singular:

Stem-Final Example 1% and 3" person singular)

i ("dance") 1 niam - uk®@
2 niam - ut

e ("walk") 1 pemut e uk™
2 pemat e ut

u ("sing") 1 nekam - uk®@
2 nekam - ut

T ("be strong") 1 shatshish T uk®@
2 shatshish T ut

n ("arrive") 1 tekushin - uk™
2 tekushin - ut
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5.4.2.6. Al Subjunctive

It should be recalled that the subjunctive, formed from the conjunct
indicative neutral through the addition of -1, is generally found in dependent
conditional clauses with potentially realizable consequences. An example would
be the sentence (Tshek) akushitshi apu tshika-atusset "If he is sick he won't go
to work".

lllustrative verb: nipatshi "if he is asleep”

1 nip a iani™
2 nip a int

3 nip a tsh1
3' nip a ntshi
1p nip a iatsht
21 nip a iaku(1)
2p nip a ieku(1)
3p nip a tau(1)

The final 1 is frequently not heard in the 21, 2p and 3p subject forms. In these
cases, the deletion of -1 would result in forms that are still clearly distinguished
from the corresponding indicative neutral - the 21 and 2p forms through
pronunciation of the final u as a separate syllable, and the 3p form through a
subjunctive inflection -tau, distinct from the indicative inflection -t.

Since the subjunctive endings are regular for all Al stem types, no further
examples will be provided.

5.4.2.7. Al Unspecified Subject Forms

A brief discussion of Al unspecified subject forms is to be found in 5.3.1.6.
above. Here, the unspecified subject conjunct paradigms elicited in NWRM will
simply be listed. It should be recalled that these "unspecified subject” forms are
based on a TA stem which is then reprocessed as an Al and given regular Al
inflectional endings.
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Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: apd uapamakant "he is not seen”

1 apu uapam ukdian

2 apu uapam ukdin

3 apu uapam akant

3 apad uapam akanit/

akantsht

1p apad uapam okOaat
21 api uapam ukaiak"
2p api uapam ukidiek"
3p apu uapam akantt

The initial vowel of the inflection of 1% and 2™ person "subject" verbs has here
been noted as u, although historically this was an i which underwent labialization
under the influence of the immediately preceding and following elements.®®

Dubitative Neutral (changed)

1 uiapam uktane

2 uiapam ukdne

3 uigpam akanikue
3 uiapam akanikuen(1)
1p uigpam ukuuatshe
21 uiapam ukuuakue
2p uiapam ukuuekue
3p uiapam akanikuent
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Dubitative Preterit

1 uapam ukuianakue
2 uapam ukdinakue
3 uapam akantakue
3' uapam akantakuent
1p uapam okdiatakue
21 uapam ukutiakuakue
2p uapam ukdiekuakue
3p uapam akantakuent
Subjunctive
1 uapam ukdiant
2 uapam ukant
3 uapam akantshi
3 uapam akantshi
1p uapam akaiatshit
21 uapam ukadiaku(1)
2p uapam ukadieku(T)
3p uapam akantau(r)

As usual, the changed conjunct form of the subjunctive results in an iterative
form, as in uidapamukdiant "whenever | am seen".

5.4.2.8. Al Reflexives and Reciprocals

Reflexives and reciprocals, like unspecified subjects forms, are based on
a TA stem; in the case of the former, this stem is then reprocessed as an Al u-
stem. Further details can be obtained from 5.3.1.7. above; here the conjunct
paradigms of reflexives and reciprocals are simply listed.
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Al REFLEXIVES

Indicative Neutral

[llustrative verb: apd udpamitishut "he does not see himself"

1

apu

uapam itish

2

apu

uapam itish

3

apd

uapam itish

3[

apu

uapam itish

1p

apd

uapam itish

21

apu

uapam itish

2p

apa

uapam itish

3p

apu

uapam itish

cl|c|c|c(c|c|c (<

Dubitative Neutral (changed)

uapam itish

uane

uapam itish

ane

uapam itish

kue

3!

uapam itish

nikuent

1p

uapam itish

uatshe

21

uapam itish

uakue

uapam itish

uekue

3p

uapam itish

kuent




Dubitative Preterit
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1 uapam itish u ianakue
2 uapam itish u inakue
3 uapam itish u takue
3' uapam itish u ntakuen(1)
1p uapam itish u iatakue
21 uapam itish u iakuakue
2p uapam itish u iekuakue
3p uapam itish u takuent
Subjunctive

1 uapam itish u iant

2 uapam itish u inT

3 uapam itish u tshi

3' uapam itish u ntshit
1p uapam itish u iatsht
21 uapam itish u iaku(r)
2p uapam itish u ieku(1)
3p uapam itish u tau(n)

[llustrative verb:

Al RECIPROCALS

Indicative Neutral

apd udpamituiat "we do not see one another"

1p apu uapam it u iat
21 apu uapam it u iak"
2p api udpam it u iek"
3p apd uapam it u (Nt
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Dubitative Neutral (changed)

1p apu uiapam it u iatshe
21 apu uiapam it u iakue/uakue
2p apu uiapam it u iekue
3p apu uiapam it u kuent
Dubitative Preterit
1p apu uapam it u iatakue
21 apu uapam it u iakuakue
2p apu uapam it u iekuakue
3p apu uapam it u takuent

5.4.3. Inanimate Intransitive (Il) Paradigms

As seen in the independent order paradigms (section 5.3.1.2.), Il verbs are
of three basic types: a- stems, e- stems and n- stems.

5.4.3.1. |l Indicative Neutral

a- stems: apu uapat "it is not white"

3 apu uap a t

3p api uap a tshi/kau’?
3 apu uap a nt
3'p apu uap a ntshi/nikau
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e- stems: apu tshitaputet "it does not float away"

3 apu tshitaput e k

3p apu tshitaput e Kt

3 apl tshitaput e nit'
3p apu tshitaput e ntshi/nikau

n- stems: apu apafik "it is not useful”

3 apu apat/iapat 1 k

3p apu apat/iapat T K1

3 apa Apat/iapat in nit'
3'p apu apat/iapat in ntshi/nikau

The n- stem forms above are the result of a historical change whereby the
expected form *apatink early became apatihk in all dialects of Cree-Montagnais.
In NWRM, ensuingly, the h preaspiration is lost before a consonant (see 2.3.1.
above), and in disappearing lengthens the preceding vowel.

The n- stem example given above terminates in -in in the independent indicative
neutral (i.e. apatin "it is useful"). Other n- stems, however, have a final in -an,
such as animan "it is difficult/expensive" and tshimuan "it is raining”. Such verbs
would have a 3s form in -ak (<*ank — ahk) i.e., apd animak, apd tshimak.
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5.4.3.2. |l Dubitative Neutral

While the dubitative neutral is often found as a changed conjunct, the

unchanged form will be given here, as would typically be found after the particle
tshima "I wish/if only".

a- stems: uapakue "if (only) it were white"

3 uap a kue
3p uap a kuen(1)
3' uap a nikue
3'p uap a nikuen(r)
e- stems: tshitadputekue "if (only) it would float away"
3 tshitaput e kue
3p tshitaput e kuen(1)
3' tshitaput e nikue
3'p tshitaput e nikuen(1)
n- stems: apatinikue "if (only) it were useful”
3 apat in ikue
3p apat in ikuent
3 apat in nikue’®
3'p apat in nikuen(1)




5.4.3.3. |l Dubitative Preterit
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a- stems: uapatakue "if (only) it had been white"

3 uap a takue/kakue

3p uap a takuen(n)/kakuen(1)
3' uap a ntakue/nikakue

3p uap a ntakuen(1)/nikakuen()

e- stems: tshitdputetdkue "if (only) it had floated away"

3 tshitaput e takue/kakue

3p tshitaput e takuen(n)/kakuen(1)
3 tshitaput e ntakue/nikakue
3p tshitaput e ntakueni/nikakuen(1)

n- stems: apatintakue "if (only) it had been useful”

3 apat in takue/ikakue

3p apat in | takuen(n)/ikakuen(1)
3 apat in ntakue/nikakue
3p apat in | ntakueni/nikakuen(1)
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Among certain n- stems, at least, a stem variation is to be found in the
dubitative preterit. As seen in the Il indicative neutral conjunct, n- stems take -k
rather than -t as their 3 singular inflection. In the dubitative preterit, however, a
stem-final -n plus takue may be found, apparently by analogy with &- and e- stem
types. The n- stem final may also take dubitative preterit inflections in -k, the
connective vowel i being inserted before this -k (e.g. ikakue). Alternative forms
do exist for n- stem dubitative preterits, however, in which the regular rule of *nk
— hk— (V(long)k is operative, as in tshimuakakue "if (only) it had rained", or
apatikakue "if (only) it had been useful".

5.4.3.4. |l Subjunctive

a- stems: uapatshi "if it is white"

3 uap a tshi
3p uap a kau(n/tau()
3' uap a ntshit
3'p uap a nikau(1)/nitau(1)
e- stems: tshitaputetshi "if it floats away"
3 tshitaput e tsht
3p tshitaput e kau(n/tau(r)
3 tshitaput e ntsht
3'p tshitaput e nikau(1)/nitau(1)




n- stems: apatiki "if it is useful"

5.4.3.5. |l Unspecified Subject Forms
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3 apat ] K1

3p apat in ikau()/tau(1)
3' apat in ntshi
3'p apat in nikaui/nitau(1)

Il unspecified subject forms, it will be recalled, are based on a Tl stem to
which has been added an Il final (akan) and an Il inflection. Paradigms are given

below merely for apl uapatakant "it is not seen".

Indicative Neutral

3 apu uapat akan t
3p apu uapat akan tsht
3 api uapat akan it/tsh1
3'p apu uapat akan tsht

The first vowel of the inflection may be influenced by the shape of the Tl stem, as

in apd miskakant "it is not found", from miskau+akant (cf. Footnote 58).

Dubitative Neutral

3 uapat akan ikue
3p uapat akan ikuen(1)
3' uapat akan ikue
3'p uapat akan ikuen(1)
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Dubitative Preterit

3s uapat akan takue
3p uapat akan takuen(T)
3's uapat akan takue
3'p uapat akan takuen(T)
Subjunctive
3s uapat akan tshi
3p uapat akan tau(1)
3's uapat akan tshit
3p uapat akan tau(1)/kau(1)
5.4.4. Transitive Inanimate (TI) Paradigms
5.4.4.1. Tl Indicative Neutral
lllustrative verb: apd uapatak "he does not see it"
1 apud uapat aman
2 apu uapat aman
3 apu uapat ak
3 apu uapat amintsh1
1p apu uapat amat
21 api uapat amak"
2p apu uapat amek"
3p apu uapat ak(au)

In the case of Tl roots in ei (e.g. the independent indicative neutral pisteim
"he strikes it by accident"), the initial a of the above inflections would be replaced
by ei, as in the 1% singular apd pisteiman and the 3" singular apd pisteik.
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5.4.4.2. Tl Dubitative Neutral

The TI dubitative neutral and preterit conjunct are illustrated in the context
of a non-realized wish after the particle tshima.

lllustrative verb: tshima uapatamukue "if only he were seeing it"

1 uapat amuane

2 uapat amuine

3 uapat amukue

3 uapat aminikuen()
1p 1a uapat amuakue
21 uapat amakue
2p uapat amekue
3p uapat amukuent

5.4.4.3. Tl Dubitative Preterit

lllustrative verb: tshima uapatakue "if only he had seen it"

1 uapat amanakue
2 uapat amanakue
3 uapat akakue

3 uapa amintakuen(7)
1p uapat amatakue
21 uapat amakuakue
2p uapat amekuakue
3p uapat akakuent
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5.4.4.4. Tl Relational Forms

The occurrence of the Tl relational conjunct has been discussed above
under the Al relational conjunct. As in the Tl independent, Tl relationals are
formed through the addition of -amu- to the Tl stem; in the conjunct, however,
this is followed by an essentially TA rather than a Tl conjunct inflection. As seen
in the Al relational conjunct, the 3" person animate to which the dependent
clause verb relates may be the actor/subject of the main clause, as in the

sentence Tshiatatamuk niudpamuku "He saw me looking at it".

A relational paradigm is provided for the indicative neutral conjunct apa
uapatamuk" "l don't see it (e.g. John's book)", as well as for the dubitative preterit
uapatamukakue "if | had seen it (3')". All other relationals can easily be formed
from a Tl stem through the addition of -amu- and the corresponding TA conjunct
inflections.

Tl Indicative Neutral Conjunct - Relational

1 apl uapat amu K74
2 apu uapat amu t

3 apu uapat amu at
3' (apd uapat amu at)
1p apd uapat amu tshit
21 api uapat amu ak"
2p apu uapat amu ek"
3p apu uapat amu at
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TI Dubitative Preterit Conjunct - Relational

1 uapat amu kakue

2 uapat amu takue

3 uapat amu atakue/akakue

3 (uapat amu atakue/akakue)
1p uapat amu atshikakue
21 uapat amu akuakue
2p uapat amu ekuakue
3p uapat amu atakuen(t)/akakuent

5.4.45. Tl Subjunctive

lllustrative verb: (tshek) uapataki "if he sees it"

1 uapat amani
2 uapat amani
3 uapat aki

3 uapat amintshi
1p uapat amatshi

21 uapat amaku()
2p uapat ameku(1)
3p uapat akau(1)
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Of course, the subjunctive paradigm can also be made relational, given a
context of the type described above. Such forms would consist of a Tl root +
amu + essentially TA conjunct inflections, as illustrated in the following relational
TI subjunctive paradigm:

1 uapat amu K1

2 uapat amu tshi

3 uapat amu atsh1
3' (uapat amu atsh)
1p uapat amu tshitshi
21 uapat amu aku()
2p uapat amu eku(1)
3p uapat amu atau(n)

5.4.5. Transitive Animate (TA) Paradigms

The presentation of TA conjunct paradigms follows the order used in the
TA independent. Thus 3" person goal and actor forms are given first, followed
by 2 actor — 1 goal and 1 actor — 2 goal forms.

5.45.1. TA Indicative Neutral

lllustrative verb: apa uapamat "he does not see him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

As in the independent order, this paradigm includes 3 actor — 3' goal and
3' actor — 3" goal forms. Note that only 1%t and 2" person subjects are marked
for plurality of the 3" person goal.
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3s goal

1 apu | udpam | ak

2 apu | uapam | at

3 apu | uapam | at

3" |apd |uapam | antshi
1p | apd | udpam | atshit
21 |apd |uapam | ak"

2p | apd | udpam | ek"

3p |apl |uapam |at

3p goal

1 apd | uapam | akau
2 apu |uapam | atau

3 apud |uapam | at

3 apu | uapam | antshi
1p | apl |uapam | atshit
21 |apd | uapam | akut
2p |apu |uapam | ekut
3p |apu |uapam | at

Should the TA stem to which the above endings are added end in a long
vowel, the initial short a of the inflection will be deleted - thus for the stem
shatshi- "love", the 1% and 2™ singular forms are shatshik and shatshit,
respectively. Where, however, the inflection begins with a long vowel, both stem-
final and inflection-initial vowels are maintained, as in the 3" singular shatshiat or
the 2" plural shatshiek".
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It may be recalled that in the TA independent, slight variations were noted
in the phonetic form of certain inflections, depending on the final element of the
TA stem to which they were added. In the TA conjunct, similarly, inflections
added to TA stems ending in a short vowel will display quite regular phonetic
variants. Thus stems ending in -u (<au), when followed by an inflection the first
element of which isi (<*e), undergo a regular rule by which au +i — a, as in apu
miskatak” "he does not find us (incl.)", from apd miskau + itak".

b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal
3 apud uapam it
3p |apu uapam 1t

Stems in u- (<au-) have a 3 singular inflection -ut, as in apd miskut "he
does not find me" (by regular phonological rule from miskau + it, the -i of the -it
being historically *i, not *e - cf. Footnote 58).

1p goal

3 apd | uapam | inamit
3p |apd |udpam |imit

21 goal

3 |apd | uapam |itak"
3p |apd | uapam |itakut

2s goal

3 apl | uapam |isk
3p |apd | uapam |iskau
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2p goal

3 apu | uapam | itak"
3p |apd |uapam | itakut

c) 3' actor (either sing. or pl.) — 3 goal

3s goal

|3 |apd |uapam |ukut |

3p goal

|3 |apa |uapam | ukut |

The original inflection, -ikut, has been labialized to ukut [og"ut] after a
stem ending in a consonant. In other stems -ikut is evident, as in apd nipeikut
"he 93") does not kill him", or else the initial i of the inflection is lost in the surface
form, as in apd miskakut "he (3') does not find him" (<miskau + ikut) by regular
phonological rule).

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.)

| apd |uapam | ukuntshi |

e) 2actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 apl | uapam [1n
2p |apd |udpam |T1ek”




"You (s) do not kill me" would be translated apd nipein. Stems in u (<au) retain
this u before a following long vowel: hence api miskuin "you do not find me" or
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apd uttamuin "you do not warn me".

1p goal
2 apd |udpam |iat
2p |apd | uapam | iat
f) 1actor — 2 goal
2s goal
1 apu | uapam |itan
1p [apd | uapam |itat
2p goal
1 apu | uapam | itakut
1p |apl |udpam |itat
g) 3'actor — 1/2 goal
1 apd | uapam | ?imi(ni)tsht
2 apu | uapam | imiski
1p |apd |uapam |iminamit
21 |apd |udpam |imitak"
2p | apl | uapam | imitaku

5.4.5.2. TA Dubitative Neutral

The dubitative neutral conjunct is usually found in the changed form, in

which it is given below.”
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lllustrative verb: uiapamakue "if he saw him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

1 uiapam | autshe

2 uidapam | autshe

3 uiapam | akue

3 uidapam | anikuent

1p |uidpam | au(au)tshitshe
21 | uiapam [ auakue

2p | uiapam | euekue

3p | uiapam | akdent

TA stems in u (<au) here display u, as in uidtamatshe "if | warned him",

<*uidtamauautshe.

A 3" plural object is represented with all 1% and 2" person subjects
through the addition of -nt to the singular form as in uiapamautshent "if I saw

them".

b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal
3 uiapam ukue
3p uiapam ukuent
1p goal
3 uiapam | ikakue
3p |uiapam | ikakuent
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21 goal

3 uiapam | itaku
3p | uidapam | itakut

2s goal

3 uiapam | iskue
3p |uiapam | iskuent

2p goal

3 uidpam | ikuatshent
3p | uiapam | ikuatshent

c) 3'actor (sing. or pl.) — 3 goal

3s goal

3" | uiapam [ ukukue |

3p goal

[ 3 |uidpam |ukukuent |

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.)

| uiagpam | ?ukunikue |

e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 uidapam | dne
2p | uiapam | ?auatshe/?iekue

1p goal

2 uiapam | - (not
2p | uiapam | - elicited)
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f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal

1 uidpam | ituane
1p |uidpam | itduatshe

2p goal

1 uiapam | ?itukute
1p |uiapam | itauatshe

g) 3'actor— 1/2 goal

(Forms unavailable)

5.4.5.3. TA Dubitative Preterit

llustrative verb: uapaméatakue "if he had seen him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

1 uapam | akakue

2 uapam | atakue

3 uapam | atakue

3' uapam | a(n)takuen(n)
1p |udpam | tshitakue

21 | uapam | akuakue

2p | uapam | ekuakue

3p | uapam | atakuent/
?akuakuent

An example of a 1 — 3 form for a TA stem originally in -au is miskukakue "if | had
found him", from *miskau+akakue.

A 3" plural object is represented in 15 and 2" subject forms through the
addition of -nt, as in Tshima uapamakakuent "if only | had seen them".
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b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal
3 uapam itakue
3p uapam itakuent
1p goal
3 udpam | inamitakue
3p | uapam | inamitakuent
21 goal
3 uapam | itak(u)akue
3p | uapam |itak(u)akuent
2s goal
3 uapam | iskakue
3p | uapam | iskakuent
2p goal
3 uapam | ?itauakue
3p | uapam | ?itaudkuent

c) 3'actor — 3 goal (sing. or pl.)

3s goal

13

| uapam |

ukutakue |

3p goal

uapam

ukutshent/
ukutakuent

d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.)

| uapam | ?2uku(n)takue |
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e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 uapam | inakue

2p | uapam | iekuakue

1p goal

2 uapam | iatakue

2p | uapam | iatadkue

f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal

1 uapam |itanakue

1p |uapam |itatakue

2p goal
1 uadpam | itatakue/itakuakue
1p |uapam | itatakuent/itdkuakuent

5.45.4. TA -im- Forms

g) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

(Forms unavailable)™

TA forms in which -im- is inserted directly before the inflection - as outlined
in 5.3.4.5. above - are to be found when the object of the verb is expressly
marked as 3' rather than the expected 3¢ person (or as 3" rather than the
expected 3' when the verbal subject is 3" person). The TA -im- conjunct, it
should be noted, differs from the corresponding TA "simple" conjunct not only
through the insertion of -im- directly after a verb stem, but also through the
addition of -T after the regular TA conjunct inflection. The overall result, indeed, is
a paradigm the inflections of which in 1% and 2" person subject indicative neutral
forms do not differ substantially from those of the TA subjunctive outlined in
5.4.5.5. below.
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The entire paradigm of TA -im- forms is presented only for the indicative
neutral conjunct. As always, an indicative preterit would be formed from the
indicative neutral + the preverb tit. The stem nipei- "kill" is used by way of
example, as in the sentence Apd nipeimaki Tshan utauia "I am not killing John's
father".

Indicative Neutral

3' object
Verb Stem -im Inflection
1 apu nipei m (after stem | aki
in vowel)

2 apu nipei m atsht
1p apu nipei m atshitshi
21 apu nipei m aku(1)
2p apu nipei m eku(r)

3" object
3 apud nipei m at
3p apu nipei m atshi

Note that the 3" person subject forms do differ from the corresponding TA
subjunctive forms outlined below.

An example of a dubitative (changed) neutral conjunct is provided in the
clause nepeimautshen(i) Tshan atauia "if I had killed John's father". Here, as in
the dubitative preterit Tshima nipeimakakuen(r) Tshan Gtauia "If only | had killed
John's father”, the -im- forms also display the addition of -n or -n1 to the
corresponding conjunct forms without -im.
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5.4.5.5. TA Subjunctive

lllustrative verb: (tshek) uapamatshi "if he sees him"

a) 1/2/3 actor — 3 goal

3s goal

uapam | aki

uapam atshi’’

uapam | atshi

3 uapam | antsht

1p | uapam | atshiti/atshitshi
21 | uapam | aku(1)

2p | uapam | eku(n)

3p | uapam | atau(n)

WIN [

3p goal

1 uapam | akau(1)

2 uapam | atau(n)

3 uapam | atshi

3" |uapam | antshi

1p |[udpam | atshitau

21 | uapam | aku(1)/akut

2p | uapam | eku(i)/ekuau/ekut
3p | uapam | antsh(1)

As always, 3" person subject forms are indifferent to the number of the object.
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b) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1s goal

3 uapam itr/itsht
3p uapam itau(1)

1p goal

3 uapam | imitshi
3p | uapam | imitau(r)

21 goal

3 uapam | itaku(1)
3p | uapam | itaku(n/itakutshi

2s goal

3 uapam | iski
3p | uapam | iskau(1)

2p goal

3 uapam | itaku(1)
3p | uapam | itaku(1)

c) 3" actor (sing. or pl.)— 3 goal

3s goal

|3' | uapam | ukutsht |

3p goal

3 |uapam |ukutau(® |

In the 3" actor forms, the initial u of the inflection comes from an i which has been
labialized by the surrounding labialized elements. No such labialization emerges
in a stem ending in a vowel (e.g. nipeikutshr "if he (3") kills him (3")"; stems

ending in -u (<-au) here display the expected a as in uitamakutshr "if he (3')
warns him (3")", from uitamau-+ikutshr.
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d) 3" actor (sing./pl.) — 3' goal (sing./pl.)

| uapam | ?2ukuntshi |

e) 2 actor — 1 goal

1s goal

2 uapam | T
2p | uapam |ieku(1)

1p goal

2 uapam | iatsht
2p | uapam | iatshi

f) 1 actor — 2 goal

2s goal

1 uapam |itant
1p |[uapam |itatshi

2p goal

1 uapam | itakutshi
1p |udpam | itatshi

g) 3 actor — 1/2 goal

1 uapam | iminitshi

2 uapam | imiski

1p | uapam |iminamitshi
21 | uapam | imitakunt
2p | uapam | imitakut

As in other verb classes, the changed form of the subjunctive - i.e. the
form produced by change in the initial-syllable vowel - will produce an iterative
meaning, as in:
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Uiapamatsht eimieu "Whenever he sees her he talks to her"
Uetinatshr... (cf. Independent "Whenever he takes her by the
indicative neutral utineu) hand..."

Tshessenimatsht auenua... (cf. "Whenever he knows somebody..."
Independent indicative neutral

tshissenimeu)

6. AN OVERVIEW OF NWRM SENTENCE TYPES

This section will provide an introduction to the chief sentence types elicited
to date in NWRM, and will serve in part to expand and amplify what has already
been outlined in section 5.

It should be emphasized that what follows must be regarded as only a first
step in the description of Montagnais sentence types. Further, most of the
examples provided have been elicited in isolation, and do not form part of larger
narrative segments which would provide details on nuances of meaning that are
now noticeably absent.

It should also be noted that virtually no mention is made in this sketch of
word order. A brief comment, however, should be made. While simple
declarative statements would typically appear to be verb-initial, many examples
have been found exhibiting subject-initial verb-final order. Whether these
represent a further stylistic possibility or are merely the effect of interference from
English remains to be seen. Note that some details on Algonquian word-order
are to be found in Ford (1979a).

6.1. SIMPLE SENTENCES INVOLVING THE INDEPENDENT ORDER
6.1.1. Declarative Sentences

As is evident from section 5. above, normal one-clause affirmative
declarative sentences take the appropriate tense and mode of the independent
order (i.e. indicative neutral or preterit, dubitative neutral or preterit). Not every
declarative sentence need contain a verb, however. Occasionally, English
sentences containing an existential verb "be" correspond to verbless sentences
in NWRM, as in:

Mue nistesh (lit. This my older "This is my older
brother) brother"
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Locative "be", on the contrary, usually appears, as in:

Mashineikan nete asteu "The book is on the table"
mitshishuakant
(lit. Book there is table - locative)

Two or more simple declarative sentences may be conjoined by the use of
connective particles mak "and" or kie "and, also":

Tshitateu mak/kie apu tshikatshri- "He is leaving and won't be coming
takushint back"

The connective particle ek” "and" (pronounced [ego] before a consonant) is also
found, as in:

Mue katshiskutamatshet "This (person here) is a teacher
eku ne natukunish and
that (one there) is a doctor"

Two simple sentences may also be conjoined by muk" "but" (historically from
mik” by labialization as described in 2.2.1. above):

Tshika-tshitateu muk" "He will be leaving but he will be back
tshika-takushinu kau later"

6.1.2. Yes-No Questions

A question designed to elicit an answer of "yes" or "no" is formed from the
corresponding declarative sentence by the use of an enclitic -a, which is normally
affixed to the first word of the sentence. Contrast the following statements and
corresponding yes-no questions in the a) and b) sentences following:

1a) | Tshan uapameu utema "John sees his dog"
b) | Uapameu-a Tshan "Does John see his dog?"
utema?
2a) | Tshika-pushu uapantsht | "He will be going away tomorrow"
b) | Tshika-pushu-a "Will he be going away
uapantshi? tomorrow?"

The b) examples above represent ordinary unmarked question order, with the
verb in sentence-initial position. Should the topic of the question be another
sentence element, however, this element would become sentence initial, with
enclitic -a attached to it rather than to the verb. Thus if sentence 2b) had been
construed as a question about the time of departure, the sentence would have
read Uapantshi-a tshika-pashu? i.e., "Is it tomorrow that he will be leaving?"

The enclitic -ma would seem to be used instead of Oa when a yes answer
is expected.
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6.2. SIMPLE SENTENCES INVOLVING THE CONJUNCT ORDER

As was pointed out in 5.4.1. above, the conjunct is the verbal order largely
restricted to subordinate clause usage. Its use in simple sentences, or main
clauses, is largely restricted to two cases: negative main clauses and question-
word questions.’®

6.2.1. Negative Sentences

A negative main clause is formed by the negative particle apu + the
indicative neutral conjunct of the verb (or apd + tat + indicative neutral conjunct if
the reference is to a non-event in the past). Since entire paradigms of main-
clause negatives have been provided in section 5. above, no further examples
will be given here.

Recall that in subordinate clauses, a negative is formed by means of the
particle ek [ga] as in the sentence Nitshissenimau tshe eka takushint, "I know
he won't come".”

6.2.2. Question-Word Questions

Question-word questions in Montagnais are introduced by the following
interrogative particles and pronouns: tshekuan "what"; tshekuen/auen "who";
tanite "where"; tanispish "when" (regularly heard as taispish); tshekuan ut "why";
tshek/tanen(an) "which, what kind of"; tan ispish "how much/how many"; tan ish-
"how". These interrogatives are normally followed by the changed form of the
conjunct order of the verb; however, in those cases where the interrogative
marker consists of two elements, the vowel change regularly affects the second
of these elements, to produce, for example, tshekuan uet "why", tan espish "how
much”. Note that "how many" may also be expressed by means of tan + the
equivalent of a changed conjunct, as will be seen below.

The exact form of the verb or particle is dependent on the temporal
reference of the event. The following three possibilities arise in question-word
guestions:

Temporal Reference Verb Form

Present Reference - Indicative neutral changed conjunct (or the e-

reference conjunct for verbs whose first syllable vowel is 0)

to an event in progress

Future Reference tshe + indic. neutral conjunct

Past Reference Preterit indicative independent (occasionally
when reference is to a recent past, the indicative
neutral changed conjunct may be found)
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Examples will now be provided for each of the above interrogatives in each of the
three temporal references just outlined. For ease of reference, the 3¢ singular
independent indicative neutral form may be provided in brackets.

PRESENT REFERENCE

(with changed or e- conjunct)

WHAT Tshekuan e-tataman? (cf. indep. "What are you (s) doing?"
indic. neutral tdtam "he does it")
Tshekuannu® netuenitak? (cf. "What does he want?"
natuenitam)
WHO Auen uiapamukut? (cf. udpameu) "Who is seeing him?"
WHERE | Tanite ua-itatein? (cf. ui-ititeu) "Where do you (s) intend to
go?"
WHEN Tanispish etussein? (cf. atusseu) "When are you (s) working?"
WHY Tshekuan uet etussein? "Why are you (s) working?"
WHICH Tshek mashineikan iapatshitain? "Which book are you using?"
(cf. apatshitau) (what kind of)
HOW Tan espish takuak?®! (cf. takuan) | "How much is there?"
MUCH
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HOW (Animate) Tan etatishit® mistukut? | "How many trees are there?"
MANY (Inanimate) Tan etatiki "How many books are there?"
mashineikana?
HOW Tan eshinikashut? (cf. ishinikashu) | "What is his name?" (lit. How is
he called?)
FUTURE REFERENCE
(tshe- conjunct)
WHAT Tshekuan tshe-titaman? "What will you (s) be doing?"
WHO Auen tshe-mitshishut? "Who will be eating?"
WHERE | Tanite tshe-mishikat? "Where will he arrive?"
WHEN Tan tshe-ispish uapamat? "When will he be seeing her?"
WHY Tshekuan tshe-ut atussein? "Why will you (s) be working?"
WHICH Tshek/Tanenan mashineikan tshe- | "Which book will you be

apatshitain 7%

using?"
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HOW Tan tshe-ispish takuak? "How much will there be?"
MUCH
HOW (Animate) Tan tshe-tatishit "How many trees will there
MANY mistukut? be?" "How many books will

(Inanimate) Tan tshe-tatiki there be?"

mashineikana?
HOW Tan tshe-ishinikashut? "What will his name be?"

PAST REFERENCE
(independent indicative preterit)

WHAT Tshekuan tshitlite? "What did you (s) do?"
WHO Auen tshitdtepan? "Who was leaving?"
WHERE | Tanite tshiudpama? "Where did you (s) see him?"
WHEN Tanispish tshitatusse? "When did you (s) work?"
WHY Tshekuannu uet titamapan?®* "Why did he do it?"
WHICH Tshek/Tanen mashineikan "Which book did you use?"

tshitapatshita?
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HOW Tan espish takuanipan? "How much was there?"

MUCH

HOW (Animate) Tan etatishipant "How many trees were there?"
MANY mistukut? "How many books were there?"

(Inanimate) Tan etatinipant
mashineikana?

HOW Tan ishi-ttamadpan? "How did he do it?"

6.3. COMPLEX SENTENCES INVOLVING THE CONJUNCT ORDER
6.3.1. Introduction

To a large extent, the distribution of conjunct types to be found in
embedded or dependent clauses parallels that outlined in 6.2.2. above for
guestion-word questions. The parallel is particularly obvious in the case of
embedded sentential complements, which may or may not be introduced by an
interrogative particle, or WH-complementizer (e.g. "I know why he will do it "He
left when he saw me"), as well as in relative clauses ("The man who is sick is my
uncle"). As in the sentences of 6.2.2., the basic verb form of the embedded
sentence is an indicative conjunct (neutral), the initial root or preverb syllable of
which may be modified by vowel change, depending on the actual temporal
reference of the event in question. Thus an embedded sentence displaying a
reference to present time will typically contain a changed or e- conjunct, as in:

Tshan tshissenitam nete e-tat "John knows where he (i.e. John) is"
(e-conjunct)/tiat (changed conjunct)

An embedded sentence with future temporal reference will usually display the
indicative neutral conjunct preceded by the changed future preverb tshe-, as in:

Tshan tshissenitam tshe-tat "John knows that he will be there
uapantshi tomorrow"
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Embedded sentences with reference to the past are formed, however, in a
fashion different from that of sentences discussed in 6.2.2. above. For in such
embedded clauses, a conjunct rather than an independent is used; this conjunct
will display a changed form, the equivalent g—complementizer85, or aka-
complementizer, ka- being the changed form of the independent perfective
preverb tshi- (ki- before palatalization in Montagnais). An example follows:

Tshan tshissenimeu auenua e-tGtamintshri (e- "John knows who did it"
conjunct)/
tidtamintsh1 (changed conjunct)/ka- tatamintsht (ka-
conjunct)86

Sections 6.3.2. to 6.3.4. below deal in more detail with sentential
complements and relative clauses, respectively. Prior to this, however, mention
must be made of yet another complementizer which appears to be in ready use
in NWRM, particularly by younger speakers. What is peculiar about this
complementizer, however, is its co-occurrence in an embedded sentence with an
independent rather than a conjunct order verb (even though clauses containing
this form are negativized by means of the negative particle eka, the same
negative marker used with all conjunct and imperative order verb forms.) The
complementizer in question consists of ka-...ua®, which is attached to the simple
independent indicative neutral. An example is the ka-taua form (cf. the Al
independent indicative neutral tau "he is (in a place)" of the sentence Tshan
tshissenitam (nete) ka-taua, yet another alternative translation - for certain
informants at least - of "John knows where he is").

The ka-...ua form has been discussed in Ford (1979b), where it has been
pointed out that in meaning it seems to correspond most closely to a
"progressive" or "continuous" form. Thus the sentence Uln ka-titamua might be
glossed (It is ) he who is in the process of doing it".

A complete paradigm is now provided of the ka-...ua forms of a typical Tl
verb, titam "he does it":

Independent Indicative Neutral Corresponding ka-...ua form
1 nitaten (n1n) ka-nitdtenaua
2 tshitlGten (tshin) ka-tshitdtenaua
3 tatam (utn) ka-tOtamua
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3 tataminua (umn) ka-tataminut

1p nitdtenan (ntnan) | ka-nitGtenanaua

21 tshititenan (tshthan) | ka-tshititenanaua

2p tshitGtenau (tshiniuau) | ka-tshitGtenauaua

3p tatamut (uthivau) |ka-
totamutshi/tdtamutshent

As may be seen, the ka-...ua forms exist in all persons. They may easily be
formed from the corresponding independent indicative neutral, by the addition of
ka-...ua in the 3 person and ka-...aua in the 15'and 2" persons. The 3" plural,
however, behaves in a slightly different fashion. A look at ka-...ua forms in
relative clauses based on the Al verb tau and the corresponding Il takuan "be in
a place" shows a similar 3" singular/3rOI plural opposition:

3 ne ka-taua "the one there (there he is)"
3p netshe(nt) ka-tautsht "the ones there (there they
are)"
3 ne ka-takuanua "the one there (there it is)"
3p nenua ka-takuanua/ka- "the ones there (there they
takuanui are)"

The following sections will demonstrate that ka-...ua forms may enjoy a
fairly wide distribution in embedded sentences which refer to the present of
speech. This verb type appears, indeed, to function as the normal
complementizer in relative clauses of present reference (see 6.3.4. below). In
addition, it may occur in WH-sentential complements after the particle nete,
where it alternates with a changed conjunct, as in the clause nete ka-uitshua
(uiatshit) natau "where my father lives". In other circumstances, however, it is
not yet clear to what extent these forms typically occur in speech, and whether
they always necessarily involve the idea of an event in progress. Much more
work is needed in this general area before any conclusions can be reached.

Sections 6.3.2. t0 6.3.7. following present a survey of the distribution of
the complementizers discussed above throughout various types of complex
sentences.
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6.3.2. WH-Sentential Complements

This section treats what in traditional terms would be called noun clause
objects. Examples will be provided of clauses dependent on the main verb
objects. Examples will be provided of clauses dependent on the main verb
"know", which are translated by such English WH-forms as "who", "what",
"where", "when", "why" and "how". Note, however, that in Montagnais those
interrogative particles found in direct questions do not always appear in the
indirect questions now under discussion: thus "where" in a dependent clause is
found as nete rather than tanite, "what" is not necessarily translated by tshekuan
as in direct questions, and so on.28 All three temporal references of the
dependent clause will be covered; as previously stated, the main difference
between this type of sentential complement and question-word questions lies in
verbs of past time reference.

1) Complement of Present reference (i.e., event in progress)
Possibilities:
1) changed conjunct

2) e- conjunct
3) ka-...uaform

WHO Tshan tshissenimeu auenua "John knows who is doing it"
atatamintshi/ka-tataminut

WHAT Tshissenitam e-tatak/tiGtak "He knows what he's doing"

WHERE | Tshissenitam (nete) e-tutet "He knows where he is going"

WHY Tshan tshissenitam uet iakushit "John knows why he is sick"
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| HOW

| Tshissenitam eshi-tatak

| "He knows how he is doing it"

2) Complement of Past Reference (i.e. realized event)

Possibilities:

1) ka-conjunct
2) changed conjunct
3) e-conjunct

WHO Apa tshissenimat auenua ka- "He doesn't know who did it"
tatamintshi/e-
tatamintshi/tigtamintshi

WHAT Tshan tshitshissenimuk“®® ka- "John knows what you did"
tdtaman

WHERE | Tshan tshitshissenimuk” nete ka- "John knows where you were"
taut

WHEN Tshissenitam tatipeikana "He knows what time/when he
tshiathtet/espish tshititet left"

WHY Tshissenitam tshekuannu uet "He knows why he left"
tshitatet

HOW Apu tshissenitak ka-ishititak/eshi- | "He doesn't know how he did it"
tatak
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3) Complement of Future Reference (i.e., non-realized event)
Possibility:

1) tshe + conjunct

WHO Nitshissenimau auenua tshe- "l know who she will be afraid of"
kustat

WHAT | Apu tshissenitaman tshekuan "l don't know what I'll find"
tshe-miskaman

WHER | Nitshissenimau nete tshe-itatet "l know where he will be going"

E

WHEN | Apu tshissenimak tshe-ispish "l don't know when she will be
tshithtet leaving"

HOW Tshissenitam tsheishi-tatak "He knows how he'll do it"

Note that if the tense of the matrix verb is changed from present, the terms
"present reference”, "past reference" and "future reference" would have to be
reinterpreted to mean that the sentential complement was co-temporal with,
anterior to, or posterior to the event denoted by the matrix clause. The various
conjunct possibilities already outlined would remain in effect.

6.3.3. -WH-Sentential Complements

This section will deal with examples whose embedded sentence
corresponds to a full English sentence - i.e., sentences whose matrix verb is one
of mental or sensory perception, such as "know that...", "see that...", "hear
that..."°. Sentential complements dependent on a value judgment matrix verb

(e.g. "be sorry that...","be surprised that...") are also treated in this section.
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The complementizer types displayed by the -WH-sentential complements
now to be discussed parallel those already seen with respect to WH-sentential
complements in the previous section. The following table summarizes these

types:

TEMPORAL REFERENCE OF CONJUNCT TYPE
EMBEDDED SENTENCE

1) e-conjunct
PRESENT REFERENCE 2) changed conjunct
(i.e. event in process of realization) 3) ka-...ua form

1) k&-conjunct
PAST REFERENCE 2) changed conjunct
(i.e. realized event) 3) e-conjunct

(4) ka...ua form)

FUTURE (PROBABLE) REFERENCE | 1) tshe conjunct
(i.e. not-yet-realized event) (2) ka...ua form)

As the above table suggests, ka...ua forms may alternate with an e-
conjunct or a changed conjunct when the reference is present or general, as in:

Tshan apd minuatak "John doesn't like rain”
tshemuanit/e-tshimuanit/ka-
tshimuanua

Apparently when reference is to the future the tshe- form normally occurs,
although a number of informants also accept forms in ka-...ua as in:

Nitshissenimau tshe-puashit/ka- "l know that he will leave
pUshua uapantshi tomorrow"

Similarly, some informants would use ka-...ua forms with past reference
although others find them unacceptable. For this reason, such forms may be
enclosed within brackets in this work.
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Examples will now be provided for each of the three possible temporal
references of the embedded or subordinate clause.

1) Present Reference

Nitshissenimau e-tshitltet/tshiatitet/ka-tshitdteua | "I know he is leaving"
Nitshissenimau menuatat (cf. indep. neutral "I know he likes her"
minuateu)

Mista-matshentakuannu® e-tatak/tiatak "It's too bad he's doing it"
Niminuaten e-mitshishuian/miatshishuian/ka- "I'm happy that I'm eating”
nimitshishunaua

Occasionally a subjunctive conjunct may be found in the same context, as in:

| Nitshisseniten tshimuaki | "l know that it's raining"

2) Past Reference

Nitshissenimau nete ka-tat/tiat/e-tat/ka-taua "I know he was there"
Nimiskatenimau ka-tshitutet/tshiatitet/e-tshitatet/ | "I am surprised that he left"
(ka-tshitateua)

Mista-matshenitakuannu ka-tatak/tiGtak/e-tatak/ "It's too bad he's done it"
(ka-tGtamua)

3) Future Reference

Nitshissenimau tshe-tshitttet (ka- "I know he'll be leaving tomorrow"
tshitGteua) uapantshi

Since value judgment sentences involve slightly different embedded
sentence conjunct types for future reference, they will be discussed in more
detail in 6.3.6. below.
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As in the case of WH-sentential complements, a change in the tense of
the matrix verb would simply change the point of reference to either past or future
rather than present. In such cases, the complementizer type would be
determined on the basis of whether the temporal reference of the embedded verb
was simultaneous with, preceded, or followed that of the matrix verb.

6.3.4. Relative Clauses

6.3.4.1. Resume

The conjunct pattern of relative clauses follows that of the WH-sentential
complements outlined in the previous section. The following table presents a
resume of the various relative clause types possible when the temporal reference
of the dependent clause is past, present or future:

TEMPORAL REFERENCE OF CONJUNCT TYPE
RELATIVE CLAUSE
PAST REFERENCE ka- + conjunct indicative

(i.e. reference to a completed event) | neutral

1) ka- + independent

indicative neutral in -ua
PRESENT REFERENCE More rarely:

(i.e. reference to an event in progress) | 2) changed or e-conjunct

3) ka- + conjunct

indicative neutral®

FUTURE REFERENCE 1) tshe- + conjunct
(i.e. reference to a not-yet-realized 2) subjunctive conjunct
event)

Examples will now be provided to illustrate the three temporal references
just outlined.

1) Past Reference

(Ne) napeu ka-mishikat utakushit "The man who arrived yesterday is my
nukumish an uncle”
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2) Present Reference

(Ne) napeu ka-tshititeua/tshiatatet/e-
tshitlGtet nukumish an

"The man who is leaving is my uncle"

Ne ka-mitshishua nistesh an

"The person over there who is eating is
my older brother"

Muk" auen ua-mitshishut tshika-
mitshishu

"Anyone who wants to eat will eat"

3) Future Reference

Ne napeu tshe-mishikat
uapantshr...

"The man who will be arriving tomorrow..."

Ne takushintshi/tshe-takushint auen

uapantshi nistesh

"The person who will be arriving tomorrow
is my brother"

(Ne...auen is loosely translated as "the person")

As noted in the table on the previous page, a possible if rather infrequent

alternative to a ka-...ua form in a relative clause of present reference would be a
changed or e- conjunct. Thus a sentence like "Bring the one (inan.) that is
hanging up" has two potential translations: Peta ne ka-akuteua and Peta ne
ekutet (ekutet being the changed conjunct of the Il verb akuteu). In actual fact,
however, e- or changed forms do not appear to be totally equivalent to ka-...ua
forms. Pagotto (1980:238-239) identifies such embedded sentences introduced
by the e-complementizer as "-WH relatives”, and translates them with an English
-ing or infinitival construction instead of a full relative clause (e.g. "Bring me the
one hanging up").

A further difference, however, seems to exist in NWRM between ka-...ua
and e-relatives. This is apparent in the English translations of the following
sentence pair:

Mini (ne) ka-urshauaua mashineikan "Give me the yellow book"

Mint e-uishauat mashineikan "Give me a yellow book™
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In both instances, a full embedded sentence (equivalent to "that which is
yellow") corresponds to an English adjective. Yet while the first of the two
sentences refers to a definite or particular book,” reference in the e-
complementizer case is to an indefinite. In the latter case, that is, a
presupposition is not necessarily made as to the existence of any such object.

6.3.4.2. Nominalized Relatives

In NWRM, the ka complementizer introducing a conjunct verb in relative
clauses seems to be becoming more and more restricted to past reference.
Nevertheless, ka + conjunct constructions have another important function in
NWRM, as well as other dialects of Montagnais, in that they constitute an
extremely productive means in modern Montagnais of nominal formation. As the

following examples demonstrate, such nominalized forms display a variety of
semantic subclasses, and include nouns denoting occupations as well as those

which designate newly-invented objects such as "radio" or "television™:

ka- policeman (lit. "the one who catches/arrests”
makunuest etc.)

ka-uapukuest | priest (lit. "the one who has a white collar")
ka-nakamust | record player/singer (lit. "that which sings")
ka- radio (lit. "that which is listened to")
natutakanit
ka-pimpant airplane (lit. "that which moves about")

Note that such nominalized forms take true nominal endings such as the
diminutive ending -1ss or the possessive marker -im (for further details, see
Drapeau 1978).

6.3.5. Embedded Clauses of Time

Sections 6.3.2. to 6.3.4. above have dealt with embedded sentences the
form of which depends on the actual temporal reference of the event denoted by
the embedded clause. Thus an event in progress at the time of speech is usually
represented by a changed or e- conjunct; an event completed at the time of
speech may be represented by the same two forms or, perhaps more typically,
by a k&- conjunct; and an event that is "future” or not-yet-realized at the time of
speech is normally denoted by a tshe- conjunct. As seen, ka-...ua forms appear
to be alternatives in certain clauses, particularly those of present reference,
although the exact limitations on this form have yet to be worked out.
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6.3.5.1. Clauses not Introduced by a Temporal Particle

The current section will deal with yet another sentence type which displays
an embedded clause pattern fairly similar to that summarized above. It treats
embedded clauses of time, or what in more traditional terms might be referred to
as subordinate adverbial clauses of time. By virtue of the logical structure of
such sentences, the event denoted by the embedded sentence is generally
antecedent to that of the matrix sentence (e.g. "When he heard that, he left"). As
a result, the conjunct types displayed in embedded clauses of time are slightly
different from those seen in embedded sentences previously discussed.

This difference is not obvious in cases where the matrix verb represents a
completed event in the past. Here, the embedded sentence may contain a
changed conjunct, as in:

Uiapamak nipapan (cf. indep. indic. "When | saw him he was asleep”
neutral uapameu)

A second alternative is a ka-conjunct, as in:

Tshiuttamati uapataman,"l told you when | saw
ka it"

Apparently a ka-...ua form is acceptable to certain speakers, as in the sentence:

Ka-tshititeua utakushit "When he left yesterday he was
akushipan sick”

In cases where the matrix verb has present reference, the verb of the
embedded sentence typically represents a habitual action (i.e., "whenever").
Here, the embedded verb usually takes the form of an iterative (i.e. changed
subjunctive) conjunct, as in:

(Nanitam) uiapamaki "When(ever) | see him he's
nipau asleep"
Tidtamani niminueniten "When(ever) | do it I'm happy"

More rarely, an e- conjunct form is found, as in the sentence:

Auass e-akushit "When the child is sick it
nipau sleeps"

The exact difference between this form and the iterative remains to be
determined.
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The form most used to express a clearly future reference in a dependent
temporal clause is the conjunct subjunctive, as in the sentences:

Petdtetsht nika-uttamuau "When he arrives, I'll tell
him"

Uapatamant tshika- "When | see it, I'll tell you"

urtamatin

The unchanged indicative conjunct may also be found, as in the sentence:

Mishikat tshika | uttamatin,"When he arrives I'll tell
youII

In most of the above examples, there is logical antecedence of the event
of the embedded sentence, as previously pointed out. If, however, this
antecedence is to be clearly marked, somewhat different complementizers are
used, the result being an embedded sentence corresponding to an English "after"
clause (e.g. "After he heard that, he left"). When the matrix sentence contains
either a present or past tense verb, the embedded sentence is introduced by the
ka- complementizer followed by the tshi perfective prefix, as follows:

Katshi-akushit ek" tshiattet "After he got sick (then) he left"

Katshi-atussetshi ek” iakushit "After he works (then) he gets sick"

(The second case, with the overall force of a general reference, takes the
subjunctive rather than the simple indicative conjunct). When the main clause
reference is to a future event, only the preverb tshi- is used in the embedded
sentence, with either the simple indicative or the subjunctive:

Tshika-tshitateu tshi-takushintshi "He (3) will leave after he (3") arrives"

Tshi-unitshi ek tshe-unutt "After he gets up he'll go out"

6.3.5.2. Clauses Introduced by a Temporal Patrticle

while a number of temporal particles exist in NWRM to introduce a
dependent clause of time, this section will treat only those corresponding to the
English conjunctions "before"/"until" (patush and esk” eka)®* and "while"
(mekuat). The particle kue "and then", introducing temporally sequential events,
will be left to section 6.3.8.1. below.
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Sentences involving the particles which translate English "before™ or "until”
represent a temporal sequence of embedded-matrix clause that is just the
opposite of that outlined for "after" sentences. Here, the matrix sentence

represents an event that is chronologically anterior to that of the embedded
sentence.

In NWRM, if the reference of the embedded sentence is to a past event, or
to an event in progress, a changed conjunct is typically found, as in

Niudpama esk" eka tshiatatet “| saw him before he left”

Api tat udpamak esk" eka tshiatatet “| didn’t see him before he left”

If, however, reference is to a general or a not-yet-realized event in the
dependent clause, the unchanged indicative neutral or, more typically, the
subjunctive is used. In such instances, the particle patush may be found instead
of esk” eka, as in:

Api tshikatshi-unutt patush/esk" eka
nipauki/nipaukui/nipau(n)k"®>

"He won't go out before/until/unless |
go to sleep”

ApU uT-atusset patush ttishimaki

"He won't work unless | force him to"

Api tshikatshi-tatamuk" patush tGtaki

"l won't (be able to) do it

before/unless/until he does it"

An example such as the last one could contain a past matrix verb (e.g. "l wasn't
able to do it" or Apa tat tshi-tatamuk") without any corresponding change in the
conjunct verb of the matrix clause, since the reference is still to a non-realized
event.

The only other temporal particle to be mentioned in this section is mekuat
"while", which represents as co-temporal the events of the matrix and the
embedded sentence. Here again, if the event of the dependent clause is viewed
as partially or totally actualized, a changed conjunct or its equivalent is called for;
if the reference is to a general or not-yet-realized event, a subjunctive would
normally be used:
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Mekuat nepat nitshitdte "While he was asleep | left"
Nanitam nitGten mekuat nipaint "| always do it while you're asleep"
Nika-taten mekuat nipaini "I'll do it while you're asleep”

6.3.6. Clauses of "Unrealized Event"

The various sentence types outlined in 6.3.2. to 6.3.5. above display some
variation in their choice of complementizer types. All of these differ, however,
from a considerable group of sentences in which the event of the embedded
sentence always remains merely "potential” or "possible” at the point of temporal
reference represented by the matrix verb. The contrast may be brought out by
examination of the following sentence pair:

Nitshissenimau thse-tshititet "l know that he'll be leaving"

Apl tshissenimak tshetshi-tshititet "I don't know whether he'll be leaving"

The first sentence, containing a tshe- complementizer, represents an event as a
probable future reality. the second sentence, however, uses a tshetshi-
complementizer to denote an event the realization of which is uncertain. The
same opposition is found when the tense of the matrix verb is made past, as in:

Apu tat tshissenitaman tshemuak "l didn't know that it rained yesterday"
utakushit

Apu tdt tshissenitaman tshetshi- "l didn't know whether it rained
tshimuak® utakushit yesterday"

In such intances, only a tshétshi- complementizer may be acceptable, as

demonstrated by the single possible translation for the sentence "He didn't tell

me whether he would be leaving tomorrow":®’

ApU tat uttamut tshetshi-tshitdtet/ uapantshit
*tshe-tshithtet/
*etshitatet/
*tshiatatet/
*ka-tshttGteua/
*ka-tshitatet
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In a number of -WH sentential complements the tshetshi-/tshe- opposition
seems a little less clear. This is the case with sentences containing matrix verbs
of value judgment. In such cases, when the reference of the embedded clause is
to a future event, a choice seems to exist between a tshe- or tshetshi-
complementizer, as in:

Ishinakuannu tshetshi-tshitatet/tshe- "It is necessary for him to leave
tshitltet uapantsht tomorrow"

Kustukuannu tshetshi-tshitatet/tshe- "It is dangerous for him to leave
tshitGtet uapantshi tomorrow"

Muestatenitakuannu tshetshi- "It's a nuisance that he's leaving
tshitdtet/tshe-tshitltet uapantshi tomorrow"

Tshika-ishinakuannu tshetshi- "It will be necessary for him to leave
tshitGtet/tshe-tshitatet uapantshi tomorrow"

Even in such cases, however, there is some indication that a semantic
opposition exists between tshe- and tshetshi- complementizers. In a sentence
like:

Nimiuenitamuan tshetshi-pushit/tshe- "I'm happy that he'll be leaving"
pashit

the tshetshi- form seems to suggest "I'm happy if/in the case that he leaves",
whereas the tshe- form implies that the leaving will occur in the normal course of
future events 9I'm happy that he'll be leaving”). An alternative to the latter
interpretation, indeed, would be the form ka-pishua.

Certain examples are to be found in which only one of the tshetshi-/tshe-
pair may occur. This is the case for a "general truth" statement of the type:

Nitauassiun tshetshi- "I'm too young to
natauian hunt"

Apparently in this instance only the e- conjunct (e-natduian) would be an
acceptable alternative. The unacceptability of the tshe- conjunct would suggest
that the latter is used only in conjunction with events the realization of which is
represented as a future probability at the point in time to which the matrix verb
refers.
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The sentence types to be treated in this section all use a tshetshi-
complementizer to represent virtual or purely potential events. For convenience,
they will be broken down into a number of general semantic areas, to be treated
in the following subsections:

6.3.6.1. "Whether" Clauses
6.3.6.2. "Future-Oriented" Verbs
6.3.6.3. Verbs of Order, Permission, etc.

6.3.6.1. "Whether" Clauses

As is obvious from the examples just provided, one important group of
tshetshi- complements is to be found in sentences containing verbs which would
be followed by English "whether" (e.g. "not know whether", "not tell whether"). In
Montagnais, complements introduced by such matrix verbs, regardless of the
tense of the latter, may take a tshetshi- complementizer. This is demonstrated

by the following examples:

Apu tshissenimak tshetshi-tat "l don't know whether he is there"

Apu tat tshissenimak tshetshi-tshitatet | "I didn't know whether he left
utakushtt yesterday"

Apu tat uttamut tshetshi-tshitatet "He didn't tell me whether he would be
utakushtt leaving yesterday"

That the tshetshi- complementizer is used in cases where the speaker is
unsure of the reality of the event of the embedded sentence becomes obvious
when such sentences as those above are contrasted with sentences in which the
speaker assumes the factuality of the embedded event:

Apul tat uttamut e-tshitatet/ka-tshitGtet | "He didn't tell me that he was leaving
(ka-tshittteua) nutshish today"

Apu tat tshissenimak tshiatttet/ka- "l didn't know that he left yesterday”
tshitatet (ka-tshitateua)

As may be seen from the above examples, an event believed by the
speaker to be already realized or in progress would be represented by an e-,
changed or ka- conjunct, or by a ka-...ua form.
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The sentences given above with a tshetshi- complementizer may also
occur with a tshe- complementizer. A difference of meaning would appear to
exist, nevertheless, in such cases. Thus while a sentence like Apd uttamut
tshetshi-tshitatet uapantshi would be translated "He won't tell me whether he'll be
leaving tomorrow", replacement of tshetshi- by tshe- would result in the meaning
"He won't tell me that he'll be leaving tomorrow", i.e., the speaker would
presuppose in this latter case that the leaving will take place.

6.3.6.2. "Future-Orient

The matrix verbs grouped together here as "future-oriented"” introduce
embedded sentences the event of which is always potential or "future" at the time
of reference of the matrix verb. Such verbs correspond to English verbs of the
type "hope", "wish", "think about (doing something)”, etc., as well as verbs the
infinitival complement of which denotes purpose (i.e., "(in order) to" - cf. French
"pour que”, "afin de/que™). As might be expected, the regular complementizer in
such cases is tshetshi-, although in certain instances tshe- is apparently also

acceptable.

Examples are now provided of a member of such verbs, in the past,
present and future.

1) Matrix Verb in Past
Nipukushenima tshetshi- "l wished he would leave"
tshitatet
Nitashudpama tshetshi-tshitatet | "l was waiting for him to leave"
ItenitamUpan tshetshi-tshitGtet "He was thinking about
leaving"

Apparently an e-, ka- or changed conjunct would suggest an event already
partially actualized, as would a ka-...ua form (e.g. "He was thinking as he was
leaving").
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2) Matrix Verb in Present
Nipukushenimau tshetshi- "I hope/pray he will leave"
tshititet/tshe-tshitltet
Nipukuatau tshetshi-tshititet "| am anxious for him to leave"
Nitashudpamau tshetshi-tshitatet "I'm waiting for him to leave"
Petiteu-a tshetshi-mitshishut? "Is he coming to eat?"
ApU petatet tshetshi-mitshishut "He is not coming to eat"
Natenitam/Mamitunenitam tshetshi- | "He is thinking about leaving"
tshitltet

Interestingly, the main verb of this last example could be completed by e-
tshitat or the changed conjunct tshiatatet, as well as by ka-tshitGteua, provided
the dependent verb represents not a non-actualized event, but one already in
progress - i.e. "He thinks while he is leaving."

3) Matrix Verb in Future
Nika-ashuapamau tshetshi-tshititet | "l will be waiting for him to leave”
Apu tshikatshi-ashuapamak "l won't be waiting for him to leave"
tshetshi-tshitatet
Tshika-takushinu-a tshetshi- "Will he be coming to eat?"
mitshishut?
Apa tshikatshi-takushint tshetshi- "He won't be coming to eat"
mitshishut

6.3.6.3. Verbs of Order, Permission, etc.

A matrix verb of order or permission, no matter what its tense, likewise
involves an embedded sentence representing an event as purely potential and
not yet realized with respect to the temporal reference of the matrix sentence.
Consequently, the usual complementizer in such cases is tshetshi-, although
tshe- may also be found in the case of a present or past matrix verb. Even
though, as in the past tense examples following, the overall implication of the
embedded sentence may be that of a realized event, the temporal posteriority of
the embedded sentence with respect to the matrix sentence results in the use of
a tshetshi- complementizer.
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1) Matrix Verb in Past

Nititishuma tshethsT-uapamisk/tshe-
uapamisk

"l ordered him to see you"

Apu tat uttamuk tshetshi-tshitdtet/tshe-
tshithtet

"I didn't tell him to leave"

Nitapuetua tshetshi-tshitatet/tshe-
thsitatet

"I allowed him to leave"

2) Matrix Verb in Present

Nititishumau tshethsi-tatak/tshe-tatak

| "l am ordering him to do it"

3) Matrix Verb in Future

Nika-kuetshimau tshethsi-tshititet

"I will ask him to leave"

Nika-tapuetuau tshetshi-tshititet

"I will allow him to leave"

6.3.7. Conditional Clauses

Another type of embedded sentence representing an unrealized event is
that corresponding to an English clause of condition. In NWRM, two types of
such clauses may be distinguished, on the basis of the conjunct form used in the
embedded sentence, namely, the subjunctive or the dubitative.

6.3.7.1. The Subjunctive in Conditions

An embedded sentence which poses an event as a purely hypothetical
condition, yet nevertheless subject to possible eventual realization, normally
takes the conjunct subjunctive. The particle tshek, meaning "someday" or "when
the time comes" may be used to introduce such clauses:

Nika-Ustueniten (tshek) pushitshi

"I'll be sad if he leaves"

Tshika-minuanu (tshek) pashitsht

"It'll be good if he leaves"

Atussetshrt nutshtsh...

"If he's working right now..."
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6.3.7.2. The Dubitative in Conditions

Conditional clauses represented by the subjunctive would appear to
denote events the realization of which remains a possibility. When the event in
guestion, however, is one that is extremely unlikely - and particularly when the
condition is contrary to fact - a dubitative conjunct would be used rather than a
subjunctive. The dubitative preterit conjunct would seem to be much more
common than the dubitative neutral among younger speakers, and is given
spontaneously as the usual form in sentences such as the following:

Nika-uapama(ku)pan atussetakue | "l would have seen him if he had been
working"

Minu-tshishikatakue utakushit "If it had been fine yesterday we (incl.)

tshipa-pimitenanapan would have gone for a walk"

Tshipatshi-uttamuepan "He (3) could have told him (3") if he had

uapamatakue seen him"

The dubitative conjunct, whether neutral or preterit, may be used after the
particle tshima to represent a non-realizable wish, as in:

| Tshima tatakue utakushit | "If only/l wish he had done it yesterday"

Should the wish, however, involve a potentially realizable event, an
indicative neutral conjunct would normally be used:

| Tshima tshi-pimteian | "If only/I wish | could walk"

6.3.8. Other Uses of the Conjunct

This section lists clause types in which the conjunct order appears
obligatory (6.3.8.1.), as well as certain of those in which the conjunct appears to
alternate with the independent (6.3.8.2. and 6.3.8.3.).

6.3.8.1. Clauses of Logical or Temporal Sequence

A temporal sequence of events (cf. English "and then") is represented by
use of the particle kue + a clause containing the conjunct neutral®® as in:

E-tGtamuk kue "When | did it (then) he
tshitltet left"

An alternative to kue, in certain instances, is the particle ek", which is
pronounced [ego] before a word-initial consonant. An example of sentences
containing this particle may be found at the end of section 6.3.5.1.
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Clauses introduced by kue may re
rather than a purely temporal one, as in:

present a logical sequence of events

Akushipan utakushit kue eka natshi-
atusset

"He was sick yesterday and so
couldn't go to work"

If the cause-and-effect nature of the sequence is to be emphasized, the particle
uet may be used instead of kue, to link two clauses containing the conjunct:

lakushian uet eka tshi-
atusseian

"l was sick and so couldn't
work"

6.3.8.2. Clauses of Causation

Clauses of reason in NWRM are generally introduced by the particle tanite
(less often by uesha). Such clauses do not usually take the conjunct order of the
verb, but rather the independent. Examples follow of embedded clauses of
reason introduced by tanite with past, present and future temporal reference.

1) Past Reference

Apu tdt natshi-atusseian tanite

"l didn't go to work because | was sick”

nitakusht

1) Present

Reference

Tshika-minu kapia tanite
tshishakimishinua

"He's going to drink the coffee because
it's hot"

ManTt kassenitam tanite pishu

"Mary is sad because she's leaving"

1) Future

Reference

Apt tshikatshinatshi- atusset tanite

"He won't be going to work because

tshika-akushu

he's going to be sick"

Clauses introduced by tanite are negativized in the same manner as are
main clauses, that is, through the use of apu (tdt) + conjunct:

Ninatshi-atusse utakushit tanite apu tat
akushian

"l went to work yesterday because |
wasn't sick"
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6.3.8.3. The Conjunct as an Imperative Equivalent

It has been pointed out (e.g. 5.3.1.8. above) that, among younger NWRM
speakers at least, use of delayed imperative forms in -ikan and polite imperative
forms in -me appear to be on the decline. Instead, other discourse strategies are
employed to produce a similar effect. One of these, already commented on, is
the use of a pa(tshi) prefix with an independent indicative. a second is the use of
a changed future preverb tshe- plus a conjunct order verb; this produces the
pragmatic equivalent of a "delayed imperative", as in tshe-pashin "leave" (e.g.

"when he arrives"), as opposed to pashrt "leave" (i.e. "immediately”).
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NOTES

This [wa] apparently derives historically from ua-. See Mailhot (1975:37)
for further details.

NWR pimateu corresponds to pimuhteu in certain other Cree/Montagnais
dialects. The intervocalic stop, that is, comes from an original
preaspirated stop. While the intervocalic stop in such instances may
remain voiceless or fortis, a lenis may also result, as in this example (see
2.3.1. below). Note also that while a simple intervocalic stop or affricate
tends to be voiced, such voicing is not obligatory.

The sound [h] may also be heard instead of [$] in the speech of the
younger generation. See 2.3.2. below for further details.

The diphthong noted ei is in fact noted ai in Mailhot (1975). Section 2.2.3.
below deals with the raising of an original ai diphthong to ei in NWRM.
Note also that the sequence au in this work tends to be used uniformly for
the diphthong [aw], whether or not the & in question was historically long.

This phenomenon, indeed, is better treated as a case of initial possessive
morpheme u immediately before the first syllable vowel, with optional
deletion of the initial u-. Further details are to be found in Clarke and
MacKenzie (1981).

Note that the single affricate produced from the sequence [€VS] — [CS] is

always a fortis voiceless consonant. thus mitshishu [mi€o] contrasts with

the verb mitshu [mijo] "he eats it", where the single intervocalic affricate is
voiced, as expected.

The representation of [ey] as ei rather than ai is clearly a phonetic rather
than a phonemic solution. Indeed, the existence of an underlying ai is

demonstration by such forms as nipatam [nspotam] "my bottle", from
nipda + im, or the locative patat "on the bottle", from an earlier pata + iht.
While this observation provides an argument for the representation of the
diphthong as ali, it should be noted that a phonetic solution has also been
adopted, in parallel cases, even in the Mailhot system. Thus the word for
"fox", which historically ends in -iu (i.e., w) would be represented as
matsheshu, even though the possessive is nimatsheshim, from
nimatsheshi + im. Incidentally, certain forms ending in -iu seem to have
undergone restructuring: thus the noun kakatshu "crow" typically has a
possessive nikakatshum rather than the expected nikakatshim.
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In fact, it is often difficult to tell, as a result of the neutralization of shorti and
short a for many speakers, which of the two vowels is actually preserved; as
the examples show, all that is clear is that the labialized vowel u is maintained
when preceded by i or a. Pentland (1979: 111 ff.) states the historical rule in
Cree dialects to have been the preservation, in a sequence of two short
vowels separated by a morpheme boundary, of the vowel closer to the centre
of the word. According to Wolfart (1973:79), however, the first of two short
vowels is the one that remains in Plains Cree. The present study does not
deal with vowel coalescence phenomena of a diachronic nature in NWRM.
Clearly more work is in order here to determine whether Montagnais patterns
simply reflect those of Cree.

The symbol / is used to represent a syllable division (cf. Section 2.1.3.).

Pre-aspirated consonants do occur variably in NWRM, however, probably
particularly among speakers with a Davis Inlet (Naskapi) background. Details
on this phenomenon will be forthcoming in the University of Montreal Master's
thesis of Rachel Bedard, which deals with variability in NWRM.

An animate noun in the obviative category, however, is indifferent to number
(see 4.3. below).

Henceforth, 1,2 and 3 should be understood to mean "1st person singular”,
nhd person singular”, and "3 person singular”, respectively.

The "stem" of a nominal or verbal, to which inflectional endings are added, is
to be understood to consist of a "root" carrying the basic meaning of the word,
an optional medial, which adds semantic specification, and a concrete or
abstract final, which places the concept in a grammatical category. While
details on derivational morphology are far beyond the scope of this work,
information may be obtained from such works as Denny (1977) and (1978a),
or Wolfart (1973).

The situation, in reality, is more complex than this. The inflections of 1% and
2" person transitive animate verbs can be broken down to reveal reference to
a goal (see Wolfart 1973:39, 51052, 55). The representation of goal, however,
forms part of the stem rather than the inflection of transitive inanimate verbs,
and so would belong to a study of Algonquian derivational morphology.

The term "mode" has been borrowed from Ellis (1971), with some
modification, in that here it is used to characterize only the indicative/dubitative
contrast. As pointed out in Wolfart (1973:41-44), the subcategories
distinguished within verb orders differ considerably from one author to the
next.
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The term "neutral" should not suggest the unmarked tense form, however.
Thus in the dubitative conjunct, the so-called "neutral” tense seems to be used
much less frequently than the "preterit" among younger speakers.

Note however that the personal prefix may refer to the person of the goal rather
than that of the actor in those TA verbs where, through non-observation of the
personal hierarchy, the action is made inverse. See 5.3.4. below.

As stated in 2.1.3. above, a plus sign (+) is arbitrarily used to indicate a
morpheme boundary, in order to make a morpheme under discussion more
easily identifiable. This sign is not used in ordinary orthographic representation.

To conform with other works on Montagnais, the inanimate plural ending is
written with short a rather than a long a, even though it is pronounced [a] by
most speakers, and derives from -ah (cf. Wolfart 1973, where the Plains Cree
inanimate plural inflection is given as -ah).

The plural is represented as -ut to follow the typical spelling practice among

literate NWR residents. Phonetically, -kut is pronounced [g"ut], the labialized
consonant having strongly labialized the initial vowel of the animate plural. An
alternative solution - following Mailhot (1975:38) - would have been to represent
the plural in such cases as -uat.

Tonal distinctions have been reported for various Montagnais dialects in other
inflections besides that of the inanimate plural. thus Mailhot (1975:41) shows
that in Schefferville and Seven Islands, the 3" singular and 3" plural of the
conjunct may be distinguished by this phenomenon. Martin (1977) has shown
for the Montagnais dialects of Mingan and Natashquan that certain imperative
forms are differentiated from one another uniquely by tone (rising vs. falling). In
both of these areas, a tonal opposition is also to be found in NWRM, although
apparently optionally. Further, among younger speakers, an -a marking
inanimate plural or animate obviative (see 4.3. below) is regularly deleted after
the 3" (second obviative) marker -inu. Clearly, much more phonetic
investigation remains to be done in NWRM.

Some informants report a long initial G in cases where the 3" person
possessive prefix u- co-occurs with a noun stem in initail u (i.e. uspuakan "pipe"
vs. uspuakana "his pipe", the final a being an obviative marker--see 4.3. below).
Other informants have reported hearing no difference in initial vowel length
between the unpossessed and the 3¢ person possessed form.

The root Ush represents an exception to the rules of possessive prefixing
outlined in 4.2.1. Although its initial vowel is u-, it takes the possessive
variants nit-, tshit- and ut-.
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All three forms of the 21 possessive suffix have been heard, depending
apparently on the source dialect of the speaker's family.

This [§] results from the palatalization of an original PA * 8 before an
original *-i.

For further details on the obviative and for various theoretical approaches,
see Wolfart (1973:16-24), Delisle (1974), Wolfart (1978), Ford (1981) and
Grafstein (1981).

The Tl verb form of this example is know as a "relational”, and is
discussed in 5.3.3.5. below. The TA verb form in the second example
down, likewise, is a special form, to be treated in 5.3.4.5. An alternative
form is miskimueu (cf. Footnote 61).

Note that a phonetic difference may be heard, in locatives of nouns ending
in -n, between a 3 and a 3' possessor; contrast umassint "on his shoe(s)"
with umassinit "on his (3') shoe(s)". In the former case, the i of the original
locative morpheme -iht was deleted after n (see 2.2.2. above) before
vowel lengthening and h deletion (see 2.3.1.) occurred. In the latter case,
it is maintained in what was originally the context n + obviative possessor -
ini- + locative iht.

Ue seems to occur more rarely than mue. Mue would appear to be a
metathesized version of an original ume, through a process described in
2.2.1. above. Further details may be obtained in MacKenzie (1980:207),
as well as in Clarke and MacKenzie (1981).

For example, a preverb nate, denoting "absence of event denoted by the
verb", would appear to co-occur with only certain verbs, as in ni + nite +
pituan "I don't have any cigarettes” or ni + nate + mitshishun "l don't have
any food". The reader is referred to Lees (1979) for a detailed discussion
of the various categories of morphemes which may precede verbal stems.

The bracketed (i) in this and other preverbs represents an intrusive vowel
that is inserted only before a root in an initial consonant.

Presumably patshi- is a combination of pa + the tshi- of ability, the latter in
the abstract sense of "potentiality” which the ability marker assumes in a
number of languages (cf. English "can").

Apparently tshi- as a perfective marker occurs much less frequently in
NWRM than does tshi- as an ability marker.
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Note that a 3' verb form is used not only with a 3' subject, but also when the
subject is 3". This latter case is illustrated by the example Tshan Gtauia
umindshiminua nipanua "John's father's cat is asleep".

The 21 form tshinipanu has also been elicited.

In the case of a number of paradigms treated in this work (e.g. the derived
reflexive and reciprocal forms), the stem-final vowel is added to a full stem
rather than a root. Such a stem consists of root + optional medial + final.

In actual fact, the u examples represent both the u and 4 classes.

For certain NWRM speakers (particularly those with a Lower North Shore
Quebec origin) the first and second singular indicative preterit ends not in a
simple vowel, but in vowel + h- e.g. Al nipimdteh "l walked", Tl niuapateh "I saw
it", TA niudpamah "I saw him". While a final -h is not represented in these
paradigms, it is to be understood as a variable feature throughout.

The 1* person -Tinflection seems to come from an earlier -jh. In the 3" person,
the vowel is lengthened before the -pan inflection in all short vowel stems (cf.
Ellis 1971:78).

g;j stems other than reflexives contain u + 1in the 1% person, and @ + Ipan in the
3.

The preverb of futurity found with p-preterits is always pronounced [ka] rather

than [ka], and so is written with a long vowel to distinguish it from the regular
future marker.

Again, u +1tshe is found in non-reflexive u- stems, as in minuenniuitshe
"perhaps he is well" or natauitshe "perhaps he is hunting”. In the dubitative
preterit which follows, u + Tkupan appears in the 3" singular of non-reflexive u-

stems, as in natduikupan, pronounced [natewowigoban].

As in the dubitative neutral, a short theme vowel is lengthened before the 3
singular inflection. In similar fashion, the i that appears as the connective vowel
after n- stems is lengthened to 1.

From here on, columns will be unlabelled, but for the Al verb should be
understood to read "Subject Prefix", "Root", "Stem-Final Vowel" and "Inflection".

While this 3' relational has been elicited, it is not clear that it would ever be
used. Indeed, a relational would be most likely to occur in the 1% and 2"
persons rather than in the 3.
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Problems arising from the use of the term "passive" in works on
Algonquian languages are outlined in Wolfart (1973:26-27). For a
theoretical analysis of aspects of the passive, see Frantz (1976).

The initial u of the 1t and 2" singular inflection -ukin derives historically
from an -i which has undergone labialization by the following labial
sequence. such labialization does not occur when the inflection follows a
stem ending in a vowel, as in ninipeikdn "I am killed" or niuttamakdn "l am
told". Further details on the phonetic shape of such forms as the last two
will be found in the discussion of TA independent and conjunct forms.

The i enclosed in brackets in the 1%t and 2™ persons would seem to be a
dialect variation.

Note that in the 2s and 21 forms i-, n- and 1- stems all seem to have the
same initial vowel in the inflection, namely 1[i]. That the vowel is
nevertheless short in i- and n- stems is proved by the phonetic opposition
to be found in 2p forms between i-/n- stems on the one hand, and i- stems
on the other. In the former case, the original inflection ik” labializes to

[tk™] (e.g. [nimuk™). In the latter, the i vowel is retained, and the form
shitshishik! would be pronounced either [so&ik"] or [so&iuk™].

The semantics of these three Il finals may be found in Denny (1977). In
addition, several Il stems inT are found, as in timiu "it (body of water) is
deep".

An obviative inflection will be found in the verb even if an inanimate noun
subject is not explicitly marked as obviative. Thus the sentence "John's
book is white" will be translated Tshan umashineikan udpanu, not *Tshan

umashineikan uapau.

This root is also commonly recorded in the independent order as iapat-,
which coincides with the changed conjunct form (see 5.4.1.1. below).

Here, as in the Il dubitative neutral and preterit, a connective | is found in
n- stems. This -i is lengthened before the -pan suffix.

While a final -1 is always represented here in the Il independent dubitative
neutral plural, it is not always heard in speech.

Often, indeed, such finals have intransitive (Al and Il) correspondents.

See Wolfart (1973:52-55) for further details.
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From this point on in the various TA paradigms, the label 1/2/3/actor — 3
goal should be understood to mean 1/2 actor — 3 goal, 3 actor — 3' goal,
and 3' actor — 3" goal. Similarly, in the c) section of all TA paradigms, the
label 3" actor — 3 goal should be understood as 3' actor — 3" goal. In
Wolfart (1973:51-52) it is pointed out that in reality 3 and 3' actor forms do
not overtly refer to a goal.

Note that according to the labialization/metathesis rule prevalent in NWRM

(see 2.2.1. above), niuttamak" will be pronounced [nawitemawk]. It must
be noted here that the historical phonological rule isau + i — & only in
those cases where the i represents an original *e in Cree/Montagnais.
thus verbs whose stems end in -au- will contain & in 3 — 1/2 singular
forms (where the -ik" inverse marker comes from an original -ekw, as well
as in the 1 — 2 forms of f) below, with inflection -itin (< *eten). Where the
morpheme-initial i represents an original PA i, however, the rule is au + i
— U, as in the case of the -in inflection of the 2 — 1 forms of e) below. A
further complication arises in that a TA 3 person singular indicative
neutral in -ueu may come from an original -u rather than -au stem; an
example of this is provided by the TA verb peshueu "he brings him".
Since the diachronic rule isu + i (<Lor *e¢) — u over a morpheme
boundary, there occur such 3 — 1/2 forms as tshipeshuk” (< tshi + peshu
+ *ek") "he brings you".

A question mark indicates a form which has not been fully confirmed for
NWRM, since it has been provided by only one, possibly two, informants.

1ta- is apparently optional throughout this paradigm; it would appear to be
used more by older than by younger speakers, and in particular by those
with a Seven Islands background.

In the case of TA verbs whose stems end in -u (e.g. utamu + eu "he hits
him") the -im- morpheme appears to be added, by at least certain
informants, before the stem-final -u, resulting in the verb utaminueu rather
than the expected utamumeu. In the sentence Penute tshimipitunimeueu
Pdna utauassiminu(a) "Ben cuts Paul's child's arm off", the -im- morpheme
occurs before stem-final -eu-. The explanation for the former of these two
cases, at least, may be phonological, in that either metathesis or
progressive vowel harmony may occur to transform the sequence umV to
muV (see 2.2.1. above).

While -im is represented as a separate unit here, it is not heard as a
separate syllable after stems ending in -m. further, it reduces to -m after a
vowel stem, as in nipeima "kill him" (3").
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The 2" singular imperative is often heard with final aspiration, i.e.
uapamih. The 21 ending is heard phonetically as [iyewk(W)], as a result of
labialization by word-final -k" (see 2.2.1. above). A variant in -nk is also
heard in the 2p — 1s goal form, as after the TA stem natutu "listen™:

natutunk "listen to me".

Apparently older NWRM speakers have tshikut- as their preverb, as do
Moisie speakers. For young NWRM speakers, however, the preverb
tshikatshi- seems to have become the regular future marker after apa.

Note that with a 3' subject, there is variation in n- stem inflections between
tshiand -it.

The phonetic form [wenasnt], where initial short u- is heard as [we],
regularly undergoes nasalization to [wéisnt] (cf. 2.2.4. above).

In cases where the vowel affected by initial change is G (as in the stems
pushi- and shatshishi-), a changed form rarely occurs.

The -1 of the subjunctive is also heard as -ih. Note that the subjunctive
paradigm is not simply equivalent to the conjunct indicative neutral +-,
since in the 3 and 1p form the final -t of the conjunct has been palatalized
to -tsh before a following -1. While this t- palatalization occurs in virtually
all NWRM subjunctive paradigms, it is not found in those dialects most
closely related, namely those of the Lower North Shore. Further, a -ki
inflection in the NWRM Il subjunctive, as well as in the Tl 3 actor and TA 1
actor subjunctive forms, reveals that the expected palatalization of -k to -
tsh has not occurred before the -1 subjunctive morpheme.

Hence the forms apd nipeikdian "l am not killed" or apd uitamakadian (<
uitamau + ikuian) "I am not warned", where no such labialization occurs.

The u- stem vowel column has been left blank in the 15 and 2" person
forms, since the u- stem vowel disappears before the initial u of the
inflection.

The 3" plural forms apd uapak and apd uapatau have also been elicited.

Presumably the reduction of -nit to -nt that has occurred in & and e- stems
does not occur here because of the presence of a stem-final n.
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73.  While a 3' Il n-stem (e.g. apatinnikue) is here distinguished from a 3™
person singular (e.g. apatinikue), it is not clear that a phonological
distinction exists between the two. Indeed, in the Il unspecified subject
forms provided several pages further along, the double n is not noted in
the 3'and 3'p forms.

74.  The initial vowel of the conjunct 1*' person singular -ak inflection, as well
as the 2" person -at, has been deleted after a preceding u. In the 1%
person, this labialization is so strong as to provide possible labialization of
the -k.

75. A number of forms of the TA dubitative neutral proved extremely hard to
elicit; as a result, certain inflections are left blank, or the inflection
provided is preceded by a question mark. In other cases, several
alternatives were given. Among the latter are to be found:

b) 3s — 1p goal uapaminimit
3p — 1p goal uapaminimimit
3 — 21 goal uapamikuakue
3p — 21 goal uapamikuakuent
e) 2 — 1p goal uiapamiatakue/uidapamikuakue/uidpamuauatshe
f) 1 — 2p goal uidpamiuatshe
Several TA dubitative preterit forms, likewise, proved hard to elicit.
Uapamiatakue was given by at least one informant as a 3 — 1p form,
while the 3/3p — 2p goal forms caused some confusion among
informants.

76.  The one g) form that has been elicited (the 3' — 1 -imitakue) would
suggest a fairly regular series of such inflections, through the addition of -
im before the corresponding 3 subject inverse form.

77.  The 2s inflection -ati has also been attested in the 2™ person singular (cf.
Footnote 68)

78. A sentence may occasionally, however, consist of what appear to be two

dependent clauses, i.e., two conjunct verb forms, as in ka-uttamatan
uiapataman "I told you when | saw it". Here, the conjunct ka-uitamatan
could be replaced by the independent tshiuttamati. In addition, the
conjunct is typically used in narratives in what would correspond to
English main clauses after the particle kue (see 6.3.8.1. below). Further
details on the sue of conjuncts in clauses corresponding to main clauses
in languages like English are to be found in Rogers (1978).
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Tshe- represents the changed form of the future prefix ka-, the original *ke- having
undergone the expected palatalization in Montagnais. Note that while eka is treated
as anindependent particle which precedes a verb, it nevertheless must follow those
elements treated in this sketch as preverbs and arbitrarily attached to the verb stem

by a hyphen.

Tshekuannu is the obviative form of tshekuan "what" and is required when the
subject is 3" person.

The sentence Tan ispish tekuak?, with vowel change apparently affecting the verb
rather than the particle, has also been elicited.

Here, "how" is represented by the particle tan in conjunction with a full verb,
whether Al or Il, meaning "there is so much of...".

If "which" is to be understood in the sense of "what kind of", a better translation
would be Tan eshindkuak mashineikan tshe-apatshitain? "What kind of book will
you be using?" A past equivalent of this sentence would be Tan eshinakuak

mashineikan tshitapatshita [stabasta]?

In the case of the particle uet it is difficult to know whether one is dealing with
changed uet or unchanged ut here, the latter form being regularly pronounced [wat]

or [wut] in NWRM (see 2.1.1.). In similar fashion, it is difficult to hear whether it is
the changed form espish or the unchanged ispish in the "how" examples below.

In accordance with current literature on the subject (e.g. Pagotto 1980, Lees 1979),
the term "complementizer" will henceforth be used to denote those preverb-like
entities which may introduce embedded sentences or, more traditionally,
subordinate clauses. The term will cover the morphemes e-, tshe- (changed form of
the future preverb ka-), ka (changed form of the perfective preverb ki-), as well as
the ka-...ua morphemes to be discussed below. The mechanism of initial vowel
change when no preverb is present must also be regarded as a complementizer.

The format of this example will be used from here on to denote alternative
possibilities in the embedded sentence. Thus, in this particular case, the sentence
"John knows who did it" may be translated in three different ways, with any one of
the e-, ka- or changed conjunct forms.

The form in question is here noted ka-...ua, even though Ford (1979a) represents it
as ki-...ua. Verbs in initial i have a ka-...ua form beginning with the pronunciation

[gey], as in ka-iskuashueua [geySkwaSawewa] "who is burning him", or ka-
itenitamua [geytentaAmawa] "who is thinking it". What is
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apparent here is a vowel raising resulting from the co-occurrence of a + i at a morpheme
boundary (see 2.2.5. above). Had the sequence been ki + i, one would have expected the
phonetic result [gi]. Note also that had the original form been ki, a palatalization of [k] to [€]
should have occurred in NWRM.

Indeed, the use of tshekuan in a sentence like Tshan tshitshissenimuk" tshekuan e-
tataman could suggest "John knows you did something", rather than "John know what you
did".

The form tshitshissenimuk" is a TA independent 3 actor — 2 goal form. In the case of
such sentential complements, the main verb may be TA or, in certain instances, Tl. Some
discussion on the occurrence of a TA or a tl matrix verb may be found in Ford (1981:76).

The verb "think that ...." is, however, an exception. Instead of taking a sentential
complement, such verbs are usually found in sentences containing two independent verbs,
such as Akushu, nitenimau "l think that he is sick” (lit. "He is sick, | think him").

A matrix Il verb will take the obviative ending -(i)nu when the verb of the embedded
sentence has a 3" person animate subject.

Note that in Cree, as well as in some other Montagnais dialects, ka- is the regular
complementizer for relative clauses with present reference. Younger NWRM speakers,
however, seem to use ka-...ua forms almost exclusively when the reference is to present
time.

Hence the necessity of some revision in ford's (1979b) categorization of ka-...ua forms as
"continuous" or "progressive", i.e., events that would typically be marked as non-stative.

Here, apparently, a verb denoting an inherent state or quality may be represented with the
ka-...ua form.

Also heard as [eSkwaga].
These three variants are all examples of relational forms.

The dubitative neutral conjunct tshemuanukue could be substituted here for tshetshi-
tshimuak.

Here as elsewhere, an asterisk indicates a form judged unacceptable by several NWRM
speakers.

Analysis of free conversation has revealed for one North West River speaker, however, a
regular use of the conjunct dubitative neutral, whether changed or unchanged, after kue.
A dubitative would seem rather unusual in this context, and the extent to which it would be
used by the community in general remains to be determined.
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